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GEOtlGE COLM^k Esq. 

TO live beneath the golden star of iove^ 
With h^tpi^r fiiricy, p»8#ioii9 more re&t'd; ' 
£ac]); softmng ohanii of tenderoe$s to pirove# 

And all the fit^r MQvem^tiU of ,Ui^ mind.— -> 
From gifU ]i|;iei^jQs?, «a/ wWt Ah^ boasted gain 

Of those who exifttisitely fe^- or kfiow ? 
— Tiie skill from' pleasure to e&tjnekOt k'S palo^ 

And open allithe avenues of .v«[de.. 
Yet shall w^ Cqu^iak, at the«e gi(U repine?^-!* 

Implore cold apiathy to sleei the heait ^ 
Would you that sensibility resign ? 

And with thpse pow!ers of gexvius would yott part } 
Ab no ! my friend $ nor deem jtbo verse divine. 

That weakness wrote in Petnirch's gentle strain !; 
When once he owri'd> at; low^s un&Vouring shritie, 

^'A thousand^leasures \yere not worth one pain. 
The dreams of fancy soothe the pensive heart; 

For ^cy's urn can new delight dispense : 
•J The powers of genius purer joys impart ; . 
^^x For genius brightens all the springs iof sen4<e. 

f*^ O charm of every rouse-ennobl'd mind. 
Far, far above thegroyeling crowd to rise !— 
t Leave the low train of (rifling cares behind. 
Assert it's birthright and affect VV^^^<e.\. 
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O right divine^ the prid^ of power to scorn; 

On fortupe^s little vanity lool^ .4qwi) J 
With nobler ^fts/ to faii^er honddrsKorh, 

Than fear/ or folly fancies in ai trown ! C 

As lar each boon that feature's hand bestows '■' 

The worthless glare of fortune-* traiir.exceeds^ 
As yon fair orb; whose beam eternal^loWs, - ' 

outshines the transient meteor that it feeds. 
To nature/ Colman, let thy incense rise, 

For,<ihuch ind^bted>> much hast thou to pay; 
For taste refined, -for wit correctly wise. 

And keen ' discernment's soul-pervading ray. 
To catch the manners from the various face. 

To paint the nice diversities of mihd. 
The Kving lines of cbaracler to trace. 

She gave thee powers, and she the task assigned 
^eize, seize the pen ! the sacred hour departs ! 
- Nor, led by kindnes8| longer lend thine ear : 
The tender tale of two ingenuous hearts 

Would rob thee of A moment and a tear. 

J. LaVGHOR N| 

London, 
Nov. 10, 17G^. 



r ADVERTISEMENT. 

^ JL^HE story of Th^osius and Conaianlia, is thus 
related bv^Se Spectator, No. 16i. 
i *' Coastantia Wc^^a woman of extraordinary wit and 
]beaaty> but very .9nh^ppy in a father^ who haying arriv- 
ed at great riches by his own industry^ topk delight is 
nothing but his money. 

. Theodosius was the younger son of a decayed fsEH 
tally ; of great parts and learning, improved by a gen^* 
teel and virtuous education. When he was in the 
iiwentieth year fxf his age he became acquainted 
with Constantia». who had not then passed her fif* 
tieenth. As he lived but. a few miles distant from hec 
&ther's house, he had frequent opportunities of see- 
ing her; and by the adi antages of a good person, and 
a pleasing conyersationi. made such an impression on 
her heart as it was impossible for time to efiace : He 
^as himself no. less smitten with Constantia. A long 
acquaintance made them still discover new beauties 
in eacbx other, and by degrees raised in them that 
^lutual passion, which had aa influence on their fol- 
lowinglives* ,. 

, .It unfortMnately happened that, in the midst of this 
intercourse of love and friendship between THeodor 
siusand CODstaptia, there broke out an.irrep^able 
^parrpl-ietw.ee)! their paretvVs, VVv^ w^^ ,s^>ivcy^{>'\\^^ 



Tl ADVERTISEMEMT. 

too much upon hh birth, and the other upon his pos- 
sessions. The father of Constantia was so incensed 
at the faither of Theodosius, that he cbnt^acted an on- 
reasonable aversion towards his son, insomuch that he 
iforbad him his house and charged his daughter, upon 
' her duty, never to see him mgre. In the mean timej 
j"^ to break off ail communication between the two lo^ 
j vers, who he knew entertained secret hopes of som^ 

f favourable opportunity that should bring them toge- 

ther, he found out a young gentleman, of a good 
fortune and an agreeable person, whom he pitched 
upon' as a husband for his daughter. He soon con- 
certed the affair so well that he told Constantia it 
was his design to marry her to such a gentlemani and' 
that her wedding should be celebrated on such a day. 
Constantia, who was over-awed by the authority o 
her father, and unable to object any thing to so advan 
tageous a match, received the ^proposal vrith a pnf 
found silence, which her father commended in hd 
as the most decent manner of a virglh's giving-*' 
consent to an overture of that kind. The nois^l 
this intended marriage soon reached Theodos^ 
who, alter a long tumult of passions, which ,f 
rally rise in a Ibver's heart on such aii oot 
Wrote the following letter to Gonstilntia. i 
' Th6 thought of my Constantia, which ftr 
j'ears has been my only happiness^ bnovr' 



« a greater torixient to roe fhaA I am able to beaii 
' Mu9t I then live to see you another's ? The 

* streams, the fields and meadows, where we have 
^ so often talked tog^ther^ grew painful tome; Itlfe 

* itself has become a burthen. May you long be 
' happy in the world, but forget that there was 
' ever such a man in it as 

THEODOSIUa/ 

This letter was conveyed to Constant ia that very 
evening, who fainted at the reading of it; and thd 
next morning she was much more alarmed by two ot 
three messengers, that came to her father's house^one 
after another, to enquire if they had heard any thing, 
of Theodosius, who, it seems, had left his chamber 
about midnight, and could no where be found. The 
deep melancholy which had hung upon his mindsome* 
time before m^de them ap()rehend the worst that could 
beM him. Constantia, who knew that nothing but 
the report of her marriage could have driven him in* 
to such extremities^ was not to be comforted : She 
now accused herself of having so tamely given an ear 
to the proposal of a husband, and looked Upon her new 
lover as the murderer of Theodosius: In short,, shores 
Solved to suffer the utmost effects of her father's dis*^ 
pleasure^ rather than con^ply with a marriage which 
appeared to h%r so fall of guilt and horror. The fa!-i 
ther seeing himself euiirdy tvd QiTViR.^^<^^Xi.%v'^^^ 



Jjkety to keep a CQnsidCTable portion ip fiis fiunily, 
:Was not; very much concerned lat the ojbsitpa^e refusal 
of, his daughter^ and did not $nd it very difficult to 
excuse himself upon that aocouat to his intended son 
in-law, who had all along regarded this alliance rar 
ther as a match of convenience thaxi of love* Coiv 
stantia had now no relief but in her devotions and ext [ 
ercises of religion, to which her afflictions had so; 
entirely subjected her mind, that after some years 
bad abated the violence of her sorrows, and. settled 
her thoughts in a kind of tranquillity, she resolved to 
pass the remainder of her days in a convents Hef 
father was not displeased with a resolution whid 
would save money in . his family, and readily cooq 
plied with his daughter's intentions. Accordingly, i 
the twenty-6fth year of her age, while her beaut 
was yet in all it's height and bloom, he carried h< 
to a neighbouring city,, in order to look out for a sii 
ter-fipod of nuns among whom to place his daughter 
There was in this place a father of aconvent, who w 
very much, renowned for his piety and exemr 
life ; and as it is usial in the Romish church for 
who are under any great affliction, or trouble of i 
to apply thepQselyes to the most eminent Confi 
for pardon and.consoUti<yn, our beautiful votary 
the opportunity of confessing herself jtdtl)is;c:^ 



We must ti6w 'feturn to Theodosiiis/ whtfj .th« 
Very morning that the above mentioned enqntries 
hkd been mskle kfterhiin, arrived itta religtodi boani 
in the city where now^ Co^stantia: resided ; and desire 
ing that secrecy and concealment ef^lhe Fathers of the 
tx>n^ent; which is very usudl upon any ektraordi^ 
Dairy occasidti^ 'hemade himsellf ob» of the order, with 
A'prJvate vow Mvet to enquire after Constaiitia ; Whom 
lie looked upoii~^as given away to his rival; iipNohthe 
day on Which^'^i^ieordi^g'to cpmm6i\ fame, their^maFN 
)^age waGs lohdve been solemnii^ed. Haiving.' in hii 
youth made s good progress in % learning, .that he 
might dedicate himself more entirely i to religion, he 
-entered into holy ord^rs^and^ in. a^iew years became 
^liowned fbr^ his- sanctity of life and l4i<)se pious sen- 
'4it&ents which he inspired into kll whd coAver^ied; witfa 
hirn; • It tVas this holy man tp^wbom! Constaiitia had 
determined to a()ply herielf in: confession, though nei- 
ther she nor aiiy other, besid*eS the Prior of the con;, 
-vent, knew any tiling of his name or family. The 
gay, the amiable Theodosius, h^ now taken upon 
bim the name 'of Father Francis, and was so far con** 
ceated in a long beard', a, shaken head, and /a religi- 
ous babrt, that it was impossible to discov^ the man 
of the world in the venerable conventual. 

As he was one morning shut up in his cq(^€«*» 
atonal CoA^iasitia, kneeling by Vv\\^,o^«^^'^^^^'^»^ 



■ ^ 

9f.h^ 0Ottl to Mm; ^YidSRer Iu|vU>grg9^ him i^t 

tetrs^ and entored updo 4hi^ p^t P^.h^ ^xy^ in 
vr hich he himaetf had $o gre^t , a ph4^ ^' My b^>^ 
vioiir, says she, :bas» i fear« been t^ 4Q4|h of a man 
wlio liad no other fault hut tbat ^of :^vii>g me iq^ 
milch*: Heaven only knows how d$Ar,bi$ )(yas to 199 
yvhile he livedo jind bow bitter the r^^jG^br^nqe af 
bimrhas been to m^ aboe bis dealb^Tn^h^here pausf 
ed, :aaid lifted up her. leyes ihat sj^r^o^apd; w^b tear) 
toward the Jather; wbo was sp ^mo^ed with thf 
aense of bi^r socrdwisi that he could only commad^' 
4is .voice, which was ^oke with sighs and sobbiiy 
so fiur as to Ind/ben pncxteed., She followed bis difii 
•tioBs, and in a fiood of tears poured 0iut her h^ 
liefbce him« The Father could not iprbe^r we^pj 
aloud, insomuch ihat in the agonies of his f^ 
the seat shook! under him. Cotostantia, w1k> 'th/ 
4lie good man >was thus moved by lus compi 
iowards her> and. by the borrof of her guilt 
ceeded with the jotmost contrition to aequaiil 
with that vow /of v.irgini(y in which -she wasj 
4o engagie herself^ as the proper atonement t^ 
ains and the on(Iy sacrifice she couki make tr 
memory ofTheodosius* The Father, whcv 
•time, had pretty well composed himself, b 
jfgain into tears .upon bearing that name> tol 
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had been so long dtsnted, and upon receiving this in- 
stance of an unparalleled ^delily from one who, he 
thoaght, had seirerd years since given herself up to 
the possession of another. Amidst 4be interrup- 
tions of his sorrows, seeing his peniient overwhelm- 
ed with grief, he was only able to bid her frov 
lame to time, be comforted — to tell her that her 
sins -were foi^iven her-^that her guilt was not so 
great as dieap|)reheaded — that she should not suffer 
herself to i>e afflicted above meaaure* AAer which he 
recovered himself enough to give her the absolu- 
tion in form ; directing her at the same time to re- 
pair to him a^ain the Jiext day, [that he might encours 
ageher in the pious lesolution she had taken, and 
give her suitable exhortations for her behaviour in 
•it. Con&tantia retired, and the next morning renew- 
ed her applications. Theodosius having manned his 
aoul'with proper thoughts and reflections,exerted him- 
-self on this oceasion in the best manner he could, to 
animate his penitent in the course of life she was en- 
'tering upon> and wearoutof her mind those ground- 
less fears and apprehensioDs which bad taken. posses- 
sion of it;;conckidiog, virith a promise to her, that 
he would from time to time continue bis admonitions 
when she should have taken upon her the holy veil. 
The rules of our respec^e orders, says be, will 
not permit tlmt I should see 50^, .\yaX.,^\iL.\»a.\ 'sa^^*^ 
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iirself not only of having a place in my pi 
oj receiving sxich frequent instructions ay J catt 
you by letters. Go on cheerfully in thegloriG 
you have unclertak«n> and you will quickly 
a peace and satisfaction in your mind, v, 
not in the powder of the world to give. 

Constantia's heart was so elevated with 
course of Father Francis, that tlie very nex 
entered upon her vow. As soon as the solei 
her reception were over, she retired, as it 
with the abbess, into her own apartment. 

The A bbess had been informed the n ight be 
that passed between -her novitiate and Fathe 
from whom she now delivered her the followii 

' As the first fruits of those joys and cor 

* which you may expect from the life you are 

' gaged in, I must acquaint you that Th 

' whose death sits so heavy u|X)n your tho 

' still alive ; and that the Father to iwhom 3 

' confessed yourself, was once tliat Theqdosi 

■' you so much lament. The love which we ha^ 

-* one another, will make us more happy in i 

'' pcintment, than it could have done in its 

' Providence has disposed of us for our ad 

. . ^ though not according to our wishes. Consi 

' Tlieoda«vi us still as dead, but assure yoursel 

' who will not ccai^e to prA^ .^ox ^o>\ vcv"^ ^>J 
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Constantia saw-the hand- writing, agreed with the 
contents of the letter: and upon, reflecting on the 
^voicey the per^n> the behaviour, and above all the 
extreme sorrow of the Father, during her eonfessiofi, 
the diSGOvered The^dosius in every particukr. Af- 
ter having wept with tears of joy, it is enough, says 
she, Theodosius is still in being ; I shall live with 
<^in^t and did ill' peace. 

" The letters whUh the Father sent her afterwards ans 
j^e^ extant^ in the^'ankn^Tytvhere she resided; arid arc 
cf^nread to the young religious to inspire them with 
•good resolutiotis and sentiments of virtue. It so hap* 
pened that after Conslantia had lived about ten years 
in the cloister, a violent fever broke out in the place, 
which'swept away great multitudes, and among others 
Theodosius. Upon his death-bed he sent his benedic- 
tion, in a very moving manner, to Constantia; who 
at that time was herself so far gone in the same i'atal 
distemper, that she lay delirious. In the interval 
which generally precedes death in sicknesses of this 
nature, the Abbess finding that the physicians had 
given her over, told her that Theodosius was just 
gone before her, and that he had sent her his bene- 
diction in his last moments. Constantia received it 
with pleasure : and now, says she, it I do not ask any 
thing improper, let me be buried by Theodosius. 
My vow reaches uo farther VViawVVva ^"^^^^ '^V-iX. 
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I ask IS, I hope, no violation of it*^Sbe died sood af- 
ter, and was interred according to her request. 

Their tombs are still to be seen^ with a sbortUtin 
inscription on them to the Ibllow'hig purpose. ^ J 

Here lie the i)odies off atfaer /r^oficiVaad Sister Corh 
stance. They aere lovely in their li$es, and in their 
deaths they were not divided. 

Such is the story of Theodosius and Consiantia^ » 
related by Mr. Addison ; on which I shall only ob« 
serve that there is an interpolation in the letter 
written by Tbeodosius upon leaving his fiiUier's P^ 
house. The passage where he Bays>. * The streams, C 
* the fiddsy the meadows^ where we have so often cr 
^ talked together, grow painful to me/ is not genor f 
ine, which indeed might be evident to those whQ 
liad not seen the original. Such romantic trifling ip 
aoi the lai^age of a heart in f«iiu 
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THC C0Il1lE$FpKl>l|||[CB OF . 

THEODOSIUS and constantia. 

LETTER.!-. . 



«*«^«#* 



Is It poffibU that Thcqdcj^^lis <jau apprcfTC tfef 
philofophy of BernierP What 'vy^oul^ bpcwie of 
Chriftia^kfi were we fo adojO; the foUo^x^ng 
creed fr^'^iM0m:€despl4^Jffs^ mefaroft ungrcm^ 
peche,*.Aftn to ^^^ja^ frorp pjcafm^!— wha^ 
emu he m^n ? Is mit this p^rfb^y the reverie of 
all mori^i and religious prfs^epte ,? Atc qot ahft^ 
nence, and mortification, and felf-denial, echf>44 
in our ^ars from the firft dawn of reafon ? Are 
not we taught to guard againft the prevalence 
of pleafures in general, arid to look upon them 
as enemies, under the inaik of friendfhip ? Con-* 
fider them in a religious light, and they confelf 
fedly alienate the heart from its' duty.— rftife7(7= 
"vers of pkdfure cannot be lovers of God, — ^Thc 
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offeElions cannot he fet on things above, while they 
tend to earthly 6bjea^.-^Confidfcr '^heir moral 
tpnd^n)ty> an4 theyxwilXbe foiin4 to vitiate and 
debafe the foul. Selfifhnefs, and a negleft of 
the focial duties, are irileparable from the purfuit 
of pleafures. — -Thefe'are jeilous gods, and de- 
mand from their votaries* all the aflFedions of the 
heart, all' the attentibn^' of the mind^ They en- 
flUtd'th^ better fecijti&cbi and iftafe the feirfes the 
tyrants of the underftahtiing. ' . 

■-• Stirely the nimd is too nohle a pitov4iice for 
fuch rulers; and, to me, the maxim ot-Bernier 
appears ■ to be no lefs' ihconfiftent With found 
philofophy, than with true religicfn.' ^'^I'f^Cy you 
will find fome tlifficulty to defend him in the 
opinion of --' t. i 

. Cq^tantia.; 



LETTER II. 






THEODOSIUS yo CONSTANTIA. 

VER. amiable, and ever ingenuous; pif 
hex enquiries, and modeft in her conclul; 

what a pleafure is it to accompany C 

in the refearchcs of truth and fgiencQ 1*-^ 



THEDDQSilUS AIU>:, QONSTANTIA. J J 

her conception!!^ • and apute ift ' her expr^ffions, 
throagh<theitie<liUm df herJ^fi^i^^ge, we difcpy^x 
ixipriB • clearly, 'ev^n thofe; ftntimeitts that arc j?pt; 
un^nowii to u^^ . It aiUfts the underftanding m' 
the fame mtarinfer as the tel^efcope aids the eye^ 
and brings near the diftant pbjeiS:. 
; Thus it is, * Mad^, diat while you call uppnt 
xne tP the decilion of ^oral or religious enquiries^ 
and place me in the dictatorial chair; after hav-* 
ing invefted me with the commiffipn of a judge, 
like a fkilful advocate, you in fome meafure qua- 
lify me for that office, by laying before me the 
whole merits of the eaufe. 

"When I praifed the philpfophy of Bernier, I 
had not indeed forgot that fingular maxim of 
which you have taken notice $ b\it I was by no 
means aware that you would feize Upon thisemi- 
-nen.ce, and frpm thence difcharge your artillery 
hoth on the philofopbcr, andhisencpmiaft. 

Well — fair friend ! fii^ee Vienus is armed for 
the ^engagement, and has already inade her attacks, 
fhe muft expeft to meet with a Diomcde,. — But 
Theodofiusi perh^aps, ^will pot be fatisfied with 
his cpnqueft ; if, like tl|e goddefs of beauty, Con-r 
ftantia flio^ld lettjcat^ yrouivded^ onl-^ vx^^Vcvrw^- 
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Tes^ my arnlable tticralift) I do apptore Hit 
phllofophj ot Berniei^ ; ilay I adopt fais creed too^ 
and Cdl^dially decbte ir^ith him, L* iAjHftenee dei 
piayiirs meparoit tin graPidpeche. What fe fin ? ]^ 
it not to 2t(k cohttary tO> the will <df the Supreme 
Being ? — Beyond all doubt ; "v^here that willii 
known. Is it not eViiiient that the benevolent 
Creator of the uhiVerfe intended^ and ftill iu-^ 
tendsj only the tiappine& of his creatures?— TMi^ 
ihuft be allowed^from the confent and the appei^^* 
ahcd of his wotks in gehjetal^-^And i$ not plMfisre 
happirtcfs ? It muft be foj or the ttrih is vkin. If 
then the Supreme Being intended prineipaily the 
happinefs of hi^ creatures^ ^nAilpleafur^eht hap* 
pinefsj Xo ahftain froW^ Pleafurey istofruftrate thk 
intentions bf Providince-^Xj^ z6t cotitrarry to hil 
will ; which is, cOnfciftdly, the tery eflence ^ 
fin — U dh/linence desptafirs ifi un grand piche. 
is a capital (in to abftain from pldafure, VaA 
faiuft have been the primary tiew Of Ae dr 
beneficence to communicate ];>leafiire to h' 
nature. 

To what other end was dias pottip, i 
nificence of beauty^ fcatteted over the vi 
rcrfs? Is not this the langU'age of ttati^ 



Ktoiight intb^ exifteiice ty tlie coWmand of that 
glorious being v^Kd ii i(JW i^^, ybur liiKeti- 
tance is ptiiftii'(i, ahd ft is ybiH: dtilj^ dtrty fo '^til- 
thrute h ii(r6\l^ Ate theV n^if tket^fort, clffldt'c'n 
of difobcdifenee, Vfcib, thus'itfvftea liitb tfi6 vihe-' 
yaitd of pfleafuife, 'tfarid idle h the matkfet-plabd,' 
alid vainly fayi ihTit na r/ia^ histB ethflo^ed thetnT '' 
^"Hatli dod^ ct^eated a Patadif(6, and ^^itfildi^ 
man look ardurid him to eiiibyiti btit, like hisnrft 
pitent,' as ddcribed by the En^fiflip^bet, rtinpen.^ 
Crely conteiijplate llimftlf in the murmuring fouh-' 
tSii ? J5hafi he f6i^ htt feet hiL imige in the Vai: ^ . 
tetsofadverCftVV and fhall 'the fair fcehes of life' 
be def6fmed th^otigh fuch a rnirifbr ? 

: Surely to' Abffairi from pfea^^^ no Inferior 
degree of guilt ; (inCe that very abftinence is a' re- 
pi'dach to the etcriisil and ihvafiabte'benevolencc. 

' Ftotn whbih db Ve deriVe feyery natural apjpe-, 
titc? Vy whofe" >;f?ifdbm Widre the'firi^^^ 
fenfatiorifbtrtidd? Tb ^hbfebbuhty'do wc owe 
the objefts of gtalification ? ' And to whofe bene- ' 
vc5lehce arc we indebted' for Ihe capacity of enjoy- 
ment ? Proceed ^6t thefe poweis' ^A. i-Js.oa&^a^ 

from the gtezi Yotircc' of i\i ttCvd^it ' ^ •as.^NR^- 

c 
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each ad^ted to its pfcuUar fun^iion ? An* 
Opt the negledi of thefe capacities a, bult i Is 
the mortification of.themr ;i«unc? 

By what means si^mc Pkafure into the woi 
Was it introduced by fome malignant ^i 
Did fpme Daemon contrive it for the deftrufl 
of mankind ? That could not be; for no ii 
rior being could have power to pervert the fai 
ties and capacities of human nature. In fuc 
cafe, the Supreme Creator muft have been an 
pcrfedl being. — Hf muft have wanted the wil 
fecure the happinefs of his creaturesi or^ if he ] 
the will, he muft have been without the po' 
to execute or eftablifh it. Either of thefe fup 
fi tions, it would be folly to admit . FkaAire, the 
fore, can only owe, its origin tq God, and its v 
name proves it to be of divine extraction. 

And {hall werefuie acquaintance wijth an obj 
of heavenly defcent ? Shall we ungratefully 
the giver refume hisjifts, or reproach: him w 
a fuppofition, that he woyld afe£t us with p 
penfities we ought not to indulge ? 

Yes, 5^r;7;Vr, youare in the right* The 
nuaciation of pleasure muft be a fin — ^not oj 
a^uai]y butefFeftuaU^'aCm% Tbfc^xdtvdthait 
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' ... . , 

fufes admittance to fuch a gueft^ mull acquire a 
gloomy and unfociai habit ; be fit only for the 
regions of monadic dulnefs^ where lazy fandlity 
offers a prepofterous devotion to that Being, who 
intended that we ihould rejoice in and partake of 
a general and focial happinefs. 

When the bias of nature is oppofed j when 
her fovereign dictates are broken^ man becomes 
incapable of rendering any acceptable fervice, 
either to his God, to fociety, or to himfelf ! To 
his God he is ungrateful ; nay, he infiilts him 
with a devotion more becoming the worfhippers 
of Moloch f while he fuppofes him capable of 
delighting in cruelty, of affli£ling his creatures, 
by giving them pailions, which it (hould be a merit 
to mortify, and of tantalizing them, by requiring 
a rigid abftinence from every inviting enjoyment 
that nature fuggeftcd.^ — ^To the intereftsandaffec-* 
tions of fociety he becomes cold and indifferenf, 
when, what fhould principally engage him to 
diem, the focial defires of nature groan beneath 
die yoke of undelighted abftinence.— -Upon: the • 

• - 

fame prihciplcs/he is an ehem^ to ^himfelf, to 
that lieiiig which wa§ given tfimiot'^xv^ ^\v^^V 
mcnt^ and wfeidi at laft lit &3i&*tctv^s^ \5r^£«.X5i 
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the ffiver, with ^ I kn^^ that thou wcrt aa hard 
*<in^fter, therefore, the talent that tjbou gayeft 
ff me I have made no ufe of: Bebold> here it is 
,•< again/' 

O Pleafure ! Thou firft, bed gift of cternd 
beneficence! Faireft and mod beloved daughter 
of h9av.enj all hail! and i^clqome to fojourh on 
earth! A ftranger thou art to ^cry malignant 
and unibcial pailion^ formed to expai^d, to exhi- 
larate, to huipanize thp heart! 

But whkhpr hp^sxnj fubje£t tranfported me? 
Have I loft fight of Cpnftantia i that cannot be^ 
for pleafure is my fubjeft. 

yet, poffibly, mj amifible frippd is, by thi( 
time, more than half difp^afcd. "Wterc, fays fhc 
will tlus end ? .Has Theodofius confpired wi^ 
B^rtuer to revive tb^ Xchpol of Epicurus ? 

By no means. Madam ! The pleafure we p^eadj 
is not the offspring of chancei^ but the cbildqj 

PpcL: . . -.. ..:■ ..:^ ■ . , 

• - » 

The Epu;ur^an do^^rineafplealiMre isfclfiib j 

this that wg. would reconunend is pious.-r-Fcon) 

cpnfideratiqns refpefl^ng the uncqrtain^y of th|{ 

life^ ^nd the iinprG^b4l^^y> ^f ancithjer, the AjthjOj 

ijian pJulofopher^ '4 '*[? ?^^1i^^^35!:^^ 



^her, > I^a^rtlw.y : Jaught his followers, to pu^rfu^ 
inceiflarntly/^ ali |hat was cajled enjpym^t.-r-rrr 
Ijoip reflexions Ai^% are ^pr^ijirabk to tjpe ^erfi^ 
P,rovi(jlet^ce \ tl^t C9i;^:lude him tjo |b^ the libcj^ 
giver of all t^^ 4eferves , ^he name of enjpymf^ 
pf tfee pl?jeas;tb^t g^tify,^n4 tb^rfftctiUie* tbgj 
finjpy— rifi obedience to his l^^peyolent iflt^% 
^ons, would ,>5^efua?pH)n the wpr}4.t9^)i^ PWi^Wt 
qf pleafHre^ ^ cwvii^qe it tb«:J^e fail dptfe 
?w?t fhine in /v^tin- .lir . 3 , :. ; .. J 

JSfor vill tjis do^rioe,} ag mj f<iir friend ftpprfi?: 
hends^ be at all inconfiftent witl^.th^ P^f^ 1^^ 
cepts of tbaft rel^ion we- profpfp. 
. fory after all, wlut i§ ple^^i^f^ P : Is it to %^ 
tounji at the table 9? riotpi^sfeilivity j oy^ Wf^ 
venal arms of ^s^ Ipve ? Imppffibl^JfQf tjjfife 
are UxehaAinte of ma4|iefej| of^^i^nqijs, ,4i%Mift; 
and folly. :i - . ' , 

Jl^^an pleaTv^re isrof si dp%4te tqnj^ij. • ;15hc 
difclaims ^U cpnn^£kio];^s with in^f^cQncy aiMi! 
f c^iqefs— Sihe ; 4ep}ii^es the fpcj^kty of unt^n4^ <^ : 
a ^^.apd;ofrfo^,jrparbgin^j<41jt^^ 
s A fj^ftfe pf the dignity of. hm^n .|}a^iff« %«!%/ 

- accpnapanies. hcr^j and flie cxTm.ot ?s,*^sp^\j^ ^V /^^^v 

- thing that degrades it. %€f(^er^e^ji\^S^i^^'^ 
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modejly^ and delicacy are her handmaids \ temper^ 
ance and cheerfulnefs arc her bofom friends*— . 
She is no ftranger to the endearments of love i ^ 
but ihe always confults her handmaids in the 
choice of the objeft : She never refufes her pre- 
tence at the focial boards where her friends arc , 
always placed on her right-hand, and on her left , 
During the time, (he generally addrefles herfelf to 
cheerfulnefs^ till temperance demands her attention. 

Let us now, Conftantia, enquire whether this 
amiable being merits the charge that yoii have 
brought againfl: her. 

Will (he alienate the heart from its duty ? — 
But, how? has it not already appeared, that &' 
herfelf was ferit from God, the beft gift of \ 
finite benevolence ? — It is only in the abufe, 
the perverfiori of the gift, that the heart can 
alienated from its duty. 

The lovers of pleafure may, undoubtedly, 
l6vers of God. — To be pleafed with die gift, ai 
not t<) love th$ giver, would be be unnatural aC 
ufigratefuL— ^Hence the charge of the infpir 
writer. That Tome were lovers of pleafure m 
tiflft lovers ofGod.-^'Whzt was this more o*' 
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The ajfeSHonSf you fay, cannot \ytfet on things 
€^ve, while they tend to earthly objeSs. Liter- 
ally, they cannot} — but the beft devotion, that 
fuch an imperfe£^ creature as man is capable of 
paying, is derived from his mortal feelings, per- 
ceptions and enjoyments. — ^Whenhe finds himfel£ 
happy in thefe, he is na^turally led ^ adore that 
being who gave them ; to look up with gratitude 
to him, and fo far to fet his affedions on things, ; 
abovcy as he has reaibn to hope for a happier allot- 
ment in an improved ftate of exiftence. — ^Thus 
far^ even a regard to things on earth, may affift 
his piety, and encQurage his hope, 
^ Our ideas of heavenly obje£ls are extremely 
abftraded from fenfe, and yet it is difficult, 
through any othti medium, to extend the affec- 
tions to them. — ^It has been obferved, with phi- . 
lofophical tniA, by one of the facred writeijs, 
That ty a man. Ionics not his brother whom, he hath 
feen, how Jhpuld he love God , whqm he . hath not 
feen ? I will borrow his mode o% reafoning, and . 
will add, if a man love not thofe gifts of God 
which he ha^/^cp, how fhould he fet his affe^- , 
tions on thpfc^]|ehich hehath not feen ?; — If hehath 
not been plcaff^fWith thofc tiR^o^twwxXs* '^\Lv2cw 



th6' divitti bbtitity TiatR allotted himV as j)etiiriacrly 
adijiite"d to thta ftate of b6ihg j- 'wihaf moral pfof- 
pfea^cah'he Kafcof^beiAg^b^ttef 'fatisffea in aby 
fiihiti6^ftat<i?' ''-- '^'^ '■■ '' '''- - •'•■■; ' 
- Bttt you: qtiairreT '^itrf tRc^ Wibr^f tehtSency of 
p/eqfurei and kj^-d iff vrilh tHtTl^Vy charge of 
vitialing the mimi ;{addingi diat felfifliTiefsi arid a 
nejglfefa of the fo'efel'diltiiis,' ^e^itifep^^blef from 
the pwfuit 6f it.--*Ha8 ' not^riiy fiiciid mkde a 
mifminh' here, in giving th^ name oz pteafurefo 
Vttt^t Change' "th^ tetms only^/ahd'thd charge' ik 
j ttft; \i iS' impoffibfe that /«n(?rtw^pleaftiire j' fhdufd 
v/V/ff/^, or that -rfSSrA/? enjoyrfltrtW fflduld £*fcfi^ 
the mindl^-rt is impbflible^ thiat dibfi focial rfe- 
l%hts which fofieh the heart, ' fhould make it 
fdfifht^' brexcltide'frbm its fefellngd^ 'Itegatd fbt 
the happihefs of otffers. ; : -. 

^ If'we' look into thfe mfeds arid wtantiers^of 

^ , • ■ ■■ , ■ ' • . " 

nien.S^e fhall findthat not the ve^f ibftemidu^, 
the mortified, or the fanftlmdnibusi are moft dif- 
tiiignifhed for ' fo^cial virtues.^THib * reafbn, I 
think, \i bbtibus— ^hen innpcerit at)^btites and 
defires are re {trained, the focial^fftfltidiis bn- 
guiih under the fame oppreffioni^^ft'^s fcarcely 
paffibK, th^t at)y-tA?irvv 'wVo nAfei^yi xjl^^ wj^t^. 



ments in hlmfelf» (hould be indulgent to thofe of 
others. — We beholS iHnauiiietii&le inftances of 
this, both in tnofe wha^aanot and in thofe who 
wiUnoteni^,,,,. .,,,,.,,,,. , 

cl^cj^ftiCS ths,fp<;M,yvrtue,8i and ^S ytho is.of.^: 
hfgPJ 4^PJ?G^p9 JfVp^lf^.wiU be.the firft^tq.i)rpr, 
inot^ tb^l^i>^ih^f^,pf.bi^.p,<fi^^^ : . ,. 

tjes,, aM in^ter j^edP^iSwK^qtTpp^lftf 9f pf, tb^fejjlj??: 

I!jli6 dwH if^^he si^^mmtsi<^'^^Mmi ^m e»^i 

<;lade«l| :bufet^e^fev^J^iita.B^^)#Mf pl«pfifWs» 

the i»tf IkQrual.^ppfitiliesj 4rq;gTajifi^^,v ^s.:\^^ a^ 
tbefcafeiai^pAthcrlpGlglji tl^er pjj-ovii^ o^: th^t 
mndi Mtiffi ncith^frb^ H9^gJ}iyaif|d^ noi^ bje fvfbr* 
jcA ta the:iufw^piti!pn 9ff iw:ld^l56i, 

Pardon me/Gonftamiai-wllen^writetp'yoii, I> 

know not when to have-di^nfe !— ev^nnow Hay 
down the pen wtfh re}!idatK^?r-e?>en noW| wkh^ 
ifigh, Ifubfcribe^ ^^ 
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LETTER- HLujf] j v^- o 

«», V • - * • * 

CONSTANTIA TO THEODOSftfi. ' ' 

HERE IS nothing iftorc triici tlatr tfiat creduKty 
is the foible of womfen. I have a violent incli- 
nation to believe cverj^'wotd yoti have laid;" 
as well your gdSlznity as your philbfophy.— 
Nay, I cati hardlybeiirail the^rtriif of my poor 
argument^ th6ugh 1 have theviility to think, 
diat the breathes^ you have made iti them^ might 
eafily be, repaiifed.-— -However, y6u, cettaihlyt' 
had the happieft adcirefs, U> iiitroduee your 
doiftrine by the hand' of flattery. The under- 
ftandihg of a woman^ is by nothitig fo eatity van- 
quifhed, ais by (the artiUery of ptaife.-^If it be to 
your purpofe to Weaken it,givfe it the compliment 
of ftrength* U fou Would blind it,)call it brighter 
than the day.-^The praife of a philofopher is 
teally .a mpfl; d%ngerou9 thing,:and it is not in fe- 
male fortitude to refift it. — Accompanied with 
the ideas of truth and gravity, it makes its way 
to the heart without oppofltion ; and the fenfe 
;jnd dignity of the fpeaker confpire with our na- 
tural love of it, to give \t the I^lvvGaotv qS. ^xv^^\\x^ 



t SHottid I predtfde all fiittx^ cdi^npliments from 

-Atiitttrw of 'Thck/dofius, ihd (zf nd more thati 

-what isufu^UyfdSd upon fuch occafions, viz. 

-'iJhtk'I t^&v^ hbt defervc them^ iowcvcr true it 

might be, it wotxH not fare me from the charge 

of aSedatioA-^^n imputation^ which of all others, 

• ^uld be moft ditadfiil to me ! Frank-hearted let 

me be efteemed;* and, thougH deftitute of every 

'^oWi^r exceiknte^ I fliall not be the meanefl of 

'jEny-fcx;' •■'* -':''■'•■-:■ ■ - ■■ ■■■" ^ ■ ' ■' 

But you fee, my friend, I hare given you feri- 

;ous,and I hope fatisfa£ioryreafons, why you 

' ihould (hut up the fountains of adulation ; unlefs 

you thitik &at they will give fertility to a barreh 

- foil.^— Aflure yourfelf, I (hall c6nclude this to 

^be your opinion,'if you pay any more compliments 

eidier to myperfon, or my underftanding. 

'I&hd no inclination to controvert any of the 
'pnhciples contained in your laft. — ^Thcy are all 
amiable at lead, if they are not folid; and, pof- 
(ibly, it may be nothing more than the prejudice 
of a narrow education, that would with-hold any 
part of the credit, due to them. 

Ah, my friend ; for, furely, you are m^ friend^ 
if an/ confidence may beTc^ofc4^\xw\cosK«k.'K^ 



Jl had^moftr iaid «^ i^rfJ^^w^i^&t^iB^jP^ 

..valuable ^fea^xneQ^s I ha¥^>^1^9u:fip|]k ^^^tif^t 
XDC to tUUdi: rat lar^c-rrTrryfCHii-^ ftoM T»e tbi^t 
^liiberty of ^(pui^^^ ^jt^s-asrtfittdUi^ liaji^ral' inb^rk- 
^axicc as fctim^ VihmSr-t}m^^9m^n^^^lS^hM 
^)o^g groaned 'UiMier 4iq tyi^afin^t^^^ilojfnf: |tf¥i 
that the word fpecies of captivity, was ^da^e ia»- 
.prifooment.frf^befiiiiiKl. , r ,"1 . .: 

£ver^o.be re^neinbered h tbatfdtftk^guiflic^ 
A&tkm, wlnc^ ' ^p^'i our iirft <^(G)qu^iB!taficej^ ypu 
rgave me in t}^ iGsove ^f Bpplatis., T^u : ppUt^y 
(f rctendcdt^thalitfwas vrritee&by Ibme lother^^t- 
icm iorthe ii|ftr«Sipnref iafnef o^ij^ 'kdyiiT^b^t 
I foon difqpverod'ia it^tbe jpirJt and iiHmfi^:§l 
Theodolius, and found it fo well adapted -ta mt 
own circumftances, that I .could no longer do^^ 
either for whom, or by whom, it was written 
Kotwithftanding this difcovery^ I muft^ 
you miil favour me with a copy of it, for * 
which you gave me has beendeftroyed, J b" 
by the zeal and induftry of t^ather M« 
Adieu i 



^HBtooanK) jam dmraifmi. ^ 
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XxBlVlitt iVv 



a. v«jm ■ «>v ajR .^^ .^«#f<' 



;: ) mim i TXiAKflc jb vu . . . / ' 



h ]'.:.') !j t'.u^.J;**'^^ "^'^ 



Bv fupp6firig nife'tbl)ic tW' fotlow- 

Lm Letter, yovi Have laiff nie jin3er (bme difs|- 
gfccable cftcum|lancc^ 5 put what Vould yo^ 
coAcIude, ihoutid I, on that account, refufc you 
^ t6fy'ctf-ir:'tnighty6ti'ri<5t*jt^ Charge mc 
Witfr th^iteaWidA WMck^(rtrToigtfeaU^ 
Ybli'ffi^lil^Vd'lt, tte'ftici tdhfbtititridt -\frliat ft 
Wffl-*-aCW«aii8i ''t^tiitt^m, ^hd fhtoi^ijii 



• » • 



, % A lA%x^m oi the Acadcw^ ri?^Zfe Cf^cg,: 
« Madam, . > 

' =«fhefirft'fte^thati"J^uri^^ 

wants it. — The mind is fituated in fuch «in 6bl 
JIbiite'f eoefi^ imd ;b Ib/lkti&^tiie 'Ol^e^ '6f the 
2felifc«,tlnrt:it[i8 a aifiiidt ihatter to nSkeh ^id^ 
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light. Hence, we are apt to believe it fufficiendy 
fumifhed, wheoV4e&latr ahd empty; and to 
think it properly cultivated, though it produceffnio 
little moire th^n, tIl^5U^&gro^t}i pfiiature. 

Better, hDwevcTj is even th^t growth, than {0 
artificial produ£ts. Better, is the harveft of wild 
"^fimplicity, than tne rank and thriving crops that ^^ 
liaveheen cultivated dy' the iiiiuttry orFolly! " 

Of all the Qfflfnfiy;?^ weeds th^t, arje pjit .t(^ Xprii^ 
4ip.in a,yoimgmind^ and to opprefs its better 
fruits, aflfeftajtipn is the moft dcftru£Hve--jW.heic 
it takes rooti the loye of truth and nature Deriih 
unavoidably, and artifice and infincerity ufurp tjidr 
place. Qualities which are fo infinitely odiouS) 
-fo pcrfeftly oppofite to all th^t is amiable or 
:deffcrving of confidchcci that, if a Btdy had^ an 
averfion toteing beloved, ihe c6uldnbt nndan^ore 
efFedlual antidote. -, » 

Never,, Ma^am,, haye,r.k^Q^fi,?^n afcficd 
w<)ipanpQflei9re;4,9f^^y:a^iaU^ ▼^uoiijl 

quality J . .,; r . . ,., > i ;'; 

;The Coccatrici IsLOOtlunknowin sto yon. Behold 
in her, then, a moft: ihftru&iT& lefbure on the 
4aaji^ement of the mind! Forlfae :CocGatnc% 
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^ vtd»the bcfi^natofal undei^ftaiitdmg, not itneiU- 

D nioft odious i|iK)mfiri in thelworl4. / Afitdisiticm 
has the abfolute ckMninbnbodiofihevperfon w 
I ipind.'T-HeT wpj^fijhertnotions^.her ad^ her 
I <|pinioii89 are, aH. under the /influence of afiec^ 
. tation; all recetve its ugly and diljguftful (tamp/ 
I ^ — Obfcurely bom hcrfelf, the Coceatrici's paffion. 
IS Quality. — ^Without any very ftriking accom- 
pliflimentsof perfoiij,. (he afFefts the foftnefs, the 
negligence, the languifliments ,pf beauty. — Thefe 
;ihcl innumerable more abfurdities^ arifing from 
the fan^e principle of afFefkation, render her the 
contempt of your fex, and the jeft of ours. — Yet 
\rere ridiculous manners the only efie£l of this 
principle, the Coccatrici might be laughed at and 
pitied ; but the fame infincerity, the fame devia- 
tion from truth and nature which produces thefe, 
has other cpnfequences that render her deteftable 
— (he is fcurriious and treacherous : nor is this to 
be wondered at. A mind, which affeftation has 
alienated from every natural principle of fimpli- 
city, lofes at the fame time, the focial virtues,. and 
becomes indifferent to the intereftsatid\iR,\^^>i-- 
iationof others. 



dBoii&in(uicerit)i:^^mleiit nblignic^ Biake a put 
of ' die ooia]H»fi£(i)m i>£)diB^(Iiv 

' Charadcrs art ^always the bcft cofnmentsr upoir 
precepts. — Iti the Coctatridj Ma<iain, ybm bchoW 
by what oditms qualitieft a poHfbddiinderftanditig' 
may be debafed. 

for the imoroycmcnt Qjf thci,mai][nets, thqrjc- 
fpre, fomething more mulj.be neccffary than the 
mere acq^ifitionQJ[ knowledge; and,thisfometh}ng 
I take to be the cultivation of benevolence and 
finqerity. An^in$nitepufnbero(virtuQ,s willfpring 
from, thefe valuable roots. — ^The loye pf human 
kind will maic^ you .a friend to evq^y fellov^-K:rqa- 
ture, and, togcjther with, the approhatioi\ of ygur 
own heart, general efteem and, admiration will be 
your reward.-— The Iqva of truth will always fav^ 
you from afi;e£bation^ an4 all its. dif;^^eea})le 
confequences — Sacrifiqe at th^e flirinjB of, nature^ 
and rather borrow from her your manners aiid 
fentiments, than from the. fantaftic humours of 
fafliion. From her, likewife, borrow your know 
ledge f and not from the labours of the fcho 
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-*-She will give you no narrow or illiberal ideas 
of her great author.— Be fuch writctsy therefore^ 
your ftudy^ as have niade her theirs ) fuch as have 
{hewn die wifdom, the econoniyi the prudence, 
the benevolent purpofes of her works. The 
contemplation of fuch obje£ls gives the mind 
a large and liberal turn ; lays a foundation for 
the moft rational piety, and reconciles us to 
the allotments of life^ when we behold the 
fuperintendence of a wife and benevolent powet» 
over every department of the univerfe^ 

Next to natural philofophy, the hiftory of hu- 
mankind will merit your attention.— Various ate 
the advantages to be derived from this coUrfe of 
reading.— A celebrated writer of antiquity haS 
obferved, that he who is ignorant of what hap- 
pened before his own times, is ftill a child. — - 
Before I had made a competent acquaintance 
with hiftory, I never could read this paiTagc 
without pain and fhame.-^I imagined that the 
0^ eyes of the great orator where upon me, and that 
I appeared childifh before him. I am. now ex-* 
trcmely well convinced, that what he obferved, 
was. comparatively juft. 
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Igjiorance is tl^ chafs^e^Ulic cf dbaldbo^ 
and the mind that is aniofoirmed, ^1 wliate]ii;er 
period of life^ is ftill in a jmetUe ft^te. 

From Ac inoyfMgi of paijb crents anddiieir 
csmfes ; from attetidiog to ^die economy of pio^ 
vSdenceinthecftQriDad land intemal govenunesit 
of jdie wQsMi liy trwcmg the iptogrels of fcsepcc, 
and the gradual impcov^nuent of the mind, we 
lesam to bxrni }ttft eonceptions of hmnan aAions 
a^ jotpinioOd^ io make the heft ufie of xeafion, in 
forefeeing dieiQon&qaenGestjf qprinciplqs yet mir 
pT;i&ii!il^d I to enlarge and l^israUze our religious 
fentiipienta, while -we contemplate the Supreme 
Seii)^ in thje papacity of an univerfal parent .3 and 
to fee what moral ,perie&ion the 4^uman mind 
is /capable jof> when man u> hisiayf^ge^and in his 
ciyilifsed ftate, is difBnfUy preiented to our 
view. , 

Thjste, Madiim, are jenqttiries wordiyjof ara« 
tiQnalcteatme^^f-woitby of thatacute and^xenc^ 
ti^tmg genius which die IHieral hand of ^9buuse 
hastgiyen jiOtt I 

^Make an adequate ufe of her generous and 
raluabk gifts.-^Defpife the foe tr of iiiperficial 



Coppery, diat is erer jcalousrof Atperi^r-fti^f alf4 
dreatb the koofwledgb 6f a ^mrndti on ftc^lult 
of its own ifftonxtcci-^jf yon ire nol widi0t«t 
hdpesof bcittg unilefd to ai diaii o£ nii acconir 
pHflicd iBind, qdaiMy ^ourfdif forr bi§-opn|pa»^ 
^^L^ faxBDE not be obH^ed to cOi»fi4er bis wife 
merely s a domefti<;, ufeful in h^r appointment} 
make him eltei»ii he? ad a r^tipiial comipamon^ 
whofe -converfatioa pay enliven the hours, of 
lolitude«r and who. with a mind not vacant or un- 
furp^fbed, may9.UHe the houfholder in the gofV 
pcl^ bring forth ou$ <jf her treajiire things neiu and 
old^ ': . .'„■';... .■ .... ' ■ ' 

To; i^hat a defpk^le ftaf e wooU ycfuf £bx b^ 
de^aded, by tboib' md^o^Useva^ e| digiBity and 
knowledge^ wha wotdd debar' ^op fjE€fm both 1 
— ^What ! were tcsS&m^ juid rgfiej^iat^,* and m^ 
moTfif amf every other faculty that is^ ^dap^ed to 
Mterary iniprovemcritsj giVen to .yp^i aS; they 
are given to us, by a different author j €» for 
different 'purpofe8?-:--Mean fallacy in our fex, 
that would eftablifb the worft fpecies of tyranny 
over you, the tyranny of the mind ! Grouridtefs 
sHid ^liberal fear in man, that he fhould loie hi^. 



3? tHEODOSItlS AN1> CONSTANTIA. 

dignity in the eyes of a woman, who was not 
inferior to him in fenfb \ Is it the property of 
eultivated minds to hold cheap the accompliflio 
Thent^ of dtters ? Is it not from fuch minds only, 
that theycan meet the refpea diieto their merit ? 
-—He who 18 afraid of marrying a woman tlhat 
is not abfolutely ignorant, gives- a fair proof, at 
leaf):, ' that fueh is not hrs' own €afe. 

There are provinces, in which our fex may 
properly acquire and maintain a fuperiority of 
knowledge, and in which it would not been 
worth youT while to excel,— There, are likiewifey 
certain departments in which you (hould claim, 
unrivalled, th«6omplhncnt of excellence ; biitihe 
cultivation of the mihd, fhonld be eqiidly the 
care of both, fince nature has given to/both^ 
mfrids equally capable of cultivation.. . : : . . 

It was natural f or me to* digrefe, when J wa& 
pleading in f^vonr of the privileges, of your ami« 
able fex I - . , . 

To an acquaintance with natural and civil hit 
tory,you will do well, to join the lighter and more 
amufive entettainments of the Belles Lettref, — 
The iludy of ihe former will enrich, that of the 
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latter will embelliih the mind.-*^From works of 
tafte and harmony, we derive a kind of mechan- 
ical virtue, and learn to admire what is truly 
beautiful and harmonious iamoral life. — The^ ge- 
nius of poetry has a foftening and humanizing 
influence on the , mind.$: and its pathetic powert 
increafe that charming fenfibility, that enthufi- 
^ictendemefs and delicacy of afFe^ion^ which 
renders your lovely iex fo juftly the delight an4 
adniiration of ours. 

I -mean not, however, that by this kind of read- 
ing you (hould foften your mind, fo much as 
form your tafte, by admiring and attending to 
'what is perfeSly beautiful, in one of tltie fincft 
arts of imitation. 

This art is (b naturally adapted to cultivate 
that harmony, ^which the Academics of cld^^f- 
teemed llie eflfeiice of moral tntue^ that I was 
always at^ lofs to know why Plato would have; 
poets baniflied his comm6nweak&, till cohv^ced^ 
it was becaufe they hurt the interefts of religidny^^ 
and injured" the dignity of the gods, by tht fpor-^ 
tive fallies of the Mufe. 

After all. Madam, whatever proficiency you 
may have it iri your power to mate vn'^Atex'ax^ "a^x- 



J 

cdMifdifliinents, fotgiet net tlat ^ qiiaikies ef 
the heaict are lAfifliteiy Referable to tbofe of iihe 
he^d. Should fm beitoabfe, fiv wain of affift^ 
ayft^or oppottntinir^y toiiindflBDjouviniiitid wkH 
die tarealiirds of aQtupxiiBjr; to acqaasot ^ourfelf 
wkh ti^e^ j^ilofopb;)^ o£ nartaic: ; ob tir embelliffi 
ybor «s»(bs by diis :hio>e poi i flab d fafaotes: of 
6eriksf femembet diat ydulftiil ha/mik itt your 
^r^i^ir Id m^4 y^vfetf axiliaibley bf.ar fvincctiicfs 
of difpoiitiofi, by an opennefff of hiiart^atid fim« 
pUt ky J maimetd';*' 



X 



! Tt^u# liif Gonftanda^ t;he g]raye Acat^midan^- 
you will now, I hope, not be unwilliiig to take 
np^^ JigHfct ewria^e of the FrhpiL-- — ^Ah! 
mimt^ Te|rfete with tet^d^i^e^ f-^-^Coo^ipsehenfive 
of «veTy kihd^ ev€{f y faidifutfeRtknent! <* Surely 
you^re: my friend/' 4i4 yo« fey.-^Yesy Con- 
i^iintia^ .believ^ it^ev^r/aftcirc belietciu^If every 
ard$^l with for yo^ h^j>f4ne&y every a^S^ive ini' 
pnlfig iefifetvp and oMige you; if ,4c higheft 
efteem, and the tendered T^gard^ may be allowed 
to coi^ttute the n^jt .^ffentialpart of friendihip^ 
furclf^. Thjisoitorius i& ^Ke friend of Conftantia* 



te 






f 

Yet, too generous in your acknowledgements ; 
too liberal even in your ijdpiis of gratitude; — ^why 
will you attribute to me any part of your accom- 
plifhments ? Alas ! what am I ? The little virtues 
I have, if any I have, I borrow from Conftantia| 
and by contsnuaHycontemplattnglier pei^AionSi 
[ aoquii^e, as it wiece, a kablt of lifiitfttiQg them* 

Can I matke a better ufe of thcfe uncheerful 
hours, tJiat i am doomed to pafs at a drftancc 
From Ae friend of my heart I — Dans ces rdraites 
fdlliaireif 1 find no other confolation Aart what 
writing td^ or thinking of her affords me. 

Why fiiofe needlcfs prohibitions of praife? 
Why ihouM Conftantia fotbid her friend to-cofii- 
pfement. either her perfon or her underftanding ? 
-Hthc former has no need of, and Ae latter is 
Aove all compliment 1 

What luxury in theindulgenccof this growing 
t«ndernefs! ah precious luxury l-^-perhaps, for- 

liidden! 
^- Adieu I ^dieu! 

Theodosiui. 

* In these solitary re/f^eats. 
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LETTER V. 



CONSTANTIA TO THEODOSIUS. 

£vER generous, and obliging 5 but, poff^^^ 

too tender! ^Yet (hall I blame my friend fo: 

his tenderncfs? — Surely, no — But why ".forbid 
den" ?— what does that me^n ? — fliall the inter 
courfe of friendfliip be forbidden? — I canno 
think of that — I cannot, muft not lofe the friend 
fliip of Theodofius. ^ 

You have my moft. grateful thanks for the 
Academician's letter, which I will endeavour tc 

fecure from the inquiiition of Father M , 

The good man has a ftrange averiion to every 
thing that tends to open the underftanding.— Yet 
why. would he keep one in the dark ? Can it be 
of any advantage to him ? In my opinion, the 
Academician, or, with your leave, Theodofius, 
has inconteftibly proved the female right to 
learning. 

This, beyond all doubt, provoked the worthy 
father's zeal, whom I have heard fay, 'That all 



kiMywledge wa* kivcftietfiit die clWircH;^— Would^ 
to^Hearefi, A^ tiiechutcK would'be liberal' fdi$ 
once, aitd'cBfperife i-Httfe df ^that kno^tedgd to 
att%no^m^girf, mtKo wdiilfi'iye rid fefs Aankful' 
for that 'than for its ptaycK; 

Will you, my friend, forgive mc> when I tell 
you, that I have frequently wiflied you had been 
in Hdy orders; ahd^ appointed iriy cdnftfibr' iri- 
ftead of Fath^<3M^-^^'? f^ fiittei'* myfclf you' 
would have indulged me with woiks of learning 
arid imagination, and would not have confined 
my poor library to Orai/ons and Notre Peres alone. 

Pray tell me, n)f|)hitofQpJV<$ri you that know 
the human mind, do npt. ypu think that the pro* 
feffors of rcUripn^hurt its int^yeQj^^^by purfuing 
them too clofely ? Suppofe they (hould now and^ 
then afford us a little refpiteT^Suppofe they" 
fWould diversify our tekding*ia;i<l our iliidi^g j' 
fhxjdld wenoif itetttrn to die ittetitlotife^ of reli^lbn ^ 
with greyer ahcirity?' : '^' -•' ' • 

All tliefe churchrhen, however, arenot equally 
coritra£led in their opinions. — I,lia^'€i lately ilolen 
the reading of a very* delightful book^ which,!: 
KaVe been informed, was wnttctiia^ >ix'^^'ox^'v* 
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tainmen.t and h^mOiiop. of ^the Dujce of J^^v^ 
gufidy^ by the pr^iipnt Arc^bifhoppf Qanj^bray, 
his preceptor.-^-^I haTe. moreover* been told that 
the publication of this bpok \fra^ ^fie£ied by the 
treachery of a domeftic, and that it brought frcflr 
inconveniences on the prelate, already in. dif- 
gracel . - , 

In.what 2^ ^ifiOTWe coijidition is human reafoti^ 
yhc^ liberal feniimen^^ill brif)g.a.ii^ into dif-; 
grace J ^c^j^eu!^ 
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THifeObOSIUS TO CONSTANTlA. 

I* t Aii * ■ I : i > I J • * K ' » / - - - # ' » • J ' ' i » . . . 

Rejoice that^ you are become. acquainted with 

the ncvir publicatjon of Mr. jP<;7f/(?/u themoftami- 

aple philofopheir th.at ever Europe^^djuced ! His 

affluence of imagination ; his glowing and impaf-. 

fioned fentiments : the attic fweetnefs and deli*. 

©acy ofhisftyle— but above all, that delightfu 

cnthufiafm, wKcJi, worshipping at the fhrine p 

lim^Ie and beautiful nature^ ipakes .every readd 
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a convert to her principles j — all thefe qualities 
give to FeMelofty the palm of philofophy among 
the modems. 

I mourn, with my generous Conftantia, I mourn 
his difgracc; for it is the difgrace of my country. 
It is not for Fienelon we need repine. — Reconciled 
^o evei^ event by the addouciffement of philofophy, 
is he not more happy in the confines of Cambray, 
than he could be, if, carefied amongft the number 
of farvourites, he yet breathed the unwholefome 
air of a court ? Zealous in the difcharge of his 
paftoral duties, a friend to humankind from prin* 
ciple, bttfy in the exerctfe of beneficence to all 
ordersj, and all focieties of men — ^Whoisfo happy^ 
or fo great as Fenelon ? 

Like some fair star that shoots its evening ray 
Brighter along the dim wood's opening way, 
So Fenelon, by favouring courts admir'd^ 
More feebly shone than Fenelon retir'd. 

Think not, Conftantia^ th.at I am p;irtial to thift 
illuftrious man, becaufe I have the honour and the 
happinefs of his friendfhip. — ^The following fub.- 
ftance of a converfation, that once paiTed between 
us, will convince you, that I hvrt ^x^^^cv^cs^a^^^ 
Battering pii^ure of him. 



4$ ruliOJ>o^m ^i?d comr^^Ti^- 

Mr. De Fenelift.-^Mj regsird for yQU, Thcodo 
fiusj makes me wifhy<^uTbs$pin)^t»$ andtif mj 
longer acquaintance with life may. estif lease i»> 
jgive you any adyice»on that fubj^ft^ I will not he 
fparingofit^ 

^heodo/ius. — Sir, you will do me the greatell 
favour. I have hidierto^ been a fimsger to mtf*- 
ery; and if you would inftru^ mehowtoprc- 
ferve the hs^pinefs I enjoy, ^^hiilka you need 
only tell nie, how I may deferve the contiiitiance 
of your fri^Mlflup. 

- Mr. De F^nelm^-^Cki that you may at all time^ 
rely. But our friehd&ips, like every thing t\{t 
iix^t we enjoy, are fubjed): to tlie influences of 
chance and time. I will give you the beft proof 
I can of mine, thierefore, while I have it in iny 
power. - - ■ 

The life of man has many cares belonging to 
it; but the firft and greateft care is that of the 
immortal Soul. — ^We cannot be too attentive to 
the interefts of a Being diat -diall endure for ever, 
-and to place any other in the fcale againft thefe, 
would be abfolute folly. 

^iZWgf///.— My lord \- 



Mr. De i3?»Wiw.— But you c^iiot %atit c(m^ 
iri&ions of liiis kind.*— Y«ttheve is one particu- 
lar xaie reTpedUng the ibul MFych tnay not have 
occurred to you. — 

Theodojius. — I beg to be Informed of it. 

Mr. T>e Fenehn, Have not you oWerved the 
progreffive improvement of the mental facoItie% 
from the firft dawn of reafon, to the decline of 
life? 

Theodofius. — ^That improvemcirt muft be obvi#» 
ous to every eye ;-^but fome of thofe faculties 
feem to decline with life itfelf — the imagination 
frequently languifhes under the weight of years 
— ^the powers of reafon and refleftion are, many 
times, almoft wholly loft; and the memory 
is entirely effaced, — So far the perfeftion of the 
foul feems to depend on the perfeft ftate of the 
body. 

Mr. De Fendon. — As the body is merely the 
habitation of the foul, its tenant can no longer 
occupy thofe apartments that are ruinous, or de- 
cayed by time or accidents. — Hence fome of the 
mental faculties feem to be annihilated, when 
Aej areon]/ fu/pended ; thus oltttitim^^ vi^Tcsa.^ 
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Tai^ly Jblick the memory for ah objed 
with which it.wUl voluntarily prefeht us 
row. An intelUi^iit nature cannot fuff 
material influences,, and therefore may c 
dependentlyofthem. — ^Nay, it may exif 
perfe£bion of its powers, though thofe 
for want 6f their proper vehicles, are nc 
forth. 

Theodofius.'—i conceive the poflibiKty 
and am now impatient to be informed w 
care it is, which has the foul for its obje^ 

' Mr, De Fenelon.—h.% the faculties of 
are continually improvable, and cannot 
ftroyed by what happens to the body, it 1 
ble, that in whatever ftate of comparative 
Hon they are, upon quiting this mode c 
in the fame they will pafs into another 
though 4iigher, (hall be ftill improvable 
former. 

^eodofius,-Wh2it would you infer fron 

Mr. De Fenelon. — ^That, next to the 
of virtue, the improvement of the min( 
to be our principal care ; for as the fori 
entitle us to an impioNed ft.^\fc ^l \i€\w^ 



latter will qualify us for" ilic •tfiijdymeht- ^Mtv^ 
From the behevdence of the Si^t^ipeme Bethg,^ as-^ 
well a« upon the principles df Wtfoii and ph%ffe^ 
phy> we havea right to ho{>e ttial-the fduV#heh^^' 
it quits the Ixxly, wiltnot 1?et«rttothat ftate of * 
ignorance in whkh it sifpped[f« te^^^ when if firfl^ 
informs it.' '. - I' ■ . ■;: ..^rh-oi;^ :o t.io»i>-.: 



•^r. 



J'ieodofius.'-'Uhis is a verjr plcafing conclufioh^ 
ahdfuggefts to me a\ariety^of agreeable re-' 
fleaions. *' , : . - I 

Mr.'De Fifnihh:—1 hzy6 deceived great fatlf- 
faction' from the contemplation of it.* It is prcg-^ 
TMint with many circumftatices of co^mfort:— / 
When we'havc been toiling for the acquififiph*^ 
df knowledge, we may^hav^ the plieafure to cori-' 
dude, that we have not been laboiiririgfoirthe bread 
that pertfijieth i hut for that njcihich mdiireth unto 
ettrnal li/e.—^lt mtift be the greateft confolation/ 
to refledl, that the mental imj)rOYem^nt8 we 
make, fliall laft beyond the grave; and that the 
trcafures of knowledge we lay up here, we IhW 
enjoy hereafter.— * > •• "^ 

If we have contributed by our own wntin^a 
to the adrancemcnt of fciei\ce» 2livA. ^^ ^viXvw^ 



5^ T^j5M9<W5it(*Wr coiiiirAKTUk 
di^fi*) pfi 4i« n^if^rriwhsit % glarbua reflc£bimi 

-r*^ tho^^feirii^iwW^b b«ve w«ciT«d new?: Hglktsv- 
nft^:i^0^(Wit» ftpi»^ que dHcoreric^. Iball iCf* 
tj^j^j^affi:^ rfi^5ryi6w»cifiii^ and 

%^1 tfbi^:^ ^WUlilmW' eqiitrihttlifid ito-Aftper^ 
feflion, of glorified natures and everlafting ioi* 
telligjences.-^Tt.eT<Bj§l fQP^l;hi9,Pf aviflung in die 
tfequght — I am- tranrportcd-^I fecL a. godiyk^r 
pleafure in the indulgence of it. 

contributed fq.^e^tly; to the. cultivation^ oiE the 
hunjah m^i:^d^^aYC^.rigJitto a^l the,ii|<cs^es thatr 
fuch^ ^eflc£lioja». c^n> affiwrd j-r-and Jjowt, indecdir 
and adcqu^t^ to. thC'dig^iky, of himan iiature,^ are, 
the obje4^3 of cojjpypjjacencjj that attcndthenu But, 
for my Qwn ja^^^ I.havc^ al'yirjyfa^ th^jijght,. th^ 
every improve^xi£nt,th^tnindrc9^dTmal^ 
fia^e Q£.b«}^.,>vpfilflbc fupe|^uf^?)in ap^tJ^^j 
t^j^l /its . faculties would be infinitelyr eoiargeds'. 
apd.that^ at thp.cQip:|mand of Qmi^goit^nce^, it 
would make a quick trandtionitp the^ngelifr 
nature. . 
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' Mr* De^Fenebn, — For fuch fu))pofition8, how- 
ever common they may be, I apprehend we hare 
little more or better authority than what felt- 
flattery will aSbrd us : It appears, and has ever 
^(^peared to mey more probabk that the foul 
•&ou]d arife to a date of fuch perfe£iion as we 
conceive o£ the ang^Uc natures, by more regular 
gradations, than are ufuaHy affigned to it. 

Here our convcrfiition wr.s interrupted by a let- 
ter from Madame G//;?^/?;, which, while the good 
prelate was peruiing with vifible eagernefs, I re- 
tired into the garden, and was led into the follov;- 

Ing melancholy reflexions. 

,^ , • '' • ■■■'.■•. 

*' How afFe£ling.is it to obfervcj^ that the moft 

enlightened minds mak<s the neareft approaches 

to certg,ia degrees of madnefs, or pf weaknefs! 

Genius feemstobe the child of entjiufiafm an4 

yet enthufiafi^, is frequently the difgr.ace,the ruiu 

of genius. The AfchbiQiop of Cambray, the 

literary ornament of Europe, diftinguiflied for tl^e 

moft pure, the njoft refined. philofo^jhY^ U Qv\s:- 



-Tied ^u^ay by ;t^ dvedmsMiMSisiAxMmf. and ;^ 
tends^Nto die' rxv^gs (Of am infaiie ritooto^ ; c£ 
JUch is. tWsMid^€ )(&«)»«:/ P ! •< I • :. 

Alter walking fjppe: time ;afaiu^;;If ma,^ agalh 
j^oitied lDy tKe Ariahbifl^op, whq>.!«^idi dtat c^p 
l)enignity X)f cowtfcnsinos pecUlbi tO'Jiini> t^fiMOi- 
ed l^e convetf^tion. Wiqut/JblldiveBl'wcmlii 
ftretch this letter topi £aT^'4».£spe&i an ^ccbuht oi 
il in my next. Adieu ! 

Thi^odqsius. 



LjEtter mi. 



••«•«•• 
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JVIr, De Fenelon, — You will exciife me, Theo- 
dofius;^ a letter from Madame Guyon always com- 
mands my attentioni 'That ferapKic woman 
feems to have obtained a kind of beatification ; 
and I look upon dn addrefs from"her as it were a 
voice from heaven.-^— But I willnOtfolicit your at- 
tention to a fubjeft which has given occafiori to (o 
many unhappy disputes.— t will purfue my -pur- 
pofe of giving you' the bed inllruftions I am 
able to' give you, 'with. regard to your condjuft 
"id your Iiappinefs. 



it 



Before i»e ^) tread tjbe^lfegif.o£.lif<^Wil^l^at 
gsacfc f ii l nribnBidv prap^etff iwUdi. mideri cfr^iy 
charafler eafy and agreeable, itis-^hfelu^dtx; W» 

k^^J|edgebott;pf;i^n}c}p4,?n^flfo 

attended to the different formsi that the 1P^S^^J}S^ 

be right, may likewife maifyJyfp^Q^W<^ 3f}(l, 

they pever ougl)^t, to h^ve the.lcaft wejght with us 

.i:' *^ .: :j; i:-;TLJiib cTit: -roT — .Vy...- '1 .'lie 
in any thing,, that may concern the reputation or 

the iiitereit of the perlon welo judge^oi. — -What 

I wojLiIa.oblerye, is, ,tn,at ^here are jnethods 01 



coi?imerce of hie.— Thepnly ijieans I Kno^7)f are 
thoie I^nentioned to you — ^to, attend to anaie^rn 
the mfrerent forms that the paiTions aljujne m. 
different, char a wrs..,. , ... > 

._^ „ ' • • T ' • • ' ■ ■ ' ^ ■' «•' ' ■ V , . . • - \- > . —^ • - ^ \ 



^ », J . ■ —..-,• , J --.-... ^ - - V 



TheoAftun-^At^d^'j[e£f mjlcadf may not an 
s(ifti£lcial depaitment (frequentlyi rendev fiidi^aii 
enquiry vdini u - -^ ../ •■•..;:. l.:.;. ■ *; . . .'■> '.j 

Mr. De Fehehn.—lt may fometimes perplex 
it, but will felddm render^ -H-Vaih;-^ even aftr- 
jfitc itfelf takes a cotour iiroiri ffie paffioni, arid 
they may 'be read and diftih|ui1hed in its ope- 
rations. ^ ' «'' ' 

7%i?(?rf^«^j';-^Thii8 ybu wbtiia iffiftfuab meb* 
know mch in getitirali-^btt-ittai^^ not bfe a* 

mdre paitkulir pfotefs'of eiiquSy, whert^ati^^^ 
j^articular knoWfedgc' orfindividtilifi is heeeftary?^ 
r ihoUld be giatt" to^ be inforhiefi:' * how' I might' 
<ibtain a thoroiigh knowledge of the mkn 1 could 
wldi to make my friend. - -' - -^ > 

Mr. Z)^ Fenehn.-^'For thi$ different methods 
l^ave been, recommended^ ^nd different expert 
ments h^ye been tried. Spme haye had recourfe 

• • ,,'■'»'•••••.■ ' ' . * . . . 

tQ the chyqiical proccfs of thje bottle, and others 
to a fii^itious cfiitrefs ; but both to no valuable 
t,^^(k. 'Th^ fird did not CQnfider that a man. 
deprived of reafon, is no longer a man ; and the 
laft had not refle^ed that, on certain occafibns, a 
man might want the power, though he wanted not 
the will, to relieve tlic d\ft.Tt&%^QiV^^ Vw^^*---^ 
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Sxidia fatbp^^mafter^ bix^er^ ion, tarchofbahd; 
as' hie iliall be foiihdy fucita fikml.will.he be^t^tY 
It is, moreover^ in t;Iie minuteT€ifQ«imftanCeS'<o£ 
his condiuS:, that we are to ^enquire, for. siiQan'a 
tdal ohara£Xer.^T-^In thefb he istihdet thcr^influfi 
ance of hii tiatin^ dif{k)fidon^':^hd.ads'froi^ 
tiimfelf— ^whUein his/morc open and: important: 
adions, he may 'be drawn <by'pub1iic opinion, audi 
many other, htbdtml motiTcs, irom that; hiafl^ 
Hrhich nature w6uld have iakcn.^-rf4^ .f . .jcui 

' Were I finfccrmore to make dhoice of a friend^^ 
the firft 4ii^tti«^^ I would look fortn him, fliocTd^ 
be Sincerity, andSehfibllity r'^fdt^tlicfe are'the^ 
foundation of alihbft all other virtxiesi ' ' 

' Theodo/ius\"^t6^ riot here, my lord,' imtreat^ 
you J hut' teltme how that feJf-lcnowledge is tbj 
be acquired; the acquifition of which you have 
allowed to be fo effeiitial to oiir happinefs/ 

, , . . • J .... . . 1 . , . ,'. . ,. ; . . I ■ . — 

Mr. 2)/ Fenelon. — ^There is no ftudy ianecef-. 
fary as this, , and yet, unfortunately, there i^ none, 
fo. difficuU. . Self-kpowledge, like that Hefperian^ 
fruitj^ which w^s defended by Uie vl^vUw:^ ^1 






5^ THEVBttSIOfldHDljCOMBlKABaniUr 

ywjm i fairg i ii h te yjtbajritriaf^nibftiiawf^ |g 

Ihdol^'inoB taotnpmfatt:^^l%^bdoQ«3^':in mJofiB^ f 
veutii&^|irdvm<brto£Me^y.,-^Tlifc ii&<Hl tSditfi 
dusaof tkefe ^guaixia is fFanhf^ atiyjzt. d)^i faM 
tAtie^'tlieioioft.'aitfQlo^-eKjywa ascdqtieitihmcd.iM 
hav)eiiaccdrs(^i>ffae Jiasi^adkifdsrilB^ugKDtoi&pteifi 
upo:Sy%Ai^.ahd^iQftiadGafiiSr^yn»t«i?%^ to pre^ 
&iitiyo|x iri&ra d^^entobje<9:5ifaititifideQd» aiuii 
Bfocitifu]; ttq looikliflf qofj ibtn^Yfec^uqldd^QlIh^j&giscQ: 
ysishyiflittaisxfk i^3ori4^d^ride&aBfe)a:dbogefiMis( 
centinei) at-dbe-^jus>b£ &^/i9W£ni^6;/jirlied'.ydtt' 

return with,.igfiwi^cg.^ibaia4.tji^.-^^^ 
Prld^TkvA f^a/fitv be ine^eftual, . tjiere i« yet po- 
ther; recjqubt t^ .h&^ attacked, whk^ defended, 
by Sflf^decepUQti, •, This is the fubitleft o£ all thcr 
guards that furrpund the tree pf SpltJcnpwledge 



you caiinot gbffibly (liftiilguffh' tiie''feal *bbje<a you 
aM a-t) iE*r6rnliit liikgcs tcflcGtVd^A her mirror;^ 



' 



'^» 



^ -^^Jb tij^^igidi^ with ivpu DfM~- 



f> 



^' Tieadofius.—Th^c} ilitlcca, hiak^^ a lorttiicfeWfc 

I ; •' Mt'J^\D^^ k^^^ the afflftaticfc'xrf 

^ ^fu^;* ' A^ttfeftnieMtfiatibn^ df ftifetior cn<l*Kint. 

ers vaitiflr ilj)dn tKp ap^earaiace of an jabkr ma- 
^ 'gi^tenj or, r^iher^ ias the ^wAfifrw ii? inftxnal 

if{)irjt6| m^dcffteyediby the Influeoc^ (|f ^ pd^^; 

-a^phFOach^rf^wik: : ! ... 

• '\ ■ • > 

t " - ^ ttedSoJuk—Yti h It not, m^ Ibtd, a inittcir of 
I ' difficulty, 'to engage this valuable auxiliary ? 

' Mr. jbe iv»i?/i?«,r— Or, rather, to perfUade out- 

' felves t9 employ him— for there the difficulty 

[ lies -.-Tr^Beforc be can be brought over to our patty 

^ h^X^q^it^s fo many mortifying cpnc^ffions, th^t 

' we rejec^ his feryices, becaiiie we are unwilling 

i . to purchaf? tjiep ^t fo dear <i 'rate. . 

■ ,.. ?^/»#«J:--TTet.fuTely:, n;ylgrd — - 

' r ^r. jP^i^:W(3;7.-:r-Thejarebutimaginary pof- 
fi^lJipns that he ^-equires us to part with— It is vety 
true^j: an^jufor tl>at rcafon, one would think the 



f ■ >■ . * 1 .- 
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itetttis not hard.^^^ThexldiRiniDils oif^ankj^^lik 
the gardens oi Armiday are puteljr. ideal^ aiid 
•jniy begivfsnttp^wiAoutlofs. . _ ( ;. 

Theodofius.^^AxiA yet,( poflibljri wc are-indebtr 
ed to this hm^Vat^yyUixYiTiitht^^ wc 

. enjoy .-^Does-npt the whole, art of, happfncJi 
•eonfift, principally, in being wcJU deceived ? 

* ' ' ' 

- Mr. De Fenelon.—'YoM h^ve drawn me upon 

• a rock that I wiihed to avoid.-^Eor'tbc fake of 

Truth and Virtue;, I am willing to perfu^de my- 

felf that it is not fo ; — certainly, we are not dc- 

.ccived when we derive our happinefs from the 

cultivation of thcfe.— At the famet}me I will own 

.thatjfuchis the weaknefs of human nature, there 

, are a thoufand douceurs neceflary to give a relifli 

to life, in the compofition of which, deceit has 

a principal hand. — But what the Englifli poet 

calls " The fober Certainty of waking Blifs," that 

muft undoubtedly flow from the exercife, or the 

refle£lion of what is real and fubftantial. 

. , , • - (. 

Theodofius. -^It (hould fecm, then, that there 
are twp fources of happinefs; — one from which 
the imagination derives fancied entertainment 
and unreal pleafurc, another that, arifingfn con^ 



(;iw3-vjrtae, yields ^o^cXfafon and r^dion a 

Mr. Z^ i^s/z^^;l.«--£videndy-4a]ld we may 
drink at both thcfc fourccs : but we (houid make 
it our care, that the fountains of imaginary plea-> 
fare contain nothing, that may tend to inebriate 
xir diforder the inind. " 

VT^dofius. — Can ttey ever be attended with 
iuch coiifequences? ' r 

Mr.^ He Feneloft,'--Too frequently they are.— 
The imagination may1>e indulged, 'tili? it fliall ac*- 
quiffi ah habitual empire; over the undeiftand&ig, 
A nianwhofcgenitii&4iid' temper are naturally 
wariWahd fanciful, may givehimfrff up To ei>- 
tittfy to the fweet irifluences of enthufiafmi^^ that 
die j^dwi^ftpf cool i^fon and difcemment ihall 
be greatly invalidated, if not wholly fufperided.-*- 

# # # # * # # # *.* #:^* . 

Imagine, my Cot&ftantia, how this fpdech 
affefed'nie;— At Aat filbmentthe afiair of Ma* 
dafhd^Tftjw/j^occUrred'tb me, and I wept to think, 
that my amiable inttruiJbr, in his own perfon, 
bore teftimonjr to th^ trutlii oi \^^ ^fetnaxvixx. 



1 



Co THEObOSIUS 'AND CONST AKTlA. 

The tcmaining' part of- bur coiiverfaticfn, wJ A 

my anfwer to fome paflages in yOur Iftft lietHBiV 
fliall follow this without delay..^ Adieu J 



■i . - 
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LETTER Vni, . - 

• 4 ^ - . . » ... ... . ■ 

THEODOisiUS TO CQNSTANTIA. 

Concealed , my tears as well as poffiblc, while 
the good prelate thus proceeded. 

• Mr. De jRwrfi?/*.— Every principle acqiurc3 
force and influence from habit & and if it be as it 
certainly muft be» for our happineisi :to Hv« un- 
der the dominion of RQafpn,;we flipuld take care 
to exercifeandconfultit ^pon ^yery occa^n.-^ 
Thus it will acquire ftrefxiigjth.^nd e^ic^cy, and 
our obedience to its difiates^ will become cafy 
from habit. 

doubtedly the laws of tife. — ^Biit in general, my 
lord, how impotent ami ineffectual ! What fivaik 
her legiflation, when the Will, the e^eci^tiYcpow* 
i> ieems not to be ih her intereft^ 
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.^,Mv,.De Ffft^Ho^.-^The will mull be gained 
«ver!by art, aud management. Where re;^fon 
jb^^npteftablifhed her empire^ {he muft do it by 
degrees ; — exert her authority in little and indif- 
ferent thingsr-ma^e mockrfights with the enemy, 
and have recourfe to eyery other gradual and per- 
fuafive mcthpd,. which are made uife of to recon- 
cile us to talks oiF difficulty. 

Theodojius. — ^This method, indeed, my lord, is 
the mod promifing ; but itfeems that ve either 
want fkill, or inclination to apply it. — We al- 
ways confider reafon, as impofing her dictates 
witha magifterial fpirit.-^he feems to approach 
us with an air of rigid honefty, rude apd unpo-^ 
lifhed as the di<9:ators from the plough. 

Mr* Df Fenelon. — ^And did the fame fimplicity 
iof manners, wjtii^ji.diftinguifhed die age of Cin^ 
dnnaiis^ prevail at this day, (he, would be as fup- 
tefsful too.— Alas ! Th^sodofius, to the lofs o£ 
that fimplicity,^ to our deviation from nature, wer 
owe , the greateft part of tjiofc evils whereof 
we complain. I think the precept moft effentisJ 
to the haj^inefs of human lifcji is> s^Live agru-r 
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' • • ♦ - , »• 

Tieodo/ttfs.'-^This precepf, my Idrd, vappea>r^ 
to want a comment— May T hare the iia^mfc^ 
to hear the Archoifliop of Gambray prea:ch from 
Tuchatext? : .. . ^ 

Mr. jpV 7v«^/<?/».:— Nature herfelf will here be 
the beft comincntator. She„ as well as reafon, 
feems to nave her confcience in the human mind, 
which fails not to reproacli us with every breach 
of duty^ *• V - 

Alas r my friend,, how often do we do violence 

to nature, and call her diftates behind ! What ar- 

-» > - "^ ■..,.■■ . . 

tificiU niifertes do we lay \ap for ourfelves, from 
the indulgence of imaginary wants I— we are not 
content to fearch* for happinefs withfn the fpherc 
of Natuf e-^it appears to be bfirren arid infipid j 
*^i — we flyfor it into the more ijpecious and fplendid 
^circle of Art;* we are amufed and 'diffipated in 
thefearch; but wencv6r findl^c obje£l wc art 
in queft of. — 'At length, weary and difappointed, 
we look back to the long forfaken walks of Na- 
ture; forry that ever we defeated them, and 
ready enough to compliment themi with thofe 
J>leafure*yielding qualities which we fhpuld now be 
^bd to find. — But this laft hope proves frequentr 



ly vain:— ifiy being long' ficcuftomcd ^6 artificial 

" • r • • 

habits, -wrc have loft all taftfe for fimpficity, and 
"what might eafily hiv6 engaged our afiedions 
'rtrhen younjj, w^ b^ho^ld'with avcrfiott4ri the 
decline of life. ' 

Theod6fius.--'\ underftand you, my lord.— Tou 
(vould advife me to Cultivate the love of hature, 
ind to plan my life upon ' her fimple model, while 
yet I am young. 

Mr. De Fenelon. — I would — for the rcafons I 
iiave already mentioned; — ^becaufe in her walks 
you will find the only genuine, the only home- 
felt happinefs; which, however, you will be in- 
capable of attaining, fliould you defer the appli- 
cation, till the habits ot artifibiaf life have 
deprived you of all relifli for natural enjoymetits. 

Theodoftus.-^T!^ wifdom and experience otiiiiy 
venerable,inftru£lor would b^ fufficient to convince 
me of the truth of thefe obfcrvations ; but I think 
I have, within the little limits of my own atten^ 
tion, feen the laft confirmed in many inftapces. 

Mr. Dt Fenchn.^ — It muftbe obvious Jo wry 
p^on who > makes ^the leal); remark on life, th^t 
tihotc who have long lived in 0[lec^xc\^^iN^^^^^:^' 



/ 
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/ i;a[nriiever <}uit it-7T^pt that they ftill find -^ 
account of ple;^fure in it; but that thcy^are ^ 
for^: arrd incapable of ^any pth^r n^e of enj< 
mentt-f-rWhat vel^iwi^dpwe behold bufy in t 
purfuit of the moft contemptible. ttiflesIWl 
a difgratc to human reafon. to behold a coun 
nancCj furrowed with age, djftorted with ch; 
rin. over an unfuccefsful game ! How difgufti 
to hear a matron weighed down with years, i 
courGng like a girlj^ pn the frippery of modes! 
Thefe are the unavoidable effects of purfuits 1 
bitually yain. — 

But when I would advife you, Theodofius, 

live agreeably to nature, it is not alone thai 

woiild fave you froin frivolous purfuits and fa 

taftic follies. — Life is not to b^ left una£^ive^ a 

by efcaping fedudiion into the path pf vanit 

you will, of courfc, take that pr~wifdom. *] 

do this, indeed, and tp live agreeably to natui 

are terms of almoft the fame meaning.— For t 

end of wifdom is a rational and lading hiappinei 

which is only to be found in a£ling conformal 

to thepurpofe of our cxifterice, and intreadi 

in thpfe paths of truth and fimplicity, which n 

^vurc has pointed out; 
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Here my ever revered* mftruftor cridci his 
'welcome Icflbns.^-^I could have fpent a' life in 
liearing him ; and thereby thbuld have foiiiidthat , 



liappiriefsi which he taiightme how to obtain. 

Two ends are anfwered by thus committing 
his precepts to writing.: which Ihave done with- 
out much difficulty as they aSfe yet freih uppnmy 
memory.i— The pen if an^^ccellent memoTialift ; 
and, whil^ I aQi writing them for you, I e(lal^ 
liih them nipre fccurely in my, own mindT— At 
diQ.f^;^ ti^ipfie, I am cpiiyi|iced that Conljantia 
will ^ith^ find them unentertaining, noralto^ 
getter ufelefs,^ even ip. her own feryice.^ , 

Let rae now turn to your laft,^4^-..^?tterj 

^hi<;J^ i? pot yet threa 4?JF^ -^W* ^lH>Hgh ^» 9iuch 
JiaRJhe.en written fipfS I KJCcivcd it, . / ; 7 j . . 

''' zfil^^^mj Ccmft^n^ta! (laddrefs you fiis my 

lifeart -Kiggefts) this dcfHghtf irf mtc^couyfl: ms(y 

"liotibQ'^^^n^y lorig^cohttetmiPice^ n^wib&ft^n^- 

ing yoiit kind and tender folicitude -that our 

ifricndfliip may ncA be kvtett^^^ttde* 



^ i. . 
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The fdChets of C<mfttiiti« and of Theod 
though their fituatidn in fome» meafure 
them>intd a fpeciotts ifiterehatige^f ^iv 
are of tempers and £entiments fo extremel 
fercnt, that whenever they meet, ngiethinkj 

a 

jfenfible that this contempt in both, arifes 

'motives equally infighifTcant j the oiie v: 

himielf on the fupenotity of his fortun 

btlicroi die advahtage'8'6f:h»8 birth" '' ' 

' Miftakeh men 1— What are the' 3iftin 

"that ijfade one man above another ?— Ndt v 

or titTcs, certainly ^Genius, wifdoni and 

^albne; have this diftin^ui{hirig^pdl)ir€ft*i/fb^ 

alone are ^Capable of enlarging and'ennobh 

mind, and of exalting ffie'humah capacit^ i 

^Wi^lwffl^b.^ ' ' "•^' '-'' '■-'' ^'^ ■' -'- ^ 

' ^ Tio^ ' biig^ this fml3tfeei?ea ■ cottteni J)t '- ^ 

fuppreffedbypk)Ktciiefsil fct€itnbletothii&- 

0^ tbei|i5^{t f aihire jof Irfifpefik : injeit;b<?r ^ij 

jfciendrjfrrjiwn^ farew^lthis^ar a^d^JUap 
tercfjufcfe ;^0i lcn^Si!f-.r^r0wel !th^: 4ci 
freedom of jOur mpicpk^gJcou^^xV^^ ' 
fweet /ejour at noon— 



fields— All F bnchintttig -^alk^,: 65i»ftaTrta1^ 
when Fancy, heightened by the fufronndtng;^ 
beauties 6f nature, gave tdJ ^1' otit <firebttirfe Ae^ 

happieft CttthtMafth f - " 

Should I not tremtle, even at t^e podibility 

. ■ • .... , . ,,.,...., 

of lofing aha ppinefs like this ? . 

— But let U6 not afflift ouirfielres with diftant 

■ ' . • • ■ ' <■■'..... 

cvik ! (C^ that they were far diftant I) I will think 
no longer of them^i but quitting tliofe tenderly- 
a«^ious.^ thou^tt, which the begini^ng of youi: 
kind letter fuggeftedj^ will proceed to thatjpart of 
it^ ;v(fhere you o^ligir^ly propofe a 4|uefti9jn|i and 
call upon jme for an a^wer, , ; 

La/nry'.iiidfied^ o£^puuerfj HhSL jH^ profeflbr^ 
of reHg]<liifihuit ksriifitQrefljs b^/pinfiting/thflni 
toadoFely j paftidulat}y^!wlkcii:t|ley.ra^keraj^ 
of unnaiuval and 4ihnedsfiali^y. ferrbrifimiH^Yei 
this imfbl^tutnite doduiie ha^ thvatvn:* ltd gallhig 
weight on thd eafy yo^^o^ Chriftiaiiityi ' alrhoft 
ever fince its publicattexll-ii^'I^c fathfet^i UEpfe, 

♦ U;i4erih€ refreshing ihad^ 0/ tUfeW^l^o^H^^ 
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fathers in whom the chuifCh j^as placed fuch an 
implicit conMincBj gave to that religion, which 
was meant to enlarge smd humanize the^misd^ 
the meaneft and mod conttz£ttd fpiiit and prin- 
ciples.-*-Some difgraced itby thevileft quibbles* 
and mifquptations; others loaded it widi the moft 
fuperfluous feverities, forbidding the ufe of natu* 
ral and lawful pleafures ;f-^nay one^ even goes 
fb far, as to declare^ that the Patriarch was 
deemed worthy of a heavenly vi(ion, only 
t>ecaufe he lajr his hea:d upon the hard pillow of 
a ftone, and what he'd Jd from ncceffity', advifes 
us to d6 by choice.— -One i|. has falkn into the 
nioft idle ^nd abfard fpirit of aHegoriztng the 
piaineft literal narratives, fa£^s, and precepts? 
apoth^r^J with equal abfurdity, adheres fo clofely 
to the letter, that he tfells us tiie devilihvented 
buikin^to gm God thelie,ibdcBi:(fe it is fi^id, that 
ani^rjconnot^a^d ciieictibatib.luelftature. In 
ihoTt^ inHY ifiriendi' thefe lights of the churdi were 
ia genooilf ihe mo&inBcrable fanatics, ignorant, 
; * &^ JiliimAtant^s Adieuiaafthpob^as/urt/u! cross* 

I Pngen. ,. 

i TerthUlian% t 
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fuerUe,, and perfecutirig.— No w«nder, there- 
fore, if tbofe who confider them as guides^ 0iould 
tread in thck fteps.— No wonder if they fliould 
cheriih ignorance, foUy, fanaticifm,. and every 
ridiculous effe£t of blind and fuperftitious zeal. 
Undoubtedly, my fair Reafoner, thefe mif- 
guided feverities are ruinous to the real intereil 
of religion; and its profeflbrs, as you obferve, 
have certainly hurt ;thofe interel^s by purfuing 
them too clofely. 

Slavifh and broken fpirits may thus, indeed, 
be impofed upon \ — ^but where is that Free-will- 
ofFering, that rational and Uberal worihip, which, 
founded in an intelligent faith and gratitude, does 
real honour to the Deity ? — Such a worfhip can 
never be paid, till the mind, refcued from the ty- 
ranny of an impofed belief, acquires the privi- 
lege of thinking and concluding for itfelf. 

i 

It would, therefore, be for the real intereft of 

xeligion (if that intereft may be allowed to confift^ 
in the promotion of a rational worfliip, and aa 
inteUigcnt faith) that the mind (hould be fet aC 
iargc^ and father M — — -r* would by no meant, 
lofe bis account ip it witLrcgajrd-tp puTBietj^ 



• • • t • 

though he fhould, as yoii fay, give you a Jittlr 
rcfpite, andfuffiir you to divcrfify your reading! 
and your ftudies: for, what you obfcxrc is cer- 
tainly j uft 5' andyou wouM not only return to the 
attention of religion with greater alacrity; but> 
by enlarging your moral and natural knowledge^, 
you would acqiiire new and nobler principles of 
devotion^ from beholding the wifdom and bene- 
volence o£ your Creator, dHplayed throughout 
the moral and the natural world; 

But whether or not you can obtain this indul- 
gence from your confeflbr, you will by all means 
fecure this letter from his inquifitorlal eye 5 other- 
wife the fate, not only of the letter itfelf, but of 
the writer, may be fomewhat dubious. 

I fmilpd at your wil}i>,that I were ^pointed 
your cQi)ff flbr in the rpom of Father Mr-r— — . 
,If I thought you fincere in that wifli, I fliould 
have very little inclination to be fatisfied ; for, be- 
lieve me, I had ratherftand in any other rektidn 
to you.--T-In one refpeft however, I fhould' be 
gratified by this appointmeirt:i----I'fhbuld 'letrn thr 
ftatc of your heatty andlse allured I would govern 
it with abftliite^Vray,-*-that would 'be a* circiim- 
ice worthy my ambition. — KSvruX ik^-msvW 
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« 

ble friend, and remember, that if e^rl amlio^ 
noured wil& the abovementioned appointment^ I 
Mrill make it ihy queftion, whether yoa weic fixu 
cere when you exprefled diat wifh. 

Theodostos. 



UeXTER IX. 



•••*••• 



CONSTANTJA TO THEODOIIUS. 

[ Have athoufand things to fay.; bi^t where ihalt 
X begin, where end ? — ^My heart dicg. wi^hjn me, 
when I think of (bme pailage$ in your laib^^what 
dreadful: fjpirits of misforton^ have you conjured 
up ! lay. them i for heavenVfake^Uy them again^ 
if you have any regard for my peace orhappinefsi 
— SJuH I teUyou that the enjpymeot of your 
friendfiiip 19 very efiential to both ? why fliould { 
xuH teU you (pi Surely filence on fuch ^ fubjeft. 
would be a kind of difingejauity ! 

This free, and candid acknowledgment is the 
only return I am able to make, for all that induf- 
try of kindnefs I have experienced from Thco- 
dofius. Poor an4^ ina4equate is^ the reward, but 
what can I do more ? 1% \tmm^ ^o'^^x xssx^- 



02 'THEODOSiUS ANU CONSTANTlii. 

Theodoftus. ~^l!his preccpf, my Idrd, vappears 
to want a comment. — May fliayc the iia^mcft 
to hear tfie Archoifliop of Gambray preach from 
Tuchatext? • . .. 

Mr. J?^ ivWipw.r— Nature herfelf will here Be 
the beft commentator. She^ as well as reafon, 
feems to nave her confcience in the human mind, 
which fails not to reproacTi us with every breach 
of duty,, 1- . . - . 

• ... 

Alas I my friend,, how often do we do violence 
to nature, and caft lier diftates behind ! What ar- 
tificikl mifertes do we lay \ip for ourfelves, from 
the indulgence of imaginary wants !f— we are not 
content to (earch^for happinefs withm the fphere 
of Nature-^it appears to be bjirren and iitfipid ; 
X— we flyfor it into the mote fjpecious and fplendid 
'circle of Art y we arc amufed and <diffipatted in 
thefearch; btot'weneytr find the objeft we arc 
in queft of. — 'At length, weary and difappointed, 
we look back to the long forfaken walks of Na- 
ture; fofry that ever we defeated them, ani 
ready enough to compliment them with thofi 
pleafure-yielding qualities which wcflipuld now hi 
ghd to Bnd, — But this laftlioigc^twt;^iTt.a^'5iwtii 
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But I am moll charmed with the venerable 
man, when he explains and enforces his precept 
of living agreeably to nature. I felt the truth 
of his dhfervatioils without the aid of experience. 
And ihaU I appear vain^;wheii I tellyou, that I 
have always retained certain fentiments> that 
were of a cdlour with thofe of your noble friend ? 
— I have always thought that not only the moral 
but the religious happinefs of human life, was 
beft cultivated by that fimplicity of manners and 
defires, which would always attend the love and 
purfuitof nature. Adinire with me the follow- 
ing paiTage, which defcribes the happinefs of a 
man who leads fuch a life : . 

' E'l ^ubbiot e'l'for9e> e'l come, el perch^« rio 
Nol possQn far^ che non isti fra lore; 
£ col uero e col semplic^ iddie lega, j 

£'1 ciel propizk) alle sue voglie pieea. . 
I think the fentiment, in the third quoted verfe^ 
of uniting the idea of God with truth and fimpli- 
city, remarkably beautiful. 

You ,fee Ihave akeady profited by the Acade-^ 
mician's letter,, and l^ye not negle^ed the 
. aj;nufements of poetry suid the Belles I^ettm.-^ 
I am willing toaibiibc to this tle^^^ft; ^^^ms&. ^ 
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tdk^Iiig^ (till gf^Ater ddtan^dgis thaH he^ hd< ftl« 
loti^ iti jihd ^ii^ of >oj^M«ti^ ib^ the bdft phiio^ 
lop^^ diid riseralityi ia «d be fottUd in the irerks 4f 
^ po«tf f fbr widiriefgavd to^ plilfaCi^y^ I would 
gbdljr be <tf^4>^iiim wi tb tba Engliih ^diti ixiiete 
ll^fayli' - '' 

Not hardi and crdhhed is dull feols iiippos^> 

t wdald i^iHiKlgljr t!iet6mdd ttiyfelf diat tibe kfl 
^(^t^ i^tapiMt fii'tnki^£tmg tLi i»eftcff |yaft 
of uMit krtd^lddgt $ ifor I find x thxrm in their 
%(rdi4cd) fi^t^^iof fo ^ pteafare arry anikef moit 
of writing affords me.* j': 

Whedi^r it i$ the power of hzrmohjy cMr ima- 
gination! tlhaf dins lieads nte captire, t ^m at a 
lofs to know J whether it is the? ^leg'aricc of 
thought," the ; tendemels, or the gentility pecu- 
liar to pbetijr, that delights me moft, I am un- 
able to determine ; tut all together give me the 
mod exquifite, the riioft refined enteftaihihent. 
.-^I ^^rtder not that h6hdtrrs, hejrt ^t6 *^tine^ 
have dW^yi Be^h paidib pWs f attirf that ih6k 
heaVetr-^^vburcd gchrdfcs,^ have ev^f bet**l >f- 
ieci^nrtf -ftpctiof to iBi ttSi-oi ttv^Vvdk^/ ^^- 



ny own part; if I Qiould bnag an bfiering to* 
heihrine of any human being, it fhould be to 
hatbfavpoetJ AdietjI 

Const ANTni« 



1' * 
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LETTER X. 



THEODOSiys TO CONSTANTIA. 

1 HE approbation of Conftantia is more than the 
reward of worlds^ and her favour more valuable* 

Theutmoft of my ambition haseverbeento (erve 

md oblige her, but why will (he aferibe to thofe 

fervices, to thofe poor endeavours to ple2|fe, more 

merit than they can poffibly have a claim to ? 

Yet it is no wonder if Conftantia, who poifefles 

every virtue in the higheft degree, (hould carry 

her gratitude to cxcefs. 

I will not anticipate thofe evils which my fears, 
poffibly too induftrious, have fo often brought 
before me ; but, while this delightful correfpon- 
dence lafts^ I will fit down, with fecurity, to 
enjoy the fweets of it. 

What fpirit and fenfibility ! What elegance 
of thought, in your laft ch^rmiu^ tettsxV ^"^^ 



•}& TREODeiUJS AND- .OOlWDAHTIl. 

Ian even unproved utKU tbd Ajrcbbilhop's pre- 
cept of living agreeably to luture.) and, in con< 
cert with the Italian poet, from whomyoiihiree 
quoted that paflagc, fojuftly admired, you have 
dirown a new light a})on the fubjcd. 

Nothing could be more nobly conceived, than 
the fendment of uniting the idea of a God wit£ 
Truth and Simplicity. — ^To deify and adore thofe 
amiable virtues, ia certainly a very pardonable 
fpecies of idolatry — if, indeed, it can be calleii 
idolatry; for we, certainly, worOiip the Supreme 
Ferfe&ion, while we worfliip his attributes, ai 
it is only In thofe we can form atiy idea of him. 

And yet it was from this fouree that idcdatry 
with all its tioublefome and pernicious confc 
quences, was derived of old. When the attri 
butes of the univerfal Being were perfonifiei 
and exhibited by figures, the multitude, neve 
capable of abltra£tcd thinking, nun^tered £ 
many gods. 

The fentiment of your poet has, nererthclefi 
great metaphorical propriety ; when divine he 
nours are paid to Truth and Simplicity, mat 
^ertainljj, .is .dpoe foj: the fcrv^t *£ virtue; 
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Ks you afcprofefiedlyiot sidmirer (tf fimpk 
ure, I win veoture to fend yoa a poem, which^ 
that accottnty I' hope, n^ 'be recommended 
the fubjed. — At leaft, 1 am furc, it has no- 
ig elfe to wcbmmend It ; and let that decla- 
on convince you, that I have not the ambi- 
I to afpire to the nam9 anddignity of aPoet^ or 
opethatypu^lbnqg ^n pfieruiglQinyihrine* 

itten^ in a Cottage-garden, at a village in 
'^^orraitt j 'ahd occafiohed by a Traditi6n, Cbp- 
:eming a Tree of Rofemary. 

Ar^pstum Loqjtitur. 

thou whom Love ^nd Fancy lead 
To wander near this wopdiand hiH, 
If ever music smooth*d thy quil|, 
r pily wak'd thy gentle ree4» 

Repose beneath my huml^l^ trec^ 
If thou lov'st Simplicity. 

:fiinger» if tiiy lot has laid, 

^ toilsome scenes of busy Irfe^ 

Full sorely may'st thou rue the strife^ 
f weary passions ill repaid ; ' 

In a garden live likeroe^ . 

If tboulov'st Simplicity*. 



I 

^ .THBOJDOtSItrS AMB eoNrraoiTiA* . 

'.[^,(0v(rf3r»b9)^jiprtnig'i€i:iiaab3r>ayicar - / e, 

r TM, onerniBii>ori§d-s|f ig tp^^^f^,.; : ^ 

JJpjre it froni It ms|£i's' bier t . /, r : 

^And hpimey^arA w^^Jkipg, we»t o'er mo 
The true teai?s pf Simplicity. 



f . . •. -rr, ;'; 



' And sobit, hkk cbttige- w indb w near; 

And cherish^ $^ j'^e^hrapj^f cl^gr ; ,. ; . ^^ 
For love sincere^; and friendship free • 
Are children of Simplicity. 

When past was many a painful iay, 

Slow-pacing.o'er the vHIage-^reeti, ' 

In wJiitef w^r6 all its'inSildeiis se'^in, ^ 

And borecmyigiiardian fricfhd away* ' ' ^ 
Ah death ! 'what sacrifice ti) ih^eV 
The ruins of Simplicity ! ' ' ' ' ' 

One generous swain her heart approved, 

A youthi who^ ibndlalid Mihfubb^astft 
With many cm krdess'sigbccfff^^'di 

In nature'a laiiguage» that he iovi^'o 
But^ strange^ 'tis notaleifor^Ae^j- ' 
Unless thou lov'st Simplicity, ^^v- • ^' 



> ■ 
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[e died — and sqpn hbr lip tyits cold> 
And soon her rosy cheek was pale 
The riUagewepl toiiear the taie> :> 

^h<^nfi)^)^^Jh tl;ieal()w beH4qJi'4 
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Bei)€atJi3f9Rfl()W€rj4j|f|'|Ji^)5}ie, . 
Thelpv^rs/ofSiwlkUj.,;:;.^^ 

4. 

et one boon .have I to crave; . 

Stranger, if thy pity bleed,, ^ . '^ 

WiUthoii' do one tender deed,' 
.nd strew my pale flowVs o'ef thfeir grive ?' ' ' '^ 
•' SoifghUyrliethetii^foiithc^e;^ -^ • '- '^ 

Beciu^ihoQloY'stSiriiplicilf!'^ -'' '^ - { 

Dhere 18 fcrafi^ a pt^di^dYi the>itidiilgencbxiff 
der melaadibly and piityv diMleft^ I.fhoaU 
^me you of it, I wiU Hot add oqe is^ori mort 



k J ^ . 1 -J > 1<.!.«J 
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^* The flowery branch o^ RoSfemary, th^t ac- 
apanies jthis was gathered £rom the tr^e. 
ofe genius fpoke the abovfs vei;fes. . . 






to Ti^EODOMU^ AKD C0K6TAMTIA. 

LETTEItXL ' 

CONST ANTtA TO THEODO'dlUS.^ 

1 ou muft be fenfible that you cotiM no 
me more than hyfiivouring me >^toh any 

poetical produdliotfe.— Tour VlHage-n: 
pathetic pifture of rural Simplicity; a 
fliall preferve if, together with the 
branch of Rpfemary^ that accompanid 

the fake of the author. , 

Your laft favour i;e;n[iind5 mq of anpth^: 
you fome tina^ agQ;.proinifed^ but ha 
perhaps, forgotten. — You praifed the 
iVeriea of the celebrated Englifh poet we 
(tften admired, and called him die beit"^ 
ihat: language fince .the age :o£ , Gon 
When I complained that I was unable 
hiixi in that language, you kindly promi 
tranflation of one of his fineft Latin 
which, I think, you called a Paftoral I 
the death of one of his friends, whom he 
fed to have embraced on his return from 
but found that he had taken his jouniey 
diftant country, 

• ^from wliofe\iOMxu 

No traveller returns 



Sticfa a fubjed 18 capaU^ of great tehdernefs^ 
and, at the handft of Milton, k could not fail 
of finding it. Let me htvt one more inftanee 
of your kindneft, in the execution of your fto*' 
mile. Adiex; ! 

GONSTANTIA. 

LETTER XII. 



THEOD6SIUS TO CONSTANTIA. 

I HAVE made haiie to oblige you; thereforCi 
you muft be as ready to forgtre, as I have been 

to obey.* 

The paftoral part of "Miltoh^s Epitaphium Damonis. 

O for the soft lajrs of Himeri a's maids ! 
The strains that died io Arethusa^ shades ; 
Tun'd to wild sorrow on her mournful shore, 
Wlien Daphfiis, Hylas, Bion^ breath'd no more t 
Thame's vocal wave shall every note prolong. 
And all his villas learn the Doric song. 

How Thyrsis mourn'd his long- lov'd Damon dea4« 
What sighs he utter'd, and what tears he shed— 
Ye dim retreats, ye wandering fountains know ; 
Ye desart wilds bore witness to his woe : 
Where oft in grief, he past the tedious da^^o 
jO/ lonely /anguished the dull lujVvV ^vja^,. 
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Twice;faad iheifields tWeir blooming hotiours bbce) 
And dutunm twice, resignM his golden store, 
Unconscioafkc^jhi^ loss,, while Th^trsi 3 staid 
To woo the sweet muse in the Tuscan shade. 
Cjown'd with her &voar, when he sought again. 
His flock forsaken^ and his native plain; 
When to his 0/1^ Elm's wonted shade returned— 
Then — then hemi^s'd hi^parted friend — and mouniU 

And go, he cry'd> my tender lambs adieu ! 

Your wretched master has no time for you* 

Yet are there powers^ divine in earth or sky ? 
Gods can they be who destin'd thee to die ? 
And shalt thou mix with shades of vulgar name ? 
Lost thy fair honours, and forgot thy fame ? 
Not he, the god whose golden wand restrains 
The pale-ey'd people of the gloomy plains^ 
Of Damon's fate shall thus regardless be. 
Or suffer vulgar shades to herd with thee. 
Then, go, he cry'd, &c. 

Yet while one strain my trembling tongue may ivy^ 
Not unlamented. Shepherd, shalt thou die* 
LiOng in these fields thy fame shall flourish fair, I ^ 

And Daphnis only greater honors share ; I A 

To Daphnis only purer vows be paid. 
While Party or Pales loves the village shade. 
if Truth or Science may survive the grave, 
^r, what is more, a poet's (nexvA^Vu^^we, 
Then go, &c* 
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These, ^imst al^ Ihtne : For me whatfiopes liciitiain ^ 
Save of long /Sqhow^ and of ai^ith vain. 
For wiiOj.alill'&ithfdl td:iny:fiide,.8hailgo, > > '^ 
Like thee, thc^' jrey^nai dad With chilling anow ^ ■ 
like thee, the irage >of ficfy summers i>ear, 
Wbejfffades th^ivaD flpwor Inibhe bttrningairf^ ' 
The lurking dangers of the chace.essafv ' 
Or sooth with spi^ md varjQUs tale the day ^\r 
Then go, &o. . , , ./ 

To whom shall I h)jho|)i» and fears impart f 
Or trust the ic^tm ^nd/Mes ^i\my heaxt ? 
IVhose gentle^ou^sel&imti those cares to fiight ? 
Whose qhet^rful c:6av^se cheat the tedious night f 
The social hearth when ^/^//imff^s. treasures store» 
Chill blow the winds without^ 4mdthp' the b}^ 

ehn roar. 

.>.■.. ' ■ ' 

Then go, &c. . 

When the ^ce siins of sammei^ ndon^ ininiule^ 
And Pan reposes in the green^wood shade,. 
The ^efiherd$ hide, the njmphs plunge dowa die 

And wave^ theJ)6dge-<ow </er Ihe f lo^inan^^ sl^ep,- 
Ah ! who shall charm with such address tefijh^cl. 
Such Attic wit, and ^egancc^ of nviAd l: , . ' ' 

Thengo,&Cf . ,_ ^ .> 
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. Alsu I now lonely Tound my fteMi) I strky ; 
And lonely seek. the pasture's wonted ivay. 
Or in some, dim wakfs nipiirniul shafde repose-* ^ 
There pensive w^ait the. weary 4^j^% sk>w close. 
While showers descend> the gloomy^temipest raves> 
And o'«r my head die straggling twilight wates. 
Thengqjr &c. • 

Where once Jair harvest cloath'id my cultnr'd plaim 
Now weeds obscene and vexing brambles reign ; 
The groves of myrilc^ and the clustering vine 
Delight no.more:; 'fbr* joy no more is mine. 
My flocks noioDger^nd a; master's care, 
E'enpiteous asihey:gaze with looks of dumb despair. 
Then go, &d./ ,/ ' ' 

Thy hazel, Ty t'rasi has no charms for me ; 
Nor yet thy wild ash, lov'd Alphesibee. * 
No more shall Fancy weave her rui^'dreain. 
By ^gcrfs willow. Off Amynta's streaitf. 
The trembling le^vesr the Awntain^ cool serene, 
Tlpe mjiir)nuriog zephyr, and the mossy green— 
These smile unseen, and those unheeded play ; 
1 cutmy st^ubiiifndicarekM walkUiwaiyi. 
Thengo»&G»/ 

Mopsus, who knows what fatfes the stars dispense, 
And solves the grove's wild warblings intc sense j 



*> 
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is MopsiJgftiat^tM-^whatthtfs thy Spleen can'iftote^ 
nae balefilt^iiheti or some hopeless loVe ? •-'''' 
le starpf j$at)itAi^,ianiioj6ihe.flwaini ' ! ,. . ' 
d in the di^f^Uiboed^ti.loiiigiiMddsius leaden jrdgd J 
Thengo^S^.; ,:.; , . , '^f ;.; .-• ' ;■•.'•; i..- -l 

The N^nii>hs't<:fe, pilebus' of th€fir Shepherd's wbe, 
me, the 6(Bid>€^i«yd sol}cit(iti^l6' kftow* ' ' ; • * ^ 
this tAe port' ifjiKHind^yWithithfeyeiy,* 
lat look disgusted, and that down^dist le^^? 
y smiles andJoyo QP <ibat'9pft 9ea^a wait ) 
le'iiyylo^ 9,,^rtU:h Ayboofr beauty wounds^locr la^e^ • 

Theil'gCV' &C« . ^ ' 1 :' <Zn\ n) 'vr!":a .' 1''.; ■•-OTi o;''1' 

Onegentle tear tWBritish C^/(?rtf gaw, '*^^ -'^ - '■ 
Ion's the grfcae rfjWi/rfo^rt's f^fti^le'^^ ^V ''- 

vain — ray grief no sooth ing'#6i^sdisattn,''^'"^ '^•' * 
>r future hopes, hot* presen<!'^66<i d^nchiirm. '' ^^ 

Thengoi-^iiii.-'"-- '- •' •-'''^■^'^1 v;:; ii/ --xT 

The happier nocKs one social spirit moves, 

le same their sports', their pastiirfesand their lov^s : 

leir hearts to no peculiar oKec{ lend, ' '*^ 

)ne kndws aiav<iiirite, or selects k friend, v • ^ 

heard the varipH? natives, of tb<e m?^w, . 

td Proteus drives in crowds his SCf»jY train,. 

le feather'd tribes too 6nd an easier fate ; , 

, i' r.' \ .. v)i 1.1. ,'^ij ^ • li ". « 

le meanest sparrow still enjpy s . his ipate ; 

* Milton seems to have bojnvttf^d ihuss%\X\fmK»X jxtasx 
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Anid when bj dwinc^ qrwesnrang age sh^ dit$» 
The transient losr.^ second choice su{f{Jiie$. 

Man, hapless roBn^lbH: ever do^m^d to knovi^ 
The'dire Wxattohs!tbat^m di9cbr<i fiow> 
In all the countless numbers of his kind,/ 
Cai> SQ^rcelj meetr\y^t;h^9ne pong^i^l mind*. : 
If haply found, vP^biwiPgf the fiitfaJidM^ 
The tender uniofibi-efiks^. and bfepk^his h^art«^ 
Then j^;&c, ; ^ 

Ahmei what error tempted iddtd^ go ^ 
O^r rordgnmotttildin^^aild thifo^ Alpin^^^lfoW^' 
Too great the price to mark in TiAef^ft-gl^oni* 
The mournfol imag^ pf ^eparted>Rp»^;/ ., 
Nay, yet immorial|;.GQ^d'shebp!ast)a^^ 
The glories of her, ^t^iyj^rsal reign,.. ; . . , 
And all that Marp f^ft bi|Siiekls to see^ 
Too great the purchase to abandon .^ee I 
To leave thee in a land no longer seen !— • 

5 . • ■ 1,4..,.- ', • . ■ 

Bid mountains rise^. and oceans roll between !-<« 
Ah ! not embrace thee ! — rnot to see thee die ! 
Meet thy Ias|t Ipoksj pr close thy languid eye! 

C^e seH* ahm aid 6anu(ii elate 

Hdvrai dbpfiio t0fmento, ' " 

E di quel, c'fie pofendd nori voles ft\ 
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£^ bid these tUnKoi'MBy^tar^iVWS^ijif^^ » 

. Theogcv&c. : J! , . 

WJ»wo-^''««w^der8|dpwji bis flowery. Wfiy^ ,j . ,[ 
PluckM the pale violet, press'dlbe velvet mead. 
Or bade the myrtle^s balmy fragrance bleed. l-^ , 
Delighted^ tie^rd^ ,ami4 the rural tfirbng 
M'enaicas strive with 'Lycidas in sone. 

, Oft would my voice the mimic strain, essay, 

JJor haply all unheeded was my lay : / 

For, Shepherds, yet Tboastyour generous meed,'""' 

The osier ba^^i liiid compacted re«il. 

Fhincina ctovm^d' me witiii a pusA fiunef. 

And />^i f taogbt hisrbeediqtigc<Mrerim^n«Bi9. 

^ 7hi TutoaHt^ wvrtf. a btmck of ^/A» Piilasgf iifm> 
tiHpraied iuib Eutt^noi' tnan^ a^ cftw ikt^ Hsp^. 

and from thence detailed a colotiy under the cortduet of 
Tyrsettus to ffaiyi . ^ / \.> v .; 

t J^ken MHton wnsinltatyi Carlo DaU tttt^plrok 
fessor 0/ Philosophy at Florenu^^^ tibiraHrlc^d^ 
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Miltofi) when - he wais in lialyv h^^ pecu^ 
liar good fortune,^ fitldlrL aig^ df gerthifti, aftd 
to be diftinguiflied by their favorirm'a v^ty ex- 
traordinary ntariiitr. 'Hiat-priWh- which the 
young mind receives frorti the^legdrii finipUcfty 
of the dailies, he; enjoyed iri thi gfeiteft perfec-' 
tion. The confidefable fiiiid bf" tW kiii^^ bf 
knowledge, wlficfi fer tbolc with 'Kiri-intd Ital^, 
he had the hapgieft meanfe bf imjiVdyi^ aihd'per-'' 
fe£ting, i^ tjioie irifpiring fcVnes,' where the 
fineft writers orXiatlum firfTdrew their breath. 

^.:U^j»»» lij . • !•. i^i.it*. ,'1. .• ■ ! . \\ 

— Thofe fcenes afForded the.beft comment on, 
the works of the Roman claffics, and Mihon 
fhewed iti all feis £atin popms, that he. tafted, 
theirr beauties in the moft refip^d degree. 

The friend . he^e^ls . i^i^bft i:l>»T»itag 90^ro,f. 
of which I Jiave ixiadc theiie Jiuitbtev efforts to 
ihew yottthr^boMii^esv was the cdcp^panibn 6f hk 
eariy yearsf^ and \t Vkw> woad^ir thafehp Unfipnts 
him. with fucl^ ^pathetic tenderneis >>. For frieQd*f 
ihf^s/of that kiod^ ^hich are nurfeil^undl^r the 






fnen of genius and learning, as well/Qte^tfcrs as hi* 
o^pj^^^cfimtrym^.^-He wrote a pane^ytio tni4 son^e. 
pfffifu.oti J^ms XIV. he^id^s Qiher irt^cts^ 



. TH£OtK)SIUS AND CON^tANtiA. 89 

fiirifliifk' of yoiitig>enthufiifm, are always the 
mioft. vigot^us;— ^At^ they not, my Coiiftantia ? 
-i-*J feel they ate ^ for lam, &c. 

: ' ' T'heodosius. 



IXTTER XIIL 



••••••• 



CONSTANTIA to THEODOSIUS. : j 

I-' ■•,■'■■■■ • ' ' 

FLEW with your letter to our favpttrite alcove ; 

and there, with what pleafure, with what avidity 
I peruied it, Thepdofius need not be told. 

\ verify believe, that I am h^tt^t: pleafed to be 
entertainfsd J^an to; be i^ilru£ted ; for I fcaTce 
ever received fo much,. pleafure from a letter of 
your's, as youf iaft afforded rne— yet what c^a^ 
be the reafon ? It is not, certaipLy, that I am Jea* 
lous of your inftruftive letters. as giving, jp^ a 
fuperiority — I cannot charge myfelf vfith fp 
muchi pride. — Nay, were I not fenfible of that 
fuperiority, I muft be ftupid indeed 5 — thus, 
however, I flatter myfelf on my penetration in 
being able to diftingtnfh it^, aria on my mbdefty 
in being fatisfied with it; and^hus, Hlce many* 
other good people, I artivaitipf being free from 
yanit/* 



' ! ,• . , • r ......... , 



; fppher have -b^^^ .k^Sot^d witk (a much police- 
nefS) or conveyed |n Aicb ^i^ inAm£t imzxSMXi I 
that wUleUnixl all the opportunity of profiting | 
by thern^ I could h^ty ever difcem that thq 
were intended formy u&«-^f then your hft let- 
ter pleafed me more tban any other^ it is becaufe 
I am idle, ^nd voluptuous, and take more plea- 
*lure in p^try than in pihilofophy. 

' Tct the genius of Milton had fuc^ a moral 
tum,that he feldom wrote poetry without writing 
^Uoibphy $ ^nd even die paftoral you have fo 
oMigin^gly traiiflated, is not, I find, widioutfome- 
iMng of it. How beautifully does he bewail 
ttie loft advantages of fricndfliip t . 

"To whom shaH I my ho^s and Tears impart^ 
^f tr«st the cares and foifies of my heart ? 

And alas j hoy^" truly does he lament that rnan 

In all the countless numbers of hi3 kind, 
. Can. scarcely meet with one congenial inind ! 

young as l^iTtXi . I b^e felt the force of this truth 
a^ have c^ade.ii^aiij melancholy refleiaiona upon 
if:, j^fter tjie paiiipf^, , ridiculous, trifling, anAim- ( 
pertinent vifits I have been obliged to pay. and ^ 
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teceirc frofe the filfief part of my (et. BfeiWd 
tyranny of fafliiteii'tfcat IhifiofeA diis upon us ! 
WKatri^t can'W ^qtcality bra' fiiperichfity of 
&rtunegiiice one lidytoT^b another xjf nertimci 
ferifi and patiehte ^ i (sif lief Sfchfe ;^ f 6r the 
eotjivcriatibn of fbbb'leaVea.^ trnftiitedf feUy upi. 
"oh lis. "What^xtle has drcife ot figm* iofey atak 
iipon us foT-admiratiott I Db ihol tli^ ^hb e^c!'^ 
peft diisj. infiilt our tmderftandihg? And arft 
not thbft vAi6 pay it, the ifaxresof £611^ 1 O that 
the (hackles of cuftbnx were oilce birbkch, anl 
that we might chobft our {bcietyoiit ofeldterfck 
without cenfiMJCj, oxr i»o6n¥ehience 4 — 

Juft before I received your letter, IWds deli- 
Tcred from the moft defpicable akd lAiperlirient 
fet of vifitoirs, that everdifgraccd the name of : 
good cbmpany.— To me ftich vifits are always vi- 
JGtations.— ^To thfc above mentioned d%ff^eifific!ei., 
ybut may, if you jjleaft, impute fbhic'degtee of 
thdt extraordinary pleaftire I afcribed to the pc*- 
tufal of your lettei^.^THs I fay, left J flioiild con*, 
tribute to make you, what you have fb^often mid6. 
me, vain 5 and thus, atlcaft, you muft'ac^ow- 
kdge, that I out-do you in genetofet^* ^- 
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I am not difpleafe4 with ypur obfeiyation^ that 
young friendfliips are the ihoft tpnder — no doubt 
they are — for tie friendfliips, like all other jmr- 
fuits and attachments of youth, have novelty tc 
recommend them, paffiqns to enliven^ and en- 
thufiafm to cberifh them.-^But a^i ! my friend! 
(f9r once I virill fay, my Theodofius !) vhcn no- 
velty i$^o more; when the paf&ons fubjide^ and 
enthuiiafm yaniflies like ^ dre^m ; will, not th( 
friendfliips, will not the attachments^ tl^at thef( 
principles produced, yanifh with them ?^— Iwil 
not fear it, , though it ihovild be true 



^non i6 prudenza: 



Ma fpllia de mortall 

Uarte crudel di presagirsi i mali. • 

One thing, ;;however, I will freely acknowledge 
or rather boaft of, that my /rioadfliip iox Theodo 
fius isjr excl,ufively founded on efteem. For thi 
reafo% I flatter myfelfj that it will laft in all it 
preient cordiality — why flipuld it not ? It has no 
thing to lofc^ when the chj^m^of novelty-.is loft 
Its exifltence by no means, depends upon th 

\* ] Lis Ttvt prudence^ : .. ■ ' •• 

But foUi^ of mortals, . ' 

The cruel art of f r«sflgi«g cuU. 
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paflions ; it has^ therefore, nothing to appre- 
hend when they languifh, or decline. — It derives 
not its fupport from enthnfiafm^and, confequent- 
Ijy cannot fufier when enthaiiafm dies away. 

While thus I comfort, I hope I do not deceive 
myfelf. — But, ffaould even that be the cafe, let 
your fagacity for once give way to your compaf- 
Con, and A) not undeceive me. — ^This is, per- 
haps, the only inftance in which I could be fatif- 
^ed with myfelf, for declining the report of truth. 

Obferve, however, that I exped you will, with 
the utmoft candour and ingenuity, refolVc fonjc 
jparts of my doubts, arid tell me freely, whether 
thofe young friendfhips which are heightened by 
novelty, by the paflions and enthufiafm, will not 
inevitably perifli with Aok feurces that fupport 
them. 

\^ You fee I have been at pains to induce yoti to 
declare your fentiments, on this fubjtft 5 fince I 
have removed the principal objcfbion that might 
have occurred to you, by declaring, diat my 
Friendfliip for you cannot be afle£ted by the a*- 
jumcnt. Adieu! 

Const ANTUt. 



^4 fri^^D9SItJ9 4ND CONST ANTI4. 



LETTER XIV. 






•*•<••• 



I 



im 



OS. 



v^HEODOfilxrs XO/CQNSrTANTiA* 

Ta.WiGyH Itfe^^ is npt^ipg in which Cpnftantia 
has O0t a sight , to cppim^nd her friend, and 
though, IP every th^ng> it is his|^ride and plea* h 
furc t9 obey her 5 yet Ijie will ,o,wn, ^at he goes ^ 
uiii^v^Uingiy abput the taflc ihe has appointed ^c 

him.-r-: 

Jil^ ! \9iy.4cf 1^, my amijJ>le jnoraliit! It is lire- ta 
^^ttefltly the l^appinefs q£ n^n to fliut his eyes »« 
iigainft'the'in^ngiiti^^ ^f l^h nature4— In thpiie 
circumAi&nQe$,3u^^e4;he jcnowled^ of his wea^ 
j3tefs, cannot fyv^ inm £x^tn fp^e rjeal evil, that 
knowJc4geis Qf l^s'^Mue ^^n ignorapce, 

The benevolent purpofcs of Providence, hai?e 
iConceaidl thiic li^ure £i;on(i us, ^at we may not 
he ioteiTPptedla^he enjoyment of the pxefent^ 
ijsind it is, i];i-^i3(i^ny cslfes, tiecdlary to jpijif bappir 
4iefs, :tb|i^ we i]bouI^iipitate th^ e^piiQaiy of the 
^Sjuprepfne "^ifdopi, and enib;race thpfe innoccilt 
vpleafures, "which the fcvcral periods of life id^ 
"v^l^d.H^j. !^i^<>Mtc^H^inng too officioufly into 



their caufes pr eveiit$, and without beii^ too 
folicitous ajbput their duration* 

Many, ^poi&bly,€f our pleafiires^ many, I am 
Hfure of our aaiu&ments, fpring from fuch Sour- 
ceSy as, upon enquiry, wouldhe found-to do Uttle 
honour to a ^creature diftinguifived by realbn. 
Their tendency, at the fame time, is frequently 
■as iniignificant a$ their caufe^ and botii are un^- 
worjthy of a ierious enquiry^ 

There are^indeed, enjoyments of a higher na- 
ture, that may better deferve our attention ; and 
yet, to enquire into the probability of their dura* 
tion, might contribute very little to our happi* 
nefs.— 

Such, in particular, are the connexions of 
'^riendfliip. — ^Thefe are the property of man, and 
muft, therefore, be frail, changeable and uncer- 
tain like himfdf. It muft, confequently, be for 
his eafe to fit down unapprehenfive to enjoy 
them, without meditating on all the poffible va- 
riety of evils, to which they muft be expofed, 
from a change of ientiments and inclinations, and 
^rom the iev«ral ^contingencies of xhance -aoA 

, •. V ■ • ..." 

'time* • ... J 
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It IS into the fate of young friendfliips, m] 
Conftantia, that you would lead my enquiries 
Thefc, indeed, are not the leaft unworthy of oui 
attention ; for youth is the feafon both of friend 
Ihip and of virtue. — If to a difpofition natural!] 
not unfociable, we have added the advantages 
a liberal education, we come into the bufinef 
and fociety of life, in general, better and hap 
pier creatures than we are when we leave it. 

We ftep into the world with liberal fentiment! 
and benevolent affedions, but the experimenta 
knowledge of men contrad:$ the former anc 
ftarves the latter.— Infomuch that he muft ht 
pofTefTed of a difpofition more than ordinaril] 
humane, who does not in fome degree becom( 
a mifanthropijl before he dies. — I may go fur. 
ther, and add, that he muft have uncommor 
virtue and greatnefs of mind, who, with un. 
blemiftied manners, and uncontra£ked fenti- 
ments, can fail with fuch a corrupted crew 
down the current of life. 

Man is, in fpite of all his reafon, aji imitative 

creature, and what he has beeh long accuftom* 

rrf tQ obfsrvc in otheis, \a 'wUlj, with diffigultj^ 
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brbear to admit in himfclf. By habit we may 
>ring ourfelves to behold deformity without dif- 
r-uft, and by being long converfant in fcenes of 
inmity and infincerity, the love of truth and hu- 

PfiankindwUl ipfenfibly decay. 

<, ■ - ., . . 

As youth, therefore, 13 .the feafon of Sincerity 
and benevolence, it muil, of confequence, b^ 
the moft promifing feafoQ . qf friendihip ; for 
thofe virtues are its beft and fureft foundation. 

We love a benevolent man for our own fakes, 
and a^hcere man for the fake of his fmcerity.— r 
Jlfteem for ever attends the union of thcfe \ — r 
that efteem which my Conftantia has done me 
the honour to acknowledge, as the fource of her 
friendfhip! 

Thus, my fair cafuift, you fee we have a fuf-» 
ficient foundation whereon to ereft an early 
friendfhip, ^xclufive pf Novelty, the Paffions, 
and Enthufiafm ; and we may juftly cpnclude, 
therefore, that fuch a friendfliip mayexift, though 

all fuch auxiliaries (hould vanifh QX decay, , 

■ .■.•. <^.. «■ •,. 

Yet while thefe laft^they: undoubtedly yield 
is a mtMfc high-felt pleafur€i> a$ well irt fpieft^v 
fliip, as in every other enjoyment. 



f^ •f HEODOSItIS AWD WNSYANTiA, 

Nev^rthclefs I know not whether riiaeh ougKtr 
to be afcribed to Novelty, which ih the cup of 
friehrdihi^, is, eertairily,. th6 vfety Wbtft ingtedi- 
ettt.— i^dffibljr it may, foi' a while, give a poig- 
nancy to the tafte, feiit tfie mdlo\trio^ povt^et d 
Tmt pto^ces^ih^ith ik^dt^tid nioric agreieable^ 
ftavoif* ' 

The ptfevakftce aiid Ti&ivitf of the ^flions„ 
^tp up that Hvfely :teft, ind ardour bfafltaiori^ 
t^^h add to thd teaditfefn o£ confi^eneey and are: 
pro4Ud:keo£ a thoafand agoeeable fbnfatibns. 

EnthuiTidftn has an effeSt GnFriendffiip' propor- 
tlohable to itsinfluencte on Lcfve.-^Itf heightens 
it with the glowing^ ifentiments of iniagination,; 
and cmbelliflies its real advantages with the vi-^ 
lionary chamis of Fancy, andinteflciSiual reiihe- 
aient!- 

* Tet \frhen thefe {ball depart with * departing, 
youth 5 while Sincerity and Benevolence refnaih,. 
Friendfhip Ihall retiiairt with them.-^A' refleftion 
which aiSbrd^ ine the hrgheftr cohfolatton ! as I 
aitv convinced that^ iri cdnicquciicc of thofe prin- 
etples/ Cotlftantis aaimot.ceafe to bb thci friend 
49£ Xh©odosius.. 



1 
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LETTER XV. 



CQNSTANTIA TO THEOiDOSIUS. 

What a letter ! my friend.— If you have drawn 

a true pidiure of human nature, and if thelcnow- 
ledge of the world, be really attended with the 
confequencea you mention, who would not live 
in ignorance ?— Ah! Theodofius! what fears! 
what uneafinefs has your letter awakened I — Bet- 
ter, indeed, my Philofopher, had you fufFered 
me to continue in ignorance f — -Better, and 
kinder, had you permitted me to enjoy my vi- 

• ■ • • • 

fionary dream of the duration and improve- 
ment of human virtue ! — Ah ! too penetrating 
friend !— Too ingenious in the difcovc;ry of that 
weaknefs, it would have been happier to hide ! — 
You were fenfible of this truth, and why would ' 
you gratify my impertinent curiofity, only to 
make me miferable ?— -To give me melancholy 
and mortifying ideas of that life in which my lot 
has fallen! 

Yet, furely, Theodofius, the fweet affeftions 
of Benevolence will not wear away with youth. 
—If the cpoimcpcc of the worldjdotb npt-corrupt 
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the heart, furely, it ^1 fl^itt Jiarc room for fa 
delightfnl a gweft. — I declare, that without one '^ 
womanifii lear^ I wo^ld part with my 1;>eing, ra- 
jther than hold it pn zufo^her I!erm3. But wh^t 
fuperfluQ\is a|qp.re][ienfion3 do I entertain! T|uf 
dreadful ihipwreck cap onkj hap4>e.n w the tem^ 
peiluoiis ocean of the .^Qr}^-— my barkj I an; 
detenniiied, ihaU not be exposed to fuch ruin.— 
Safely (hall it fleer ipto fpme ^uiet harbQUTi an^ 
reft fecure from ftorms a^4 tempefts* 

Serioufly and {dainly, my-ixieadj yoo havf 
givei;i4nc fu<;h jdcaf pf ||iixi;ig with tl^ worIcl» 
and of the incpny^nie^cefi i^^h^ch attend if^ tb9t 
I, whocanbpa^nofupejrior £cM:titude, cpncludj^ 
itmuftbe myhappineis tQ Uye in Iblitary obfcu* 
xity. There I can embrace your gopd .prelate's 
-precept, and live ^grees^ly to ip^Uture. — ^Th^re I 
ihall be free from the impe^doepoe of I^pUy, $^ 
the cenforioufnefs of £iivy:.-^iy[y pre^ipi^s hami 
It^ill not be facrificed tp triflers ; 1 1^^ emplo; 
them in ftudies worthy of a rational cre^ti;iji;e. 

O Thepdofius I for thofe delightful moments 
that (ball glide away on the halcyon wing$ tfi 
Peace and Trw^ttilUtjr.:^oi Um}& de^ un^l.^ 



pupted days of Ifettdf^ aiidleilure, ^hcn the mirid 
may riot in itttdlei^ti^I feftivity ; and, free from 
every low, every vulgar and d^bafing ciate, may 
aciquite tiiat digtlifj^ alidiLhc^Wledg^, whkh (hall 
properly TecomiHe^ if 16 foiibe higher ftate o# 
exiftene^t 

What hitiiry ii iA the thought ! even now I 
anticipate the happihei^ I defcribe. — Evenii6w> 
in iniaginattoh, t enjoy thofe eafy pleafures, that 
independence of mind and body» "which {btitude' 
and liberty muff afford. I look back on TtTieodo- 
fius bultling in the world, pity hiin^ pray for him^ 
{ifnd^enybie for his virtue. 

Adieu! Adieu t 

GONSTANTIA^ 



i^ETTER XVX 



THSPDQSIUS TO CONSTANTlA. 

EiNjOY thy dream, dear and amiable Enthufiaftl; 
Enjoy thy vifionary fcene 1 To roufe thee from 
thofe delightful reveries, to break thofe fancy- 
Savoured flumbers, would be cruel, if not impi- 
X)us." — Such, and fo expreffed were my fcnti- 
mcDts^ on peruGng your laft dm \^\l«v— ^^"^ 



I 



roa THEODOSIUS AKD CONSTANTli. 

Tendemefs muft give place to Truth ; — at Icaft 
in a circumilance fo important, as tliat of laying 
down a plan of life. ; 

There i)s fcarce any thing in which the mind 
16 fo apt to miftak^. It's trtie intereft^ as in projeds 
of future happinefs. It is impofTible to know 
how we fhall bear thofe ftations, or circumftan- 
ces, which we have only contemplated at anun- 
aiTe^bing dillance; and yet, with an aiTurance 
that does more, honour to our courage, than our 
difcretion, we venture to conclude that thole ap- 
pointments, or fchemesrof life to which we are 
perfe£lly ftrahgers, would infallibly complete our 
felicity. 

- In the mein time, we never confider, that 
new ftations, aiid appointments to which we 
have not been accuftomed, muft necefTarily take 
us out of our ufual train of fentiments, anions, 
and attentions. This, however, will make us 
ttneafy; for change is always an evil, and we 
never feel it more fenCbly than in the manner 
and economy of life. ' 

With refpefi to your fcheme of living fecluded 
item the world, \ fliould have condetnned it with 
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the (hort cenfure of a fmile, had I not paid fo 
much deference to your Reafon and Judgment^ 
as to conclude, that thefe ought to be appealed to 
on every argument that might relate to your fen- 
timents and refolutions. 

Will my beautiful friend forgive me, then, if 
I fuppofe that Judgment to have been bribed by 
enthufiafm, when flie concluded that, by living 
alone, fhe fhpuld live agreeably to nature? 

I am fcnfiblc. Madam, that by this you meant, 
no more than, that fuch a mode of life would 
exempt you from thofe external temptations* 
thofe idle luxuries and follies, which are apt to 
make us deviate from the paths of Truth apd 
Simplicity. — But did you confider that to live 
alone, is to live contrary to nature ? — A (late of 
folitude, is not the natural ftate of man. — ^The 
arguments I fliould make ufe of to prove this are; 
old aiid obvious. — -That I may be lefs unenter* 
taining, therefore, while I mean to fet before 
you the inconveniencies attending your fchehte 
of life, I will give you a fliort account of a lad/ 
of my own family, who formed the fame rrfolu- 
tiops; and put them in praftice. ^ 

1/ 



tX>4 tHfiODOSlUS AND COKSTANTIA. 

Thus her ftorj is related in a rtianufcriptj M 
^ferved apiorig the family-papcra. 

^^EuAtia^ an only daughter, was bred up un- 
der the aufpices of Altheria, a lady equally dif* 
^ngui(bed by her piety^as a chriftian, and her 
afie£l:ion iis a parent. The temper and genius of 
the daughter were naturally warm and fufcepti- 
i>le; The offices and ^uties of religion had habi- 
tually infpired her with fuch a zealous and f^eiit 
derotion, that fKe feemed tehave no happinefs 
that did not flow fron^ diofe exeirctfes and atten- 
^ns which religion required. 

Her knowledge <}{ books waS little, of human 
nature lefs. She had, notwithftanding, conceiv- 
ed an infinite contempt for that world to whicir 
(he was utterly a flranger, and concluded, that 
to enter into the interefls and engagements of 
feciety, would be a voluntary facrifice to Vict 
and Folly. 

Eudocia was in natural good fenfe, beauty and 
a fweetnefs of difpofition, equalled by few wo- 
men of her time — Thefe qualities engaged the 
affedions of Alphenor^ a gentleman whofe genius 
luid penetration gave Ivim 21 kmd of intuitive. 
jjo wlcdgc of the lauman Yic^xu 
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HeeoiH:lttdedj dbit erery dttempt to introduce 
jEuJccia to the worldj or to e^abliih the focial life 
in her good opinion would be vain. He knew 
that it would be fruitleOs to argue with her on the 
pleafures (he had never known, and the miferies 
fhe had never experienced.— Re, therefore, did 
^ot expatiate, either on die advantages of fociety 
or the inconveniences of folitude^ for (uch had 
been the condition of Eudocufs life, that, as, jret^ 
Ihe w^s, in a great meafuren a ilranger to both. 

Upon tfa^ death of hor parents, which hap^ 
pened before (he had attained her twentj-fifth 
year, her fortune and manner of life were at heip 
own dii^ofal. — She now deternuned to put in 
execution a fcheme which ihe had long medi- 
tated.— rit was to retire, but not into a convent. 
A fpirit of liberty had always (aved her from 
that facrifice^ however ipd^ftrioufly iblicited by 
the e^miflaries oi lkc chvoichs o^ encouraged by 
feliifh relations. 

She was pofleiTed of an eftate^ 'fituated in a 
very reitired part of the province of Compeigne j» 
and there it was that ihe had determined to live 
^egueftereditom the woxld^ with no other fociety 
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than an aged confeflbr^ and neceflary domef 
' — Of the laft (he made a very fcvr^ and tl 
females^ fufficieht. 

• 

At this crifis it might have been exped 
that Alphenor would have ufed his utmoft 
drefs to difluade her from her purpofe. — B; 
means.— On the contrary, he encouraged h< 
her refolution, applauded the piety of her 
pofe, and expatiated on the happinefs of foli 
fanftity. He aflumcd not the leaft of the lo^ 
thara£ter, but that of the religious friend. 

By this means he gained one point, whicl 
had ufed all his induftry, all his art to obi 
He had Eudociah permiflion to pay her one 
at the end of three months after her retirem( 
a favour which was allowed to none befide, ei 
of her friends, or acquaintance, and wl 
Alphenor himfclf, though through the media 
of religion, had fcarce addrefs fufficient to 
tain. 

Eudocia retired. — She approached the conf 
of her eftate with raptures, and paid a kin« 
idolatrous worfhip to the venerable groves i 
ilurrounded her habitation. 
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"HaiV (fee cried) ye innocent and h^py 
''* forefters ! ye feall at once be the witncfles and 

* the guardians of my repofe. — Enjoy your vc- 

* getable exiftence^. fecure from the cruelties 
^ and the ravages of man ! — I have fled from tlie 

* evils of fociety, to enjoy peace and innocence 

* with you — my undefigning friends ! my blame- 
' lefs companions I often (hall I aflTociate with 
< you, and repofe under the kind prote£^ion of 

* your (hade." 

With the fame kind of enthufiaftic pleafure 
he walked through the feveral apartments of her 
Loufe, conf^crating each with a kind of petition- 
iiry ejaculation. 

• ■ ■ • ^ 

For the firft week of her retirement, (lie found 
uflicient employment in the economy of her fa- 
mily, and the diftribution of their feveral offices 
3 her domeftics. The fecond flie devoted wholly 
) religious exercifes and the raptures of devo- 
on. 

*. # « # # * * * # ' # * 



I 



o 



It have tccn intciVtqScd^ afid you iufSH iidt at 

prefetlt, Wtroiitfed Vi& -Jtoy fiirtll^ h 

ftijr^pioiis ancdlor. ti 

TUfiODbnuH f 
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jpuT whajtever is rapturous cafiftot laft 
long. : Thofe cxfercifes tjiat lift the mihd' above its 
ufual pitch, if too frequently, dt too long indttfgedf ( 
will at length, either totally deftroy If, 6t dejprivt 
it bf'that fohriety, \irhich isneccfiary fbr'thc pre- 
servation of if s dtie proiie. 
,' • ■ • . 

., Nature feea)s,,Jn kindnef§, to have ^liafdetl 
iisagainft the inconveniences that might aiifc(t 
from hence, by fhortehing the ihfludfiee of j6f, / ^ 
by inclining us to variety, and by giving the pro- I « 
perty, cither of indifference, or diTguft, to every 
obje£l that has been too long, or too afTiifuoulIf 
purfued, with whatever avidity it might hav€ y 
been embraced at firft. b 

\ 
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lo be^A aocuftomed, 'waMkOieieeiraflry xcKef from 
de afidoiti€& of itl|giou» ^udks ftnl cxcscffes^ 
and, lar&<>mto(ng«ny pxepdiee, wa&m^^ 
favooraUd to^e.ifilc)ireft$ of yeUgioik--^tU^iv 
tajHiy however^ i|at &e wa&of a di&nnt opinion 
upon hei^ fiift JEsdu&m frota the wovld ; bitt ifumy 
weeks had not pa&d^ tefore fheibb; tivs llicon«> 
iFeaienees of hat miftake, tf Ihe wa& uttiviUhig 
4Q peroeWe the miftake itldi 

The cxercifes of tkvotion, by* being too fre- 
tjuently repeated, became kiigttid and uilafie€t«- 
tng : Her mind, having been accuftomed to com- 
munioalioni ihrunk under the^wttight of its own 
fentiments; and every fuceeedhig day appt:oached 
fe& welcome, and more feared than the former. 

What fliould flie do ? Should flie return tb 
that world flie had forfaken and defpifed ? But^ a 
fenfe of Ihamc and pride rofe in Oppofitibti t6 
that thought, and ftrangled it in its birth. 

In this diflatisfied and deje^ed ftatc, fhe recolr 
le^ed the apj^ointment of Alphemt^s vifit-— with 
joy fhe recollcfted it, and remembered, with a^ 
Uufli, the difBculties ihe had ftarted a^a.vaft. iu^ 



IIO THEODOSIUS AND CONSTAHTIA. - 

<^How, (faid flie) (hall I coiicc^l that pka- 
" fare, which I cannot but feel at the fight of 
" Aiphenorf If I exprcifs my real fentin»eiits» he 
*< willhavc rcafon to think his preficnce pf fpmc 
" confequence to my happiucfs ; and if I receive 
** his vifit with an indifference equal.tQ that wjith 
** which I received the propcfal of it, I fliall do 
^' violence to that candour and fincerity of heart 
" which cannot bear even the (hadow of difli- 
** mulation. — In the former cafe, J. (hould apr 
" pear a weak and unfteady creature to Alphenor* 
" — In the latter, I (hould become infupportablc 
" to mvfelf." 

While (he was thus meditating, ii^ what man- 
ner fhc (hould receive her friendj the time ap- 
pointed for his vifit was at hand.— But ^^Z)^;?^ 
did not appear — -mafter of every key to the hu- 
man heart, he knew that if, by delaying his vifit 
to Eudocia^ he gave it the appearance of uncer- 
tainty, that uncertainty would probably create 
an anxiety on her part, which might not be un- 
favourable to his defign. 

This had the defired effefl: : Day after day 
puileU sway iii the fan^e folitary languor, and 
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££/dS^//s concluded^ that the many obje£):ions fht 
had made to Alphetwr^^ vifit, had determined lum 
at laft to think of it no more* This refle£iion 
made her miferable^ and (he now. wifhed for 
nothing fo ardently, as that the prefence of her 
friend would prove thofe apprehenfions vaiiu 

At length he cdme.^ — A tear fell from the eye 
of Eudocia^ when ihe received him; he obferved 
it, and knew that he had now nothing more to 
do, than to reconcile her to herfelf, and to en^ 
able her to acknowledge her miftake without 
ihame or confufion. 

Thofe wants that invention or eloquence could 
fupply never diftrefled him long. 

" I hope. Madam, (faidhe) that a life of fo- 
" litude has been raor^ comfortable to you than 
" it has been to me."—-" How" cried Eudocia^ 
** has Alphenor been a Splitaii>e V* ■ 

" Such, Madam, I have been ever fince I loft 
*'-the happinefs of Eudma\ converfation. — It 
** was always my ambition to imitate her. Shall 
** fhe, faid I, fliall a woman have fortitude to for- 
** fake the world, and retire to folitude^ to prac- 
** tice the fublinie duti^ of reli^loxv \ -ax^i: ^^ 
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♦dheerfulnefs and fcnfilnlity !-M>f that convcrfa- 
tibn which ney^ failed lo malce the mind richer^ 
•ihe heart happier^i^and (O cruel extenflon of rc- 
^fcfttfttent!) of that ptecioue/ that inftruftivc 
correfpondence^ ^Jiich, as it aflTorded me the 
be^ means of cultivating and improving my 
mind, ought to have been confidered with gn- 
titude by the very perfon who has forbidden it. 

But of whom, or ctf wh]^t do I prefume to 
complain ? Duty reftrams the remonftrances of 
grief, and the expoftulations of forrow. — You 
^re not now ignorant, that the quarrel you dread- 
erf, has afl'ually haf|^pened, with the bittereft re- 
criminations. ' 

Then", farewiili, my • b^fl:^ ^nd mod Valuable 
friend !— 'for ever to be remembered !-^for crcr 
to be i*egretted }^^ Accept of all I can return for 
your invariable^ yoiir induftt^ious kindjpefs !— 
Moft refpefted of men ! — mod efteemed of io 
4riends ! Accent the gr^^titudp -of a tear, ^nd « 
think of 
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TO /THEDDOSIUS 



(FroiH an unknown hand.) 

T'' ! J ' « » 1 « ' 1 ' ^ ) 

HE "^initerff this letter is not a ftranger to 

the mutual regard of Theodofius and Conftantia. 
— ^From fure authority he knows, that the hand 
of that lady is, by the appointment of her father, 
in which, it feems, {he has acquiefced, within 
two days, to be given to another. Theodofius will 
make what ufe he* thinks proper of this informa- 
tion, and coriflude that hel?ceivc^ it from 

A Frienb. 



LETTER XX*. 



THEODOSIUS TO CONST ANTIA. 

The thought of my Conftantia, which has for 
fome time been ipy only happinefs, is now be- 
come a greater torment to me than I am able to 

* This letter, which, with some little variations, is 
recorded by the Spectator, No. 164, concludes the cor- 
respondence of Theodosim and Constantia, from their 
first acquaintance to the departure of Theodosius^ 

P 
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bear.— — Muft I then live to fee you another's? 
Death is in the thought : and, 4ndeed^ life itfelf 
is now become a burthen to me. — ^May you long 
be happy in the world, but forget ^that there was 
eyer fuch a man in It as 

TrifiODOsius. 



END OF, trOL. ONE. 
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THE CORRESPOWENCE OF 

3E0D0SIUS AND CONSTANTIA, 

After she had takbutlieVeiL ;, 



LETTER I. 



/r 



THEODOSIUS TO CONSTANTIA. 

, ^ . ; ■'■■',■:'.•• ; , ', ' ' ' 

HE -cfFortswhich .a mind in trouble makes to 
pin its loft peace, like the glances of the sun 
It ftruggle. thiQugh oppofing clouds, are de- 
htful to all beholders. When my Conftantia 
e above that glopm of fotrow, which her top 
Jrehenfive heart had thrown around her ; 
len I faw her eye brighten, and her elegant 
t4ejefl;cd features affurae that beautiful form 
rhich nature had moulded them, I ftiould have 
t the pleafure of a Chriftian^ had I not once 
^nTheodofius. 

Amiable n^ounaer ! Let us now forget the 
ne which you have fo long remembered with 
gui(h, .^nd which you could not pronounce 
theut trembling, whcp you affefitin^l^ tsAA 
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Theodofius that you believed him to be no more. 
I wept, my Conilantia, but my concern arofe not 
^ftam a'fehle of ^^ur guilt, bi|Tbf your (ufkx^ 
ings. Thofe tears, indeed, fell from the eyes 
of Theodo^us, and in them' the' confeflbr had no 
part The jpo.wcrs of memory and rcfleftion 
were, in one moment, prefented with every fcenc 
of diftrefs and tendernefs which our unhappy < 
loves had produced. And when I confidered j 
myfelf as the unfoictunate c^ufe of your loi^, 
your unmerited fufferings,, I felt, in one painful 
minute, what Conftantia had endured for years. 1 
Perhaps, too, your unequalled fidelity and unal- I 
tered love, while they flattered riiy heart, brought 
it back a moment to the world.— But my guar- 
dian Spirit whifpered me that I had made a higher 
choice, and reminded me that the duties I owed 
you. were thofe of a fpiritual direflor, from whom 
you were. to receive confolation and inftruft ion. 
But, before I proceed to the further difchargd of 
thofe duties, let me entreat you* to forgive mc— 

forgive me, Atfiering innbcence^ for being the 
unhappy, though involuntary inft^Ument of your 
many mifcries.— ^-Fite uhcheerf ul years t nfty Coifi- 

ilzhtiz \ How has ^out ^'ixA'si V«axx: <>i^^^^ 



iC 



m 



itfelfdu]^l^a$iniQ}»Q€]|(^f period?? ^awb^^ 
itruftatne)ddi0fet:riitLappceI^i%(i(H^» whichi, i)i 
confeflion>. (hof^IC]Hmr ftjirni^i/ THe vc^lleftiQn of 
*what you muft W^ endui^d fojc me> s^s k ^cfi 
wrung my iibiitwt^-^g«iOl> y^ clouds it with 
forrow,rand liaa powertK) diftUfb the ferenity of 
aiimiady^^ which^ I txuftj bs^|h been vifited by the 
peace of God^ ) 

But I fliould bc^ ftlU rtore difcoiifelate, were I 
tidt well affuTed-'tHaiyouT i>ipefen« haippincft will 
be in prbportibn- to your former fofFerings, aiid 
that the difficult wiyi through which you wilkcd 
have at laft cobvdyed ybu tO the ttianfionsv«f 
peace. ' '■ ■ '" • ' ■ ■ " ^ 

Such, Cqnftantia, IS the lot of hum^n life. 
The road to happinefs is feldoni ftrewed with 
flowers, nor perhaps ought it to be fo j as we 
ihpuld, in that cafe, be inclined to take our pai- 
fage for our port, and while we enjoyed the 
manna, we might negleft the promifed land. 

I am, however, of a different opinion from 
moft men with regard to moral and natural evils. 
They derive them from the hand of Providence, 
and charge the confequences of human jaflions^ 
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follies and vkesi Upon Ate divine atdn^iniftratidni 
I remember to have {eet\ a iitwgy for the vifita* 
tion of thefrck, wherein the Minifter was di» 
reined to inform' ihie fi^k ^^fon that whatever 
he fuffered, it W2(s the vifitattoncf Ck^d* Would 
this exhortation 4i^ve been pippcc fbr;a, peribil 
who wis iiabdttt?iiig nnder dUfeifqs^hat were. the 
natural and inevitable effects of ibteAijierance ? 
Can thofe Ipjains'; ^hichr thje .^ fuffcrer has^ confci- 
oiuily and yoliyiit^rily brought ujpoi; hin(ifelf> tic 
deemed the vifitatioa of Qqd?r Would. not: thi$ 
'be.«7tQ chargejGpd fpoli{hly,r And, if this 
.weie admitted,' )Mr}(h what proprjety cqu14,?«^P 
fay of that Divine Being, that " He doesf.iiQt 
willingly afflift Jiis creatures ?" With regard to 
this do£lrii)w2j^ my Cpnftantia, it i^ of confcquenc.e 
th^t ypH ftpu}^ ^be_ rightly informed, becaufe 
^from mifta^n apprehenfions. of Prpvidencc pro- 
. ceed almoft all the errors of religious faith.* But 
moft dangerous to ourfelves,^ and moft injurious 
to the Deity, are thofe opinions which magnify 
' hisdefpotifm at the expence of his benevolence. 

^ See Leiters on Religious 'Retiremetit, SCc. (there 
^/^/s Thoi/ght is carried Jurih^T^ 
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-Hearken not to fueh opinions, Conftantia : God 
cannot be the Mihifter of cyiU 

' Our fufferings, natural and moral, are the 
confcquerice of that freedom of will, which is 
the very eflence of our moral powers, and with^ 
out which we fliould be mere machines, incapa- 
ble of all virtue. There are indeed fome natural 
evils which, to incur or avoid, depends npt upon 
ourfelyes, becaufethey co*nie. not within the 
economy of reafon. But of thefe we partake only 
in common with mankind^ and as in the dif- 
penfation of fome of thefe we can perceive that 
Providence had wife and gracious purpbfes, fo 
we may fairiy infer that thofe whofe final caufes 
vre cannot apprdiend^ hate their origin in the 
fame univerfal benevoleact. 

It is, I think, generally underftood} as a doc- 
trine founded upon revelation, that there are fuch 
things as divine inflictions even in this life. No 
doubt there may be fuch, and there may be fear 
fons obvious to the eye of Providence, when it is 
good for us to be afflidled. We may be fum- 
moned by calamity from the purfuit of pleafure, 
and, though we cannot perceive the hand, the 
writing may be divine. 
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But I believe that this interpofition of the Su- 
preme Power is very rare. Nay, I will own t© 
you, Conftantia, that my faith intfiis doftrine is, 
at;beft,but4piri)tfulj for while I believe, I trem- 
ble. Will God do evil that ^opd may come ? 
Is it neceffary ? Can Almighty Power be limited 
in the ufe df means ? . -, 

I^Jll'rtK>i?eover warn you of the cvik that may 
be derived from diis dodtinc. It hiay prompt 
its to vain Cdfrlpatifons and uncharitable cotv- 
itruSidns: When we behold 'rfic calamities of 
<^hfef9, wfe ^€iybe inclined to tracie the finger rf : 
Cod whiereit has not been ; and when w€ tacitly 
^efer to our ^(>wtl^conditicm,; we m»y impute our 
^xcn^tioh from thc>evil, to tkLt integrity where- 
of we ought not to boaft. 

Under rthe Mofaioal difpenfatio^ pfefent in- 
fliftions'wete.mbre vifiblcj becaufe more nedef- 
faty : For i^at other reftraint was there upon 
the moral aftions of mankind ? When the great 
fan£tions of Chriftianity were fet forth, tbofe 
^eftralnts became inconfiderable, and were to- 
tally abforbed intheintercftsof dienewfyftem. 
Old things pafTed away ; behold ! AH things be- 
come new. 
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But we are tcfQ apt to mix our rdigioii, and to 

incorporate :thc JDivinity of the Old Teftament 

^th that of the New. The moral law, indeed, 

ftill remains in force, becaufe its tendency was 

evcrlafting ; but when God faw fit to enter into 

a new covenant with man, the difpenfations of 

his providence were alteripd, . and made agreeable 

to it. Thus, though ui^er the old law it might 

be neccflary for the Divine Power^ to chaften 

whom he loved, yet that meafure could be no 

longer expedient, when the hppes and fears of 

mankind were aiq;>ealed to by. the fandions qf 

immortality. 

It is of great importaxtc^ to yon, Confl^ntia, 

to form -a right idea of yojur Creator, and to 

know in whom you have believed. To aflift you 

in this rcfpcS, will be one of the firft endeavours 

of Father 

Francis. 



LETTER n. 



CONSTANTIA TO TKEODOSIUS. 

My forrows forTheodofius ar^no more: He 
lives, and Conftantia is happy. If ^ou wqmVL 
not have mc remember my fufferin^'^ icT^t.>:'Jc\s.xsv 
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youtfelf ; for nothing now coald mdke the rc- 
^'fleAion-of them^^ii^alto me^hattheir afieding 
< my revered Father. . . 

Gracious iPt-ovidence ! And have I at length 
foiirid a father ? Has heaven granted what na- 
ture refufed ? She gave me indeed a father 5 but 
he forgot the name ; or he remembered the name 
and the authority, but forgot the duties of 
the allianoc. Do 1 err ? Then inftrufi nic, 
my holy guide, inftruQ: me.to revere the man 
who baniflied Theodbfius, and imbittered, with- 
out caufe, the moments of her A^om he had 
brought into being. But I will revere him; for 
•he was kind at laft, -and permitted nie to. retire 
to this afylum of peace. Whatever where hii 
motives, I will revere him; for have I not hcii 
found the only comfort I was capable of? Am; 
not fure that Theodofius lives? Without tltf 
Convidiion (I own my weaknefs) I fhould ha^ 
been unhappy within thefe holy walls. The i 
ercifes of devotion I purfued with equal aflidv 
before I entered upon the conventual life ; ' 
my prayers were the heavy facrifices of for 
and contrition. I was alike a ftranger to tb 
renity of peace, and xo xVv^ -aX-siCt vcs ^t KoTje 
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as not in the power of cpofcious penitence * to. 
t my heart at eafe, whenever the pa^uiful 
ought prefented itfelf, that my <;owardly acquis ' 
cencein the willof a.fatfaerhiadl^endeath to the 
oft valuably and moft amiable of men. Pitying 
;aven has at length undeceived me, and at once 
ftored to my eyes thofe de^r lamented fugitives, 
heodoHus and happinefs ; both changed iudee4> 
jt both improved, by the change. The pleafurc 
enjoyed in the company of the elegant and lively 
heododus, was gay, fprightly, and . animated 
ke himfelf: With him it dep;^rted and returned : 
id my heart was alternately, delighted and de- 
reffed. Very different is the fatisfaftion I now 
;el. It is ferene and peaceful, like Father Fran- 
is. 'My mind is collefted, and my fpirits are 
jpofed. No longer agitated with the anxieties 
id impatience of hopes that terminate here j 
ly eye is fixed on that diftant, invariable objefl: 
f happinefs, oil which time or chance can have 
influence. 

Ye holy retreats! ye venerable ailes ! do I 
we this peace to you ? No, not to you ; for me- 
links I have feen in your regions the gloom of 
ifcontent. Is it not, my picus Y^vd^itx^ IxQtcs.';^ 
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quiet cohfcience ^V I derive this rcpofe ? I 
ihould. nbt, indeedv have fdt rt^beforel entered 
thift cohvcntj biit. T fhould not then have known 
that Theodofiiis was ftill in being. 

Do not think, "however, that I rejoice not 
iri my Ctuatibni. ' 1 do rejoice in it 5 but my joy 
irifes, as I apprenend, from a difburthened mind. 
The fiidden change from painful apprehenfion to 
the certainty of confirmed wiffies, was attended 
with'a tranfport, the eiSefts of vtrhi'ch I ftill feel, 
but will not thefe effefits laft ? Surely they will. 
O my friend t what tears of joy havd I fhed over 
that firft welcome letter, wliich informed me that 
Theodofius was ftill alive ! ' . - • 

» • 

But dol notjfoirget that! am addrcfling myfelf 
to the venerable Francis? Pardon me! I had in- 
deed forgot, till„ on re-perufmg that ever dear 
letter, I beheld the holy nam^ at the bottom. 
Yes; delightful letter! fweet meflenger of peace! 
Thou informeft me that I muft confider Theodo- 
fius ftill as dead. — Ha! dead, didft thou fay? 
Theodofius is ftill alive. Didft not thou fay that 
too? Equivocating letter ! Begone into my bo- 
fom : but prefume not there to fay that Theodo- 
(lus is dead. 
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. He^vena»;l what r^mbUisg lis thU ? Whither has 
my unguided pen betrayed me ! Once more for- 
give me, my revered Father ! 

, I thank you for th^ comfort, as'^i^Uas for the. 
infbfination which.ypur laft lei^er .alForded me. 
T9t^)h^ve placed the eternal Providence in a light 
di|: mqft amhble, and. new^ s^t^ 1^(1 to me. I 
had always hith^^pj ;lQpki^4 ^P9^ th^t powet as 
the infliftor of temporary evils, ,,and confidered 
both private and public calamities as his judg- 
ments. But you have now made ipe of a different 
opinion 5 and I entirely agree with you, that 
temporary rewards and punifhmcnts.are fuper- 
feded by the fanfltions^ of the chriftiau religion., 
Neverthelefs I am ftiU of opinion that God may 

• : ' i ' - • • ■ I _ ' t I i i, i t , . .. , 

occafipnally inteipofe, by the infliftion, of evil, 
to fa^ve a wretch who, is ^oughtlefsly or obfti- 
tiatcjyjiaftening to deftruftion j but, with you, 
[ apprehend tha^ lifqh difpcnfations are very rare, 
md am, for the reafons you mention, almoft 
ifraid to believe them. , 



:' 



P^e^thought, hpwerer, occurs to me on this 
Dccafian, which I (hall take the liberty to men- 
tion,, in confequence of the invitation you have 
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given me 16 etprefa ^pfi^ftfiftlm^hfe wthdtitrre- 
ferve. 



,.f^ : .,. : -Tr/fy.A r- 



.-■-(' 



We are fo entirely difFerent iii our powers and 
paffions, and'tht circtrmft^nces of fin.and temp- 
tation arc fo extremely vanousjfh^t thougS^e 
Almighty might in general kave it to thie^iiihc^ 
tlons of religion alone'to^iiifltfence the anions bf 

* - t • • • 

men, yetpoffiWyhe mi^'(f6toterm it) referve 
adlfcretionatypower,^ tdl]B^ii^ph>perobje£labf 
afflidion^ to ffiiiir duty; ' • - . 

But though the Creator of the univerfe can. in 
no ferife lie the author of evil^ it cannot be doubt- 
ed, I gppreh^pd, .that he may and frequently does 
Bring good out of evil. Of this the (lory of Jo- 
feph IS, in all its circumftances, a remarkable 
proof, I cannot fuppofe,' neither would you 
have me believe, th'at God infpired the brethren 
of Joleph with fenyy, that thev inight fell- him 
into Egypt, or that, when fold, the wife of Tha- 
roah wa5 influenced by a fupenor power to accufc 
him falfly; yet, what glorious advantages did the 
Almighty Pfovidence ^brihg oit of both ' thefc 
eVentsI- . ■• '"' : i ] / • • ■•.■•:. 

r . . . ^ *. . . • 

Anahzs he not, for he regards the humBIeft 
^fhis creatures, has \vc tvot lot mt. vxtca.^ ^^ 



path of {dTtQw tc^^d^r tbe h»rbour of peace ^ 

I will Ixdieve it,: left I/hould pw>v« iipgratefuL 

Pray for me ami hiftiPiiS: me, 

.. Adieu! ^ 

constantia. 



tETTER m. 



THEODOSIUS TO CONSTANTIA. 

\JooD fcnfc, Conftantia, makes better comments 

\ 

than learning, and I find that to propofe my 
opinions to you wiJl be of advantage to myfelf. 

But do you not err, my amiable £i^teud, and it 
there not fome acrimony. in your langua^>L when 
you fpeak of your natural father? It muft not be. 
The duties of parents and children are indeed re- 
ciprocal: but the unnatural parent cannot acquit 
the child of its duty, any nwre than the unduti* 
ful child can acquit the parent of his natural ob^ 
Kgatk>ns. Both thefe however are to be under- 
ftood as^ fecondary to the great duties we owe 
ourfelves. A child ought no more^ to embrace 
mifery than vice to obliges parent, and a parent 
is under no obligation to forfeit his own hsppi- 
aefs for thenar ification of a chM. ^'^^^ N^xvS^tx 
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all circuttiftances, that rcfpfeft D«rMch is due to t 
parent ftill Ttibfiftsv and Whdti Cohftantia tefledl 
on this, flic cannot 'Withhold that rcfpeft. Pity 
your father, Conftiantia J pray for your father. 
If the God of this world hath blinded his eyes, 
fervently pray for- him ift the words of Saint 
David, "OGod> lighten his eyes, thatheflecp 
not the fleep of death." He bears ho uncommon 
marks of guilt or infamy. His foible is the love 
of money; a paffion which of all others is the 
moft difficult to guard againil, becaufe it increa^ 
fe^ by imperceptible degrees ; and when it has at 
once got the entire poflfcffion of the heart, I 
believe that there is no remedy for it. Many 
liberal men have become covetous, but I never 
yet knew one covetous man who became li- 
beral; fo eofy is it in every. inftance to deviate 
from virtue to vice, and fo hard in that par- 
ticular cafe to rife from vice to virtue. Let 
us then confider your father as an obje£t of com- 
paffion, and by no means forget to offer up our 
prayers for him. Who knows whether heaven 
may not liften to the voice of fupplicating inno- 
cence, and be overcome by the intreaties of filial 
piety ? "Would it not i\viqvj ^xi^'v ^iQt^ around 
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the brows of Conftantia, (hould belr £adier be 
reftored to virtue by Her prayers ? 

You are in the right, Conftantia, to afcribc 
your prefent happi6efs to peace of confcience ; 
for that is the foundation of all moral and reli- 
gious comfort, "Without that the hallowed Walls 
of a cloyfter would be hung with horrors, and 
the gloomy retreats of a convent would adminif- 
ter melancholy to the mind. It is that alone 
which gives ferenity to our devotion, and enables 
Ds properly to communicate with God. It is 
that which the apoftle of the Gentiles, in hisfe- 
cond letter to the converts of Corinth and other 
parts of Achaia, ofFered to their confideration, to 
take off that concern and forrow which they muft 
have felt for the perfecutions which he and the 
feft of his fellow-labourers had undergone in 
their travels through Afia. The confidence of 
the confcious mind, he informs them, in every 
painful, every trying calamity, had ftill fupported 
them. ** Nay, (continues he) we can even re- 
joice In bur diftreffes, and our rejoicing is this, 
tlie teftimony of our confcience." 

Perhaps there is no paflage in the f^LCitii'^TvX.- 
ings which more beijutifully and mote ^m^V-aXv- 
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cdlly ex^cBtis thb.lnp^al fenfe or c^Cpience) 
than that of the Proycrbialift . " The fpirit of a 
man is the candle of the Lord^ fearching in all 
it» inward parts." H^;iven, fays the wife man, 
has placed its candle within us^ wbofe rays caii 
pierce the moil fecret recefles* No thought fo 
complicated but it can trace it to its origin ; no 
idea fo abftradied which its light cannot difcover, 
if we ihould fay that the darknefs Ihould cover us, 
that the clouds. of night fhould veil us from its 
ray ; bdoid the darknefs is not darknefs with it, 
the day and the night with it are both the fame. 
This attends us through every circumftance of 
life^ it accompanies thought through all the va- 
riety of its excurfionsi and.marks the fource and 
the progrefsof adion. Confcience (its as judge 
in the mind, and approves or condemns our de- 
(igns and adiions, as it fees them juft or unjuft, 
agreeable or contrary to the laws of God and na- 
ture; If we have done well, it teaches us to 
rejoice in tlie refleftion ; and if evil, it fails not 
to punifli us with a painful fenfe of it. From 
hence arifes the continual happinsfs of the good 

man^t and the never-ending difquiet of the guilty. 

Hence virtue is faid to\it vu o^xi. \t.>«-«^^ {tQta 
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die pleafures~.t>f feflcdum ^ ^nd hence it is^ ihzt 

there is no pckce to the wi<ke4- What^yer s^rti- 

fice they ufeito fiieoce pOfif^iencey orefcape its 

r^proaphe^,, thoiigl> fc^m^tjjpfi^^ thc^c may befo 

far fuccefsful^a^ to tncq\;k^^ji^cm to commit 

grca^ter crimes,: yejt.thp j^^gc , wiU ag^yi jre^um 

tp the chaxgC) ami they will ^jxi that he has ilept 

only ta waJ|pe with double vigour and fury. 

Some iiideed. t^re f^re w^Q feem to have ^uite 

bani0ic4 tj^^inbgbitapt^frpip their brcafts, and 

to hayCr cxfinguiflied the ^ivine luminary 5 who 

go on in a continual co^^fe pf y^ickcdnefs, and 

have . novfpr of Go^ hefpjf?. their eyes. But i£ 

we moije ftjriaiy attend to. tl)c Jives and aiSJbipn^ 

of thcfc,nieni.,we (hall find that the noife and 

triuipaph .thf J,^akc in theiy^g^uilt, proceeds not 

fo much from the fatisfaftioq it affords thc^^as 

from an cfldcayour, hpwcver unfuccefsful, to 

[^ifle the diftft^es of the friend in their breads; 

iind i^oujd we purfue them into the privacy of 

retiremeut^ ,1 will venture to fay that weihould 

fiad them, either afFededly indolent, or painfully. 

difcontent. Hence appears the fupcriorlty 'of 

confcienpe,- Hence it appears that there are no 

arts fu&cjent to filenct it entirely, ^itiA. livjx Sx 
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may tlierrfore b« fupjKyfed to come from tha 
Being, whofe determiiia^tions muft have their cf 
feft, arifl whofe powetid ftot to be refilled. 

If we (hould eniiuire into the defign* of Provi- 
dence in thus fiirhiffiitifi: us With this filent in- 



fpeftor, we fhoutd find that iri this cafe, as well 
as in all others, our God has afted from the die- 
tates'bf infinite goodnefs. Had we beeii without 
this tver aftive cehfor, What WouM hsivc been the 
confequiehce ? Too aj^t we are eveh tiow to 
flight the admonitiohs ' of it, and ftiodldr we not 
ilill niore eafily nave fallen z-pref'io temptation, 
Had there been no iritemal rnonitoi'to Triform us 
that "this fhould n6t be done." ' ^otild not 
vice have found many more votaries,' When no 
meeting remonftirance checked it jiriid iio painful 
refleftlon followed ? It is ei^ideht then' that con- 
iciefice was ftationed in the humairf iiiindf by^ the 
giver of all good gifts ;" and that foirtHe'aid of 
virtue and ^ for tne fupport of i»eaf6n it came 
(Ibwn from the TFather of lights. Itf iiot this, 
Qonftantia, our guardian angel, \vh6 'warns us 

*•*». .■.■■>... '' 

againft the moft dangerous of all enemies, the 
enemies of our falvation ? By thi^ friendly fpy 
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ve are infanned of, and even forefee, their at- 
tacks; andfaappy it b for ua that we are thus af- 
fifted* The tnfihiiations of vicc^ after all, are too 
often fuccefMuli aad heciaits prisvatlagainft the 
force of cbavi£):ion* Nor lodeed, (hould we 
confider idl ihc ftratagcms .&^ makes ufe of 
would th^re be any room to wonder at her fuc-» 
cefs. Does flie not affume the cbai!a3)Brs ef pliea- 
fitre, knowledge, virtue, nay, axid of religion 
too; lier great patron being confcious tbzt he 
&all be QioflLfuuQce&ful in his w<^ks of darknefsj^ 
when he affumes^ appearance of an angel of 
light? Boea not dbe moft proftigatte licentious 
nefs call itfelf pkafure ? Docs not naple-fight€4 
infidelity clai£i the tilks of kiiowledge and pbi-f 
lofophy ? Has not religion been aflerted hj 
faloodf-thirfty z^eal ? And has not fanatic hypo- 
trify likewife affumed her banner, and Ufbed up 
her voice in the ftrects i O Confcience I Thou 
iacred guardian of rational ndittue and religious 
truth, let loofe thy vengeasiGe.i^ton tbefe mon«- 
fters, thefe pefliS of fociety,. ^nd emiirariel of 
vice ! ' , 

Do not you pei;ceive^ my Conftaptia, in tjiis 
difpenfation of Providence, the perfedlioa of 

s 
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wifdom and goodnefs? There krea thouiand 
viC^S) a thoufand enof imtks- >rhvch.have nothings 
to feat from atij bumah tribunal, but are' check- 
ed and reftrained b^ tfais:mehtal jlidg^ 

That peace Whicly you imputed tb^-dUburthen- 
ed' mirid| led me natorally intd thcfe {bntiments. 
Will that peace, yott aflt, continue? Dombt not 
that it will. It id that peace which the world 
cannot give, and which, therefore the wprld 
Cannot take away. That happitjefe which is de- 
rived from a pleafing concurreiiG& of earthly 
events; will vanifli when Fortune reverts her 
wheel; the fame^jhance which heaved ihe brittle 
fabrick of felicity, may demoliihit ina'ihoment; 
but religious fatisfa£^ion| if rightly foUnded, caiu* 
t|dt be overthrowti. 

I ain well affanrfj Cohftantia, that you wM 
^nd your hapfiiinefs 'incfeafedi by the repeated 
exercifibs of devotion^ It is iiinpomble that the 
imercourfe we. have with infinite Goodnefs 
(hould notbe attended with prdrentadvantages. 

But ever let it be. your care, my amiable friend, 
that your devotion be rational and ferene. Let 
it not rife upbtith^ ^ings of pa&ionj but be of- 



/. ^i J ■ ■ *'{ 
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lered up With a fubdiied and: dtipaffionate: de- 
cency. Let your mind; be c^eaf and colnjpofed 
when you addrefi^ yourfelf to your God, left by 
any means you fhould fpeak unadvifedl^tbthe 
Father of wi£dbm,. and ofier the facrifiee of fools* 
* Wondei: hot if I tell you that all your paffions 
fiiould notbeiabfbrbed in heaven^ Ratjonial de- 
Yotion is not founded in the glowing ardours of 
human fehfibility ; the more it partakes of thefe 
the more remote it wHl bcfrom that fpiritual and 
intelle£lual worfhip which, b paid to the Father 
of Lights by fuperior natures. The adoration of 
pallion is blind and impulfive y that of reafon is 
clear and intelligent. By this worfliip the Deity 
is rationally honoured, by that he is implicitly 
. adored« ^ 

- For thefe reafons, Conftantia, I would not re- 
commend to you thofe books of flaming devotion, 
which while they kindle the heart, confufe the 

;head, and turn fober piety into wild ^nthufiafm. 
If the authors of fuch books meant to ferVe reli- 
gioh, diey were miftaken ; for true piety difkfs 
as much from fuch enthtifiaftic. ravings^, 'M the 
cheerful tc!mper of fercne health from the-deli- 



\ 
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nous wildneis * iof a f^pcr. << G0d is a fpirit^ 

<<aad theyf that iTOrftii|j him muft w:0rfhip him 

<<ih f^irit and in truths" WhtteV^r is fpiritud 

is di^affiohate. Such is God himielf, and fiH:h 

ought to be the worfhi{^ We offer hinl.. 

Adieu! myCoaftantia* May God keq> you 

4ri his pTotedltoni and eidighttn you by his 
•Grace. kJ ■■ \ 

Francis* 



LETTER IV. 



CONSTANTIA TO TH.EOI>0SIU». 

1 HEQDOSiusi&nbt dead* The.poHlie.Tkeodo- 

fius ftill lives in the venerable Father Francid. 
-When I received !yout laft favottr, my hand teem- 
.bledi and my hefert ftr^inic. ^!Every idle, every 

W'ild eXprefl^otij^yejT^ effufioti <^ vain imagination 
.;9dd:^l<(9prre£l;€xtv^^iriQn, that had dropt jFrom my 
.pen when I laft wrote to. you, Tofe /up and rc- 
, prqiajcVd n^h^ifff^ your feal was broken*^ While 
;I^qad the firft period o^ your letter, I frequendy 
.took^y eyf f|pm thep^per;, ai>d endeavoured 
to recoUcGt the contents of m^ own. With fear 
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and apprehenfion I proceeded from line to line; 
but when J found that you bad overlooked many 
of my foibles, and touched the reft with fo de- 
licate, fo indulgent a hand — O my paternal 
friend! what floods of tender forrow fell from 
the eyes of your Conftantia ! Surely the kindnefs 
of thofe whom we revere, and are confcious of 
having offended, is more cruel than their fevetity 
could be. The heart would oppofe itfelf againft 
fevere treatment, and call in pride to its aid : 
but againft the force of kindnefs there is ho 
fliield. 

In what an amiable light do you reprefent that 
Goodnefs which brought us into being \ Con- 
fcience was undoubtedly one of his gracious gifts* 
That moral infpe£tor, whofe fuggeftions fo lately 
gave mc pain, is now the principal author of my 
happinefs, and I find that confcience is not more 
fevere as an enemy than kind as a friend. Was 
it not this that fupported the fufferer of Uzz, and 
was he not animated by the fuffrage of Con- 
fcience, when he wiflied that man might be pur* 
mittcd to plead Tiis caufe with God. If .1 am 
miftaken, correft. me,^ my guide, niy father and 
my friend! ^ 
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LETTER V; 



THEODOSIUS TO CONSTANtlA. 

AM pleafed with your reference to the bool 

Job, as it gives me an ppportuoity to tell 
with what delight I have always read that be 
tiful dramatic poem. The divine author o 
had faerificed to truth and nature. . His cha 
tcr of the pious ftifferer, howcvec exalted 
not exaggerated by any unnatural ftro 

• 

While- he is not permitted to fall into impi 
exclamation against the decrees of Providei 
he complains of his diftrefs with the fenfibi 
of a man to whom- wearifome nights were 
pointed. Hence the afflifted patriarch fometii 
alarms us with paflionate wifliea for death, 
fometimes awakens oxir compaffion with afFcfl 
; fighs for his former happinefs. . . 

In the paflage you have referred to, we 
prefented with another turn of mind. " I 
** fenfible (fays he) of the innocence of my, 1 
" I have , done no wrong, neither has any ' 
"Jcnce been found in my hands, jaiid yet 



< 
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". face is deformed with weeping 5 and the flia-l 
" dow of death frowns upon my eye-brows. Yet 
<<thu5 cii'cumftknced, and thus innocent, my- 
"prayer faiely may ^be heard^-^Behold, even 
<Vao w my wxtnefs is in hean^n^ and my advocate 
"ii in the realms of the higheft. My friends 
"continually deride me; but my tears plead (i- 
" iently with God, G that a man might plead 
"his caufe with- God, even as the fon of man 
*>5)lcadeth the caufe ^f his friend." In another: 
of his fpeeches; there is a paflUge much to the 
fame purpofc. "** O that I knew where I might 
^ find, him, that I might come even to his fcat^ 
**!l would order my caufe before him [" 
. Thereisjid doubt, Conftantia, that in thefe. 
fentiments the Patriarch was animated by the fuf« 
frage of confcience. And there is not a paflage 
in his whole ftory that is fraught with moreim*^ 
port ant iiiftruction: For it- may teach usithat,' 
under all the clroumftantes of human calamity,* 
bur only jrefuge isan the eternal Providence ; and 
that our peace muft be derived from that approv- 
ing consciericte Which may encourage us to refet 
our caufe to God. From what other fource can 
we, infuchcircumftances, look for hajijiai^fsl 
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Dependant bdogsr hzvs it not to bcftow.- Were 
man in his fbcialnaturc a vaor^ exalted ^eatuie 
the 4iijpenfatioa o£ peace would: not be in his 
posver^ He could not remore from others thofe 
evils to which he (hotild himfelf be expo&d, nor 
brighten the proipe^^ of futurity, whither his 
influence cannot reach. 

Man, as a being circumfcTU)ed in his nature 
and fubje£i to evenjts:which he cannot commandi 
mud, if left to himfelf, flu£tuate inuncertaintjr, 
and ftruggle whh difappointment ^ he,^ therefore, 
diat would hope with confidence, a,nd enjoy 
V^ith fecurity, muft have a refource which time 
and chance cannot afFeft. This can only be in 
that independant Being, in whofe hands are the 
^uea of life and death. 

Shall we truft to human power? «* The 
^ llrength of man i& but as the grafs of the field, 
\^ and all the goodtinefs thereof as the flower thaf 
'^fadeth." Shall we truft to human riches? 
<rRiches profit not in the day of wrath." Shall 
we truft to human wifdom ? " Wifdopi herfelf 
*« is the daughter of affliflion.'' Shall we truft 
•to human friendfhip ? << In the day of adverfity 
''f /^hfircisnohopeia man.** Can power preclude 
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Id attacks of naUfoituw i Cmi Mm ddigbtr 
l^ibe Jhottf af> anrfui fc wu gt £!ai Myfiboi gnaril- 
pmft the ftialdigei^;a£idstticei? Haiioiepl^dDp: 
dtemmikm llie hmgonif Jo£ {UradOr^ Uq# ^«: 

« JevcrilaainfidMnMif iulii^^^ ^MrffWIl) 

Better ^fetiniA^, mf ifirtend^ #itf 1m; die 4i^ 

le eternal Providence^ ittf icpiiriA^on ^ pdWa? > 

ittfe UifiipisriN'jlididkiMiSIs ^ lOtti^jfi 

Hid goMine&i itfMir ean Mt^i ht^ <f ^auft^ ^ 

igpttmc^ft.of fthingif ;: Hsid ::miitbi^;frjififd^^ 
■kich BO:o0pticeiflto:di«tge.. T)iiCif(l«tliP#fl^r 
mL t^ AxMigcftiiMinlviS^DI iof ^isitfiKb; JEoTw 
qpcricnor k#)tau;|^ him llMt imflteot jmaCmfd 

wa3if make tksmfelnos .wAgsiditlflr Jie^ lam/tgy:!)! 
£ Ife snU aft's f^ ^aridifOAfe Ual -f«i«rif^ 

T 
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was fcarce in proportion to '.his ^ \^ifdom* ISi^ 
three friends, >viu>& knowledge (houldHaWdik 
T^ded, and wh6fe.affe£lion^fhoii4d have fobthed 
kirn, he bftof heard, with rejsfoiiaUe inipatieace,' 
prefcribing reibl^tion§ to whicii humah nature' 
wa9tnot iequal, icndeairoiuinglto xlepfiTe him of 
his greateft'fupport,iIthetCoa£c^{he(ii orhisiii^ 
t^gritf , ' ^ 'fliarp^tiing hir ^poifis by mortifyug 
reflections. Then it was that, deftitdte of all * 
eaiftbly ^pnfpl^tipn,: be appes^ed to hc<en^e% ,^<1 
eyea miiitA^ik^ ky ^ perfox^al cqmnmnii;;a^J9n 
with the ,Su|>r^e Power, hei)4gh(be permit^ 
t^^ l»y hip <5s^ }>c{Qtt ^[ini. . ; ; ^ ; ; ; : 

- It is Onr li^pinefsi <^onftahth, that this ' if- 
{fcU of ttie patttaYch^is not n^Oary for us. . : The 
Chnftiaft ^Oivenak, graetotisiitv^eirery rdii|)er«(ii- 
dofi, has giV6ri^uS tin ajdTboatc; with - the Father, 
^^ (hall pkad ^ur catife t ' An- advocate ^ whb 
J^Weth' wdl^Ke Ifaitttes^ of ^uman nature, akid 
"ofirbofti M^oeffiOfi^ teaii nev^t i)eiixleffe£hiaL Let 
US) Riyftietid} ftnalte ^ourfdv^ps acceptable ta him; 
Itftlis lay iioidi^f^ tfaoife teiims of reden^Mtioa 
^idi^ Ifii^'Ptbevlred fortt6,^^iand bur etehud 
iifr€it& iRfiUb^elfl^ foondatioflu 
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. :.Youy mf Goftftantia^ are among ^ofe ithat 
JiaTC .chofen this ^ocLpart 5 you have, laboured 
rfbr the bivad of kmixntalityi and have left that 
which {>eri&eth to the numbers vrho difc^i^ 
.themfidvea iniyain. Xiet Tuch be pitied^c mjr 
friend, ahd not defpUed; for fpiiitual pride has 
its. origin in fuchcontempt, find it i^Qtie pf xhf^ 
inany uncbriftian iqualide^ cf blind entbiAfiafint 
-Nay, yoix ihould etcn watch over your pity i for 
there is a kind of pity t^iat is aJUed to cpntempi; 

• Bom with die gentteft heart,, and ever^a.9Cuf-t 
tomed to adore, with the pureft. piety, Uk^ Au- 
thor of your being, your reltgipn Js become h^itr 
"ual, and you kxiow no^ the difficulty ,^ith whicb 
a* heart long devoted to vi^ tnuft be vefjE^rmed. 

Man, though bom with facuUics Ao reac^ 
tlirough the depths of time, and powers to^ flou^ 
rifli through the ages if eternity, fcldom lo<*s be- 
j6nd the prcfent hour, or is affefttd. but by prei- 
fent objefts. The immortal foiil^ coirfiiied to* this 
manfioti of earth, becomes enamoured of her 
habitation, aid in time peiiuades herfelf that 
here fee has a delight to dwell. Hence (he i« 
iblicitotts how ihe may repair the tottering w^B, 



I 

I 



Mmhniemt Is 'Arugc, fOm^faatk i fiiMJie, 
^mdiftahdingi Iierf(rtkInd>.fa>Sls pnfim 

Jduq'^ntewiltfbonifiUl,' aadyer^ fixmino 
Into, it* ttathoc -carih: ffct b liisk wUk, 
iOfety bieaft (hat ii^ot^- «vm' «ril^ hope, 
1>uf)<nrhttdeCgn,'(hiUdrap into tho coU 
fefrMei^ grave; The eys- ;hat ii tomUiii 
p>g< (baU >K ^Ijfe4 iii da^ncfsj uid thofaani; 
'wtites it (hdl 'crambicinto d«^ 

In-thit hmivwhanthcimmoTtdJfMrit fln 
'^aoge'tbii'tt^nGent being for t]w alloCinet 
■«(RiHty-^ifi that swinl boar, CoBrftwttia, 
Ainu fuppMtCMfNcdiing but di^ Bottieax 
ofBwelle6i»fcAedlUc. Thattttrins BDnfia 
intbeFttWofottuiSr-tfutfeaccofGodin 
{f»flfet}t »U underftmcluig^ljiitt ier^ne affian 
that «xali«ii ttfgf* «f foul— thcfc arc the I 
o! ^ U|:iong refigped to Go4r and dire^ied 1; 
li^ioRt Tpt Curelf thefe axe well worth our 
(lent labours : If th<£e are not fecured, we 
lived and we have tmlcd tn vain, we have j 
our naootjr for that v^ich ie not bread, aad 
laboiur for that V^li^ fa;i«ficth qpt 



liye^myi Coflftafida, iiipponCed hf tbfit gB^ 
18 Power whdm you ferr^ fiipfosfod bf hit 
ridcnce) aadrCfiii^ettcdbyltts gnee.. 



i^rriR VL 



••«««•• 



ELCOME,fMreetpeaeeofcbnf(eie&€e«! IiOi^t|r 
nger! Daughter of religious duty, wekomef 
wbemry wtus my heart, how pain£ul m| hours 
hy abfencfef How gloomy, ailddifl^tisfied^ 
b what anxkty and uBcafioeft did I ariiis irpni 
moft comfofftaUb of aU dini^ the holy faqii- 
of prayer 1 The tocenie feeoiod toriie unao 
tably : My psaycrs were feeble ; they wefc 
ifale to teach At thnme 9f tjie Almighty^ and 
irnedy but not wifk bappinefis, to my own 
om. To diepofleffion of th(9e, Cwe^t peace» 
at are riches asd hoaowrs ? What were the 
ilth of kingdoms, the acquifition of worlds^ 
rchafed at thy ^icpence ? 

3 my paternal friend, how forcible is . trutbi ^ 
ine irudi J . With what plga^ng co^Vv^vm^^ 
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^every ray of it, that lUuimiiiedyDQcUft^letta^Ifiin 
4ipon my heart ! How .poor did the mterefts, th 
pleafuxes.of this work! appear, JwJiqLcoinpam 
.with the pure, the peaceable wifdom thai 
Cometh from above \ ■ ^ 

Father of lights^ ever grafitf me this wifdom / 
Let the prayers of my. father and my friend co- 
operate widi my own, ^t tjiy et^rnal.tlirone, and 
•procure form^ tjbc blefled influences of thy tictci 
jSpirit. f . -; 'i . ' 

Thb, my venerable guide, is the fiibftanceof 
my daily prayer, which, fincie I received your 
inftruAions, I have repeated with greatet aiSdu* 
ity. I have evtr been convinced that the divine 
concurrence was necefiary to. affift us in the 
^ifcharge of our duty, as weUas to dire£t us in 
the knowledge oiF it 5 but that emphatical prayer 
which concludes your letters, ^^ that the eternal 
«♦ providence would enlighten me with his 
*^ grace,*' has given new force ta my con* 
vidions, 

I will not prefcribe to you the fubjeft of your 

letters. I fhall liften with pleafure and attention 

to jour inftrij^etioDS^ X<;x ^\iaXfcN«t ^Quxt of duty 



(kd&Hxi^ ^kfmTLj t>edii:^eil v but allow 
b ' wifh, tkf ftvdred frtetill, that oh this inW 
atit dddtlri^ oP gtace I .inai|r fdon • recehe 
r tahi^^ oi)fetiraAoiiaJ ' - • ' ^ ''■ ' :^ 

oflibly tSid divfiie a#]^cnfifi6n may be tiecif- 
m i ^^er'bf ia^^m<!e^ec than rfil^- 
: ft ibVc}' I havcteceWed iiiSercnt dcxdist* 
: iirbtf the tjrtfcflbrs^rf 
k. that ill <:if them harecbiicKaca it to bf he-I 
iry^ fck diy though 4tl%h*t'to^^ 
iSaxy, they have not agrcetK' "'> ' '. '•'P 

: ns '^iId(IRy'tiii<I<itftdba''Aat fl^r'^ivbc 
e i6ifii^cbii1l^qii^ntii>1 i^ii^^of thr^EEH^^ 
ihaiid fet us ty *irai'wfl'd"Wjcd W (raP'«y 
ptibA i' '^et f have fdmtitinf #i t&(^glit ^st^lf^ 
lor of thtf'Bodk'af Wafei^ ft^yed for'yiJs erii- 
tenii^ :gn|cioifptlurt^9bffiiga'<i?lucE yoo'Mve 
ted iin'one ref ybur letterst' M MyJ&Q^^ 
^tevsilnee^j tbat'iillecponot^lMS fleepidi^ 






VitH itljpca to this.opmion; as^w^ ^s^taiKi 
rffity otexpHichccof (Svinc^ce,: and the 
ree in #hich' it is difpcftfed, 1 Vait yoixr fcinff 
iiaions.'-' ^ '-- '" - ' ''■^''' ' 



lurve adf ifed mtngtito^rt^^l own } hate bithoT'-: 
tDvbeen too fon4 itf* I 'Pzr%k\Aw\ft«ibfi I entered 
upon the conventual \i£ii^lhmthf^il dm ¥ ik e9fL* 
tttCmt Id fpc^ l3^]cft;.jmy w^ij tf^otmeoded 
^ nfcibj in]rlady..a|^^>,-wlK>i^.fijgoQ4 woinan; 
biuiigtjdeTOtiaifti/ijfjnsiwt to >« of tt^ %«W 
ap4 ,-^inperst^ ^d ..wbich. pi» d«fq:j^^e^ncl apN 






quently depreffcd,..., .. .,.. . ,^ ,| 

DvNnBcr^ J jidpe^. ij^heihdaiil fof )]r^iv€Qiiftaa« 
^;fialllhat fptntnal pncb' ynu nmtmi find j/ 
j^^je^ii lraiii(Ux)r^bifii]s:itf ^l8fc viilni|n^ qdi1'« 
dition who live without God in the ^bdd^ M 

if dd^Ujtat^ ^f x^li^f^pt9^c my own^ ha& beeo 
a fdlow fufFerer; and fhould I triuB\^;inmy 
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comparative happitiefs or purity--^fii0ttld I thdnce 
derive any fentiments of conteippt for others, the 
reflediion would rather mortify than footbe tDCy ^ 
fince I ihottld appear to defpife in diem iR^t I 
myfelf had been. 

The hour of prayer Is at hand — I come ; daugh* 
ters of devotion, I join you — ^and now will I once 
more intreat the Author of life and death long to J 
fpare you for the comfort and fupport of 

COMSTANTIA. 



LETTER Vn. 

THEODOSIxrs TO dOl^iTAKTlA. 

I INTENDED to make tKe difpenfation of grace 
the fubje(f^ of a letter^ and I thank you for put«« 
mg me in a method of treating ih 

iTour firft qucftiod is^ Whethcil thid difpenfa- 
tion was only the confequential privilege oi^ 
Chriftiatiity ? 6t Whether it was hot alfo the pri*^ 
tilege of Judaifm ? 
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The httcr p^t of thh ptopbfijdcisY jou infer 
fcom diat po^bal |)e^ion of tbe pfitlmift^ << My 
Godt lighten mine eyes> S^c^'-r^iiiyWy Conftahtiai 
it' ig^obrious enough to fuppofe that the king o£ 
Ifrael might pray for the illumination of the di- 
vine Spirit^ as his fon-and fucceflbr prayed for 
wifdom^ though under their fyftem there was no 
pi^mife of the ordinaiy difpen^Hions of grace. It 
would be ^na^ural for a people who where vifited 
by God| and beheld, on fo many occafions, the 
interpofition of his providence^to apply to him for 
his afliftance uiider the conflids of religious duty. 
It would be ilill mpre natural for them who (at 
in darknefsy to petition for that light, of which 
fome emanations were communicated in the ex- 
traordinary influences of the fpirit, though^ agree- 
ably to thefcheme.of the eternal and unerring 
providence, the perfe£tion of it fhould not be 
difphyed till the fulnefs of time* 

This may be fuilicient to anfwer your firft 
queftion which is rather curious than ufef uL 

With refpeft to the neceffity or expedience of 

the divine grace, I have much more to fay. The 

philofophers of our fyftem who weigh every thing 



-In <^ fcsde «f natural obiigtittmj Of tnioi^l 4p^. 
'itud<^) ^xcladii agaiflft dii^ dc^rkic of girace^ If 
you admit die imp^Ab of a fuperkM? agent, M*ere, 
%diey5 bthdi^tM^ ag6ntf6f Alan? B^fid^, 
t is it agreeably to die ^e&^tMnga that Gdd 
ftould f^iricrfbe a law to man, ^to ^ich IU0 itk^ 
inl pow^^aibna^ fttre n^ adequate P.Thia,«oniaaiie 

-dfcf, wimW b^ritp/p$*be pod 5|»fgfjt^fii^Mk- 

-trine of ^sa(Q$ iatilet^fore f»pWfelPH^ : 

^ ^ M 4idk ^emne^ wbkh U i^mi by Ad GMC- 
^att pli^ofbphWi iM mfh^s tiie l^hildfepher of 
^k^iFc. Hetakes^^ up ii« argniAiSnt wheedle 
^^oeber laid it do^«Mi;r^You Inave very iiiglitly obK^- 
ifbdi Sir, fayslic^diat^Sod would teani'E^^ 
iisn ta&mafter,. if tie gaii^e \sa aT:laiKrid8ai:Wibs#afie 
^ttaable to live^^ :;3Suehi Iliifift:if{id^ is^lke 
law dMt ia faid M^^'^^^ faim^lgr^ Uini dii^M^ 
•*kei*-caim€i%e;^»' •'' ' - ^ •>*'^ f •': ',:b 

• Thus, Cbnftamiai ydu fee ^f fe Wti^etfu^ifc^ 
of pliilofopki^bg'ih teMgloii.i^it^ jxp^dtit^^^^ 
doubt tt) the erittAy, andhcWh^our'battbrfe^ 
againft us, To i>oth thefe Tiiig^aHoife^dppbtf^ii, 
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I Sb^li give a (bort anfwet. To.tte chriftain jfe- 
, phift I fajj that^ the powers of m^n. may be inade- 
^4]Hate to the; kw of reli^on, though its Qxigin was 
^£rom Gdd; and to the phUolbpherof nature I ao- 
i fwcr^ that theiawpf rdigioh may be from Godi 
'tbo\^h the powers of man are in^6quate to ]$. 

.The iSwne argument will prove both thefe points. 

- A petfba law might be giveh to imperfeft bt- 

-^ings widiout any impropriety: It might be giveft 

to ni^e them exert to the utrhrfi the powers of 

their nature, «nd drain to higher degrees of vit- 

tJie:&r ^e high prize of their calling«^T-it might be 

:intende4 to. epooU^age an .urefi4 emuIatioi% . \xf 

^J^60king ftiU greater degrees, of j?^pellencq ^tffti^- 

Jibl^ i-it inight h^ defigned to^nreyent indifference 

.and indepesidence^ whkh bn^ !vv^ tild^ nati^taUy 

ha^ fufiercd;l0 gfow uponiiitt, iwhenrfecii^c by 

hSs 4wtk po\j«ets^ of lattainiag: «o .moral perfo^^a 

a;fjdpfc^ciwgiugeV^?yd4ltyjei^oi»cd.hin^pv A 

dependence oh the Almighty for.^y^ftanc^ jii ibc 

,fQni}i6t p{ lifyis productive of pia;;y advantages. 

It prevents that^de and carelefsnefs whidi are 

|;5i50^9ftep thy f^^^ ?f fequri^y apd independency 

Itxmm an itttercourfe with the Deity by prayer j 
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jikb) though' die mpft ddightful part of fd4- 

H16 dutf) Would become unoeceflary the mcH 

^r that the; aid of divine grace ibould b& fpunil 

bc,fo* ',; :... , ,', ., 

From theie cb-operating <iati{i38) Conflllnirfay 
tt fee how eipedient is the difpenfation of 
ace. How neeefiary it is foir us in our pvefexit 
ite, we ineedifiot make a^^ so reaibn, but to 
perience« ■"' . " *-' «-;■'••' , ., '^ ' 'i- 

To be' igrtdiratit of the fitred truths of rell- 
3n, and to be deftitlite of thel ooiilmuni'caT)le 
fluencesof &od's holy S^iv^t, has beem always 
»n(ideiftd^fcy good men asdfcie rhdft deplorable 
►ndkion of Jiuman l^rretchcdnefs. ^Heilcc 'wfe 
id it reprefeitted in the fattt* ^ritingsr by the 
rribtc iitti^gcs <rf darktitfi^ ^f death. " Thofe/ 
(fays the prophdt) that^fatfc ni darkness have 
feen'a gte^ lights and thdf liiat wer^ inibeiS- 
gion and jdserihadow of deaths on disin hath 
the Hght9iined;'-^Aw^ke; thou that fleepeft^ 
and arifefrom thedead, and. iEIbrift ihaEbglve 
dieelighi:;-=^— ^My Godj^i%hten'mineeyestl|ait 
I fleep hot in death.'* TKis.wasthe petation 6f 
at prince^ whofe devotion was fopuxe andxx» 
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-i^ifc4^dnt dt^'-il^tghty himi^If'bdre tefUtMsy 

'Maownhean.' And eouM lie, tile Tigltt of Ifrati 

— could he, didinguifhed for his knowledgeof 

.dKrtltbn Seated nel^ioa—coujd ^4, Ulunilneil 

, iwitb.the fpirit fif pfljpliecy.tbink it iKy;efl«7 

dfauUd^not vc jBtW^ mom ?--T-T-T)rfiy vbo c wnot) 
like the prophet, boaft any fupcrior. ppflSM V^ 
^tiu; iiu(me£(yii|^ and who hare y<lfj wiA hm, 
.jbciiuncprpjjcufititisiocvil. . 
■ 0» m, HKle94U f.die iimol )i^tM>uftiP& 
-Jbiih'&itaed." To. w w :dif^^d(ii paieSt 
JwowJ^ge <rf^tefefe(4i»gtt»di&T^u)Cccul«d 
dbflif nes, tKtt ««r$ then oid^ fofft w typw ^^M 
,ibadow8. .lt»'.c*M:^^n«faito-.kHOiw th«p»- 
:«Qa ^trill ol Godi: TCTCsled.bj'rlfia.SiCiB, Jfifn 
■Oirifl. The iaCusi Scriptwfca: fXHWw.fyVil 
Aiiigauceflar^co&lvatioii. . l^iert^ 4verjr rnvnil 
4tttr is el^lf Aabcd, asd-cfeeryi^ciult «f £tilli 
fu^caendy. difciivcoed. To ^e£e 'f<utntains «f 
Jiglat>xnd.immoital3lf w£ nay-^^y^ mdlftK 
jbnoptiDn, '. for that :kt]ie>wl6dge «'h]cki4aadA]i ■ 
iiaaaH inrth.' . ■- ,. . .-■ .l;, . 
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^ defied bedie gradaiu author of bur falration i 
he Yeil of partition ii now taken away ; tbofe: 
ypes and figikres,.' which were the fhadowtn^; 
>f good things to comC) are removed^ and wci 
cTiow what we worfhip. 

It is for us then, on whom the light hsith 
Mned, to be willing, atlcaft, to ircjoiccin that' 
ight.— It is for us with unwiearicd affiduity to 
ludy the h(dy ScriptiireSj which: are able to 
ftake us wife unto falvation^ Whatever at-?' 
aiiiments we niake in fcience> if we neglefk 
hiS) the only true wifdom^ our knowlege and' 
ur induftry are vain. Whatever (kill, whatever 
rudence we poflcfs in the economy of this life^ 
F the acquUition has been made by the neg]e(^ 
f this knowledge^ it is fkill that dark^ns> and 
rudence that deftroys. 

The rude notices of natural reafon alone can 
lever be fufficicnt to diredi us iq ev^ery part of our 
onduft. Thofe lights, though ufefuland univer- 
al, are liable to be obfcured by the biaze of paf- 
lons, to be enfeebled by vice, or milled by error. 
The under Handing may be made fubfervient to 
thehcart,aud employed in thedefence of what we 
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wifhi ratBer than what we "ought to do. The 
force o£ truth may be overcome byhabit, and,like 
the heathen ftatiiary, we may fall down before an 
image of our dwn framing. It b efientially ne« 
ceffary, therefore, that we fhouW-hayc fome cer- 
tain rules of a£tion, fome plain dire£tions laid 
down for our condudi. which can neither be 
perverted !by fqphiftry nor mifponftrucd by error. 

Such, Conffahtia, is the heceffity of that ex^ 
ternal information which has been ordinarily dif- 
penfed to us by the Spirit of God ; which, while 
I have been attending to, I have not loft fight of 
my argument. • . ' 

r 

The fame caufes which concur to make the 
outward evidences of the Spirit of God fo nc- 
ceflary for our information, render the internal 
aids of his grace as neceffary for our direftiont 
and fupport in the difcharge of our duty. 

To acquire a confummate knowledge of thef 
holy Scriptures is not alone fufficierit to conduft 
us to the land of everlafting life. Thefe ate the 
leading ftars by which we muft ditc6t our coiirfe, 
but other means are neceffary to guard us front 
the fcmpeft above, -^vA iV.^ \\\wk Vi^lavc* Th^ 
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ocean of life is treacherous aiid uncertain/ Manyr 
latent dangers await the pailenger ^ and he is fre* 
quently in the greattEftperil' When he diinks him« 
felf the moA fecure. 

Shalt I change the fcenC) and fuppofe dikt we 
havesin earthly paflage to the city that is n6t mzdt 
with hands ? Yet ih that ciife, how matiy cir- 
cumftances of 'dangier to' the traveller does the 
allegory afford me ! A thbafan^'accidents (concur 
to mabs us deviate from the narrow wiy that 
leadeth to life. We are on one fide threatened 
by horrible precipices, on another invited by 
profpefts of DeautyV Uelpair points out to Us 
the length and diifficulty of the journey, and 

wearinefs impbrtuhes us fo feek the' Vallies of 

. ■ . * -, , ^ 

Tcpoie. 

The objeftv indped, at which we finally aim, 
would infinitely counterbalance every inconveni- 
ence. And the fufferings of the prefent time 
will bear no comparifon with the glory that fliall 
be revealed among us. But objefts placed at a 
diftance, however important, never ftrongly af- 
fe£lus — As in the ^ttraftion of bodies, ifthofc / 
with which they fytnpathize be fat removed^ thie^ 



;:.£knte }»au>a-.iif.'droi|e.^eCj^ ibfosiiiwtkOiiv 
of God's holy Spirit, is tiKti^pesTafaly tnecci&rf 

lli?««^ i'S^fH^ >J.4*i ItWwM^eaf U»^ diyinf 
j^el^«[p>,,^i^l oqta)sy^yft-% ^ffifwpt to (H^r 

i^<9 lfr^/"«fmpiti *^' f ?ipw 9ffe^^*^n.tbc,90Jl- 
^^I 4^;ft,,?;ft :Si5 ^^v^pftt afr.allt^mesj th? fipf 
<^?P,»RMt|X.?^tWtip^ 9P,r,A.c.;feme se^iij^efspf 
apprehenfion to diilinguifli good from evil. The 
faculties pf the, imnd are fometimes vigprousi 
;ind {bmetinies languid., ' The will is frequently 
retained by idle;iefs, or folicited by defire, with- 
out receiving anyinftruSipns from reafon j and 
the economy of the foul is oftener in diforder 
than that 01 the body. ""'"^ 

. Ip ■fuchrckfi^i^^ wie 
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Ae. Aw^brmiuhimus of 'diis^iS^irk »of wiUant, 
to keep ut IB die jbttiiHir p«th8 o£ ibty 2 Cas 
diere be aaxf 'dmxkt^BssBfAc ^iaimwcj JSffoah^' 

But in what degree, ydtr aftt, 18 tJiis grace or- 
dinarily ffifpfeuM > To 'W^hich Imttft beglc'a^^^ 
to anfwerj that God giveth not his fpirit l^y mea- 
ifi3>e» It iB-ene^vi^fer us^o knom>wh&tiie iiath 
declared, 4^ li^^graceMd fn^ckint f^^os. It 
muft %e tieeeJEiiy in ;a g<^ea«er or a Jefsdcgrce, in 
fropoTtiofi to the di^ereiti: tempers, £t4i|Ut]OXi^ 
Mid ckcumftafices-^if ramkitki.' AadTitdith^ 
^yeps^ tsid^<eadeav(mc4 of^^eacb^a fa£Mettcy 
hereof ^jill ^^^^peRi^d. Wotff^rfvvfef^ iandl 
etideavduts, <I &y, it wiXlht AiSptrtkd^ ^9i^ 
ably tx) nvijiicii we ave 'told, chat ^.ouxlieaiyanilir 
l^a^^lher ^wiM ^iireiof his hdy ISpiarit t0 dieai chat 
afk it in his Son's name." And while we ate ia* 
forn?Led tk^it is <?q4 who w^js^ch g;v ps, y^f: ^re 
co^im^cd to .;woi;k put , Qur i9iw^ #vfj^9ni 
Thas^ ^i^ft^ntia, a fu^ij&pcy pf^ $hq diy,in^ 
grace is ^prqiioife^ to ; ^^r ;,pp-ayci»-Tpirfi Wfe4 ^^ 
co-operate vwith q]^'€^4^vQ|}|§jv ^4 if isjthv^^ 
ift&l £hp,>e^xi)&omy 9f gr^i?p irmrfeTei? ^^t jyi^ 
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jdnt freedom of vn& oh which rail bur merit, as 
fadondi CFeatUre8| is founded; Our prayers and 
endeavours areliroluntary aSs^ aiid we are confer 
quently as much at fiberty to lay hold of the dif« 
penfatipn p^ grace . ^s of redemption, and as 
inuch at liberty to rej^A it> to refift or to qucnc^ 
the Spyit. 

Wer^ not this thercafe, .Qonft^n^a ; lilrere the 
difpenCition of grace entirely Independent on 
QUIT owa wil^ tbe moral agency of man would 
be iupexfedcdK and the do£lrine of rewards and 
punifhmient^ would beivain*. If, according to 
^1 do&rine of .fanatics, the grace of God be 
«n impuUive jmn'dple, partially beftowed, and 
a&u^tii^ us.a^i mere machines^ then the Al- 
mighty has taken our falvation entirely into his 
own hands, and rendered moral virtue an empty 
name. 

But this doflrine will on the conclufipn be 
found blafphemous to God, and injurious to man- 
kind. For if God be the fole agent of our falva- 
tion,' to him it muft be oiwing if any foul perifh : 
and if morsel virtue be vain, the flood-gates 
of vice inzj be thrown open, and the world be 
orer whelmed with the de\>3i^c. 



THSODOSniS AND CONSTAKTIi. 49 

But if God be the fole author of our falvation^ 
and if his grace be an impulfire principle, which 
we caimot refift, then no foul ihaU periih ; for 
we are exprefsly told that << God is not willing 
" that any fliould periih, but that att (hould come 
^< to rqpentance.*^ If it fhould be replied) t;hat 
fome do periih, ns^y that m^y go on in the 
** broad way tp deilruftion"--thcn I anfwer, thatf 
God has not the powev to dq wliat he is wilUng 
to, dp* . He is willing that npne ibould periib» 
andyet you fay that; fqme do periih, therefore 
there are fome whom he has it not in his power 
to fave. Now God is all-rpowerful, confequently 
he muit h^y^ difpenfed ^ith his power in that 
refpeA by making the f^dv^tion pf znan conditi-* 
onaL If we accept not the loercies of the gofpel 
on the terms that are pQered to us, God himfelf 
can do nb more for us-^^od hiix^felf cannot a£b 
tnconfiilently with his own: lawst ^^very attrl-t 
bute o? the fupreme pcrfedlion muiJ; be perfeft^ 

- . . . . ^ 

T— Juilice and truth are his eff^ntial attributes— « 
his juflice and his truth therefore muft be per- 
fea. 

* * * 

You fee, my friend, how wretchedly foi^nded 
is that fanatical doftrine, wTikYv. i^^i^^^^\\^ "Sm^ 



Gm^e of 0(>d ^s »l inr^ift ible priiidple, a£ting 
«iAci)flditbmiUy, ^Tid impclit&ginen tp falvsuioo. 
Y^u fee whdd ^diflMm^ur it wonldlmsg upon die 
DeityvWto iii9irdd['ti(tiiditgftitoa^ andliov 

^ If^ th^^fcfbfe, th6 grate t)f Gckl be a ^mttd^ 
mklf ti6t ati ir¥e«tftiUe ^ittieipk> k vf% i^ I 
obrerrcd Worcj be xlMp^ttfed <)n!y ii| a f tifficknt 
a^grefe : Ttot fey k linit rfSsdodly ^o-^^p^ailie 
utrith ^ur -b^h ^(itkteaybiiTB in Working oiit out 
feliratiofh » More'^an this «n^e haVe n5 jigfet 
*o e^ea fiWni fhe ^race of GqA. Ilrfkifte wifi. 
' doto «wiH iK^ <io M4i2it i^ 'not ii^oetfatry to be dio^ 
The ettirAoJNfin^t^ ' influences <tf «he ^Spirit art 
cea&d> bec«ufe dt^y ^t^ tio jd^ge^r tequifi^; 
tWeforej tiib»gli many initftd^feiftay b^e 4one by 
&t 4^tei*eei9ioii^f depat>ie4 Mn^^ yet X Ibdkve 
^01^6^ i^iOJEe fa^^i fach^ msd^ ^6 ^exifted ifince 
theap<3/ftd[k sei^ydid^iiymmdee^enilrViiDg;^ 

^ St. Patrl ^himf6ir; in his firft eplftle to the con- 
verts at Corixrfi, tells them thatt the miraculeus 

'■..■'< ■ • 

* This is a very modest degree of Jaith for the Fa' 

iher of a Convent : The Editor^ for his part, believes as 

zHN(^ Wie VT^ingm Mq fo^himous niiracles^ ifAose 
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P9wef-p£ ^hpl; spirit %xif Id xeiiie^ bull tlvit 
cl^arity, wjijcfei^as a|n9'^ r^cc of XJhyffti^iB^ 
flw^d ftijjl^ii^^ iafqoiffc4ttcpM:c of jtbqfc OJTr 
CH;din?P7 diiBea&tiopj^ of t^ Spici^ th^ fkf^ 

Whaler, thecefore, appean to exceed dicfir 
Driiinary infiiiebees of grace,; the raving fl^hts 
df ^nthiifiafiiv and t^eragc<»f bnatie seal| dit 
(\iAl«i !'mpiAfe^^ dfvotMnat«ji^>hnre,. aad thf 
ndld TcveficiB bfTirtaSah ^dreamers'? atttfadb 
itteth9 6«iis bf^ ihianeiiaiagifialSov, andcaanot 
fKoct€ihom:that pic& andpeaipeakle Spirit 
whiGfc^Q(Mi3^4i flK>nplixe S^tittt^^of! H^ .1 

Th« o^litte^ ef • tluff SplrUf^ toi ni|iom» the mind 
with a vight Itnfe of k»daTy^, knd to aniinaf^ 
and .ehccwr&ige itiin the iK&Hisnrge ^ it* In thii 
S^ht k 18 ptioperly catfed by out Redeemer, that 
Cqmf^rter which fliould leadr u« into aU trtith^ 
and teach 118 aH things. 

How much are thofe offices mifrcjircfented by 
the folio wers of Calvin, and by enthufiail^ of 
every denomination F What vifionary commu- 
nications, what fuggeftibiisf of fick fancy have 
thofe ddiriou8 'dreamers iniputcd^to the Spirit of 
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Wifdom ! as if God would render vain that f»- 
cultyof reafon whi(^ chiira£lerizes man by his 
own imsige, and as if the enlightening Spirit 
of Grace would rather 6bfcure thah illuming 
the underftanding, thefe unthinking men hare 
charged upon the opcarationsof that Spirit the 
moft extravagant ^fie&s of wild infamty. Under 
tike influence tif imaginary caUs» fome hate 
preached, andibnie have projpfaefied. The me^ 
chanichasforOdLen ibis awl, and his wife her 
diftafl^ and with heads full o£ glorious vifions^ 
together they havic.iflued intx)[ the cftreets and 
highways, tapublifliithecveclafting goipeL 

' • U will always: be dSfficutt for ditvoul; ignprafice 
10 diftinguifli between the fuggeftioiis of imagi- 
nation, and the influences of the divine Spinl. 
Unaccttftomed to abftta&ed thinking, or even 
todraWconclufionsrfcomtht mbft fimple propo^ 
fitions, the ignorant are. unable to fbrm any 
judgment of that niode of infpiratipn, which 
fhould be mod confiftent with the wifdom of 
Providence. They confider not that it muft b^ 
more agreeable to jniuute knowledge to invigor- 
ate the nobk£af:ultj,of reafon^ ^^nd to bring thf 
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poffibns into fiAjeftioni tBan byenfiamfaig 
to v^eaken that hcvOUff and by fo doing to put 
darknefs for lightL . Hence all ibe M^aking dreams 
of blind enthufiafm are cherifhed and refpc^led 
as the offspring jQf. gi^pe ^ and the piiftaken vifi- 
ojiaxyafcr^bef to the author of re^on fuch irn* 
pulles and communications as qoii^d only exift ia 
^mind wher^j:eafo^ was impot^t.. 

• But die deliifioniio£ iimbeetttenkhiifiifin woviUt 

htmilyi deferveaasin^bn> were tUey notCometimear 

piedoiSJ^e of tonfiiqinencesthat fdiderilis^ em^ 

thufiixfm nb longetknspcent* f roibfihe belief of> 

di^idmeimpiilfes. llie flames of fcdeculiion' havei 

t>eeii lighted/ andthip altars of vf u^isr&i^oit hate 

liwsii horned ; die (anguinousihsfe btin pron^pt* 

td't& indulge their natural thiifflf /of Uiood, and 

' t&e i^oomy ha'\^ ' f orfaketi the iomiitj of human 

creatures, and inhabited caves and cells in foli- 

tary fanflity*. . vThi$ fpecks of vxeligiojus xctire- 

ment^ I have ever condemned ; but my objedicmflT 

do not afifeft the conventual lifey for dicmc is 

great ^ifferehc^ b^v^een retiring to a cave in . 

iSfilhite unfirequehte'd ciefert, and entering into n 






r*' 



♦ r/r<?rc iimdeid} Us Father F^Miis observes, ^ £^ 
Jhrtnce between th^d ivao sorts of reiiremeHt ; bid in ^ 
Editor^s Qpinbftithe difference Mes oniy in the mode; 
/or thei^.ar^',eq\iaU^ repugnarti to the determinatious of 
PromdencCf -which has made the \whqle moral duty of 
man to consist in the social capacity of serving hisjd- 
liow'creature^^ 



i 

tdigbi^'^fbcletj.* : <Mknyrin[0i»i4ibaa.^t^ i 

been theefieJ2sofini{bdcea:iinpttli^^ -Thohit: ^ 
toiy of the - churck in eirerjrijieriod abounds iivitb 

Yet ho^n^ eafy is it, ipoh'^eflfefiioti to gua^ 
igainit thcfe'delufiblis \ ' IVltat 'itf the' ciid o£ dfc 
vine gracef It -Is oirty td^aid* iis in the know- 
ledge and in the'difcharge df bur duty. I'hfere- 
fote, whaltererliinpidfelKdlLodiec 
thefe. itehnnot be o£ Qjod^f^ffaeeaaiife it i^Jioot 
agreeaUe-^.his wtfdom, t0,do]«rhat isfupeifttM] 
CU8. A fufficiency of hi&graceit^iebatihc'aldxMf 
hath promi£Bd'ti% and what aloneHt is dbnjffiffj 
ent withdaifinite;wifdom tx> giTd.* .k Will tik^ fo* 
tber of jightSi afiuii£?hi& e^peaturbs.^th dreams 
and.r^eri^^ ioTV!]flLhe.fp/afrt:vritb.tbeir.pai^^ 
depreh 2SDdyfiBv^f nrifam^Iaiidrdifttafi; the^? 
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-WHMic not rather- affitt fuch asl call upon Kim 
fekhfully, to bring thofc paffions into fubjc6- 
•fion-; and to ebnfnrih in its proper empire the 
nobler principle of reafon ? I^ not fuch the 
ihode of operation that the all--wilc Creator 
^woiild aflign to his aflifting Spirit ? The wifdom 
that eomcth from above, we are told, is pure and 
peaceable : Suck Mrifdom is congenial with out 
reafcm, which is a dekr and fteady principle ; and 
dterfefore, it muft aA in concurrence with that 
principle, at leaft the efFeds of grace cannot be 
repjogiiant to. the conq^ption^ of reafon> becaufe 
they are both eqaally, the gifts of God 

. > Thus, Coiiftantia, by the informatioh of the 
reveoded word, and by the ufe of that reafon 
whidi God has given us that we miy be able to 
undcrftand his will, we learn the nature of fuch 
difpenfations as his wisdom hath thought proper 
to communicate |x) us. 

I have extended my obfervations on this fubjefl 
further than you defired, or might cxpeft, be- 
caufe the doGrine of grace is an important fub- 
jeft, and the right underftanding of it may not 
only prcferve us from many abfurdities and ia» 
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.4cc?ndc9 mjrcUgi^;^^^,^ but rfeom jmany 4a«- 
jgstovis cnrqw^i^ iQpra£Hcc.?^:l]^ef.rW^e^ 
ppce the liear^tgi;ire$itfelf ^p ^^lind fa^tic^^ 
,^e cannot :^U tP|what; ^t^pt^ it may be fedacedi 
or where f^iejii^u^iqes of iiiureftrav^d, and ( whs^ 
suriH aknoft alw^ be the cooL((^^eiice) off ini(- 
^eded p^fl^f^ jnay lead us.-TT-Wiicn tl^e imar 
{Uiatiot^ t^ifffp^^jOYex reaXon/ ^ economy o^ 
j^he mio^^id^fti'pyedj ai^ jcppfefipn, \^i.di inr 
j&nit J ij!^ ^.??§rji^PK<>»*^j Wi* ^ftirps the 

May eyeryinfnifterufgfpiirit of heaven guard the 
peace of jay^Conftantia I Mayhet piety be iihi- 
formly ^i^-t^ar a?:>d calm ! May the inccnfeof 
her devpi^QH rife from the altar of teafon,^ thevo- 
JuntaryfecrjftQjppf gratUude ! May fhe^evjer know 
^hom flie y^Qxfblph W^ remember that an intdp- 
le^iual Bei^X^qUiretb ap inteUe<^ual adoration f 
In every aft of worfhip, aod in^cvjsry point of 
duty, majr ^flic be conftantlj^ fupported and dU 
refted by the pure and peaceable Spirit of truth 1 
By that Spirit may flip be enlightened to difcefO 
thofe finei: relations that exjft between the Crea* 
tor and the creature, yndifti^i^ujjpied by tbe^yc 



umajn intdligence^ andleanji from thenqe^xiojt 
'.what is d,ue> but what js a]^c0pta]ble 4x) Qo4. 
ter evi^ry [ci^cjomft^u^ n^ay^ (he Ife jiftppy j^ 
, jQf fiopSpqtfidin refignj^tvin, aa4 vrh^en ^ 
% thread pf life |is fpun^ whep^ fl^e cntieT^ VS^ 
\r^Qr)fm^^ pf iii^mprtalitya .piay ih<e rfjCje^Fp 
f^lnefei;^ Aofe Weffing^ ^hieb iciflTOfec befl^c?- 
nce has in referve for thofe that honour }49?»^ 
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GONSTAOTIA TO THEODOSroS. 

)W beautiful does the religion of Chriftiani 
ear, when beheld with the eye of reafon • How 
able the benevolent author of it ! Surely, my 
jred friend, there is a fecret delight in the in*, 
igattan of divine truths^ and the difcovery of 
n affords the greateft/of pleafures* Your 
I obliging letter on the fubjeft of grace gave 
, I prefumc, no lefs fatisfaftion in the writing,. 
1 k af&)rde4. me in the j^erufal \ and I think t 
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tSfa flifccrii in^tKe-inorc animated paffages • of 
-that l6tter, diofe plcafing fcnfations you felt 
"when the light of religious truth fhdhe tlie cle!ar- 
«ffi to your icyc. If I am not miffiaken in. this, 
'ted if your plerftiri^in writing that letter, were 
'equal to that which I found in reading it, you 
iilve had abetter reward than my poor<dianks can 
give you. 

*•' You have juftified the fcheme of Providence, 
in the difpenfation of^ace, againft every objec- 
tion that has been or can be brought againft it. 
You have placed in a clear light the benevolent 
purpofes of the Father of mercies in that difpen- 
fation, who has made man dependent on him for 
the affiftance of Us divine Spirit, only becaufe he 

• 

]bas i^ ddight to give^it,^ axid beqaufeit muft be 
the happinefs and comfort of his creatures to re- 
ceive it. It plainly appears from your account 
pf it, that the econpcny of grace interferes not 

* fFhen the Unguage of these Litters approaches 
nearer to the oratorial than to the epistolary style, it 
must be observed that the dignity ofthesubje& requires 
it : — The style must always take its tone from the sism^ 
timent, and, whatever the mode of writing may bc^ 
flight io be comonatU to it. 



gpj^iiefji nij^fl;. be r founded, mii^ wMtout vl^ck , 
we cojuldj^l^h^ bj5 cdfi^h.^ybtMmXiNl^sl 
neither, jeiv^t|€;4;to tewards,: f^r jj^blf tp pumih^ 
i|ient« It appe^r$;th:^t the n)jDi>dagency^p£ni!^, 
m^j be j^^jcifediin the appilQ^tbP of the divine i 
grace, ;ai¥ilih^:bf^ i^ at lib«t|ty i^ithcr to. appffi^Ci 

OE .to. ""rqed:itff ',.-'• .. i ..> :.'.:i:;i;./7 ...», .^ •, ^ .'.,."i 

WiA i^]^a't6*the deg^fe'itl^Kich it% difr 
pcnfe<i, you tiiv^'tib '*$*?; -rigbtly ob&rlrei^ 
Aat a^ God'^n riot do wb^fe teudti^cef&i^jifn^i 
ihore thatt- i' fiiffifct^cy of Ut' iiuill be gifanted tOJ 
duir prayiere : iknd^^totJid'tttdSfe of it$ opei^> 
laeii,' it i^'AWfeiy cbtififteiit/twh^^^^ thatJ 

give us fCafbii 'fot oul: dir^^tion, to rendev by^ 
hid grace the dbona of ithfttr^foti ed«6iiral^diit 
riibje£ti%th^'«^affion0y' and <teductng theni^tOi 
the obedience? of^hf^ holy tew^^ By a rational^ 
worfliip, you have obferved in a former Ifettety 
tba.t G^dia-ri^^Jljpnpuredjf; i^hcn, 'fv^iji ^4»c 
an4 dlfpai^n^e conlrderati9%'K)f >^is be^ievolf^t.: 
\)iro^ks, vrei»n5ie,.from aprwciple of grajt;itudejr> 
tapflfiqr hizn areafonab}e {a<:rii^Qe, This fawftop, , 
"5irpui4 -indj?^ h^^^9 ioqgcx i;eaf^able, werp w^ 



eat TimowsitT^) >Ai90 ceHiTximi. 

irrefiA&bff itiipiiH^ditD 'ofier it, bjf ^e ififluencey 
dt k^ tapeAc9 agkney^ We ii(»AS^n be die 

aidaldJA6t be d^s ' WbvAiippi^i^ f ^ab^^'#i& M^hat 
deHj^l^btfd:di6^^«»ri^^ WiilHdm 1<]^ upon buf 

ftoM ¥)i^&int4s^ diC^li^d ^f d[ikff but wa^ tiie 
inevitable confequence of his own agency ? Witb 
^Wh^ ^r^priety ccmW^ lay* «f Wdl done thou 
g^N^ faith(^l-f9?y!^t,'' whfci h^ himfelf had 
hf»n, Ae agenty.. ^djth^ fervanfe nprnipre tjian a 
xnadhine in his bwidsi? \ Toj fuppofe thefli that the 
dmnftgi^ce- is abc irr^^ible prinpiple,; muft be 
to charge God foofiftly:; aUd wfeateve^^ reverence 
Ivhave heretofore . p^id : to tkot^ mifdeeming en* 
thii^aftlwho hold this do£krine> l.natffl: now re- 
tra£b it^ and ihal}, ffor ^e future^ [jrather pity 
them.ra^ eiiftakec^^ than refpe£);. them as in- 

> Bt^ 1 vi^ill' o^' tb youi n^ paternal friend, 

thatllhould not ft eafily have become the dif- 

dple ^ reafon, :had-^ou'^madc that faculty i' 

(Bdatbr on its own authority ;^bUt when yoit 

tmJjr ^makc it iiiftrmhchtal in the appKcation-rf 
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truths revealed^ jas^I\at isi undoubtedly, the pur- ' 
pofe for which it was given us,icanfnot but agree 
with jrou in every ct)nclu(ion you have made. 

How fh^U I thank you for the repeated inftan- 
cespf your care and Tcindnefs, for thofe ardent 
wiflies that glow'ih the laft page of your letter-^ 
thofe prayers for your Conftanlia'^ happinefs and 
fafety ? O may they be heard at the throne of 
everlafting niercy ! and rife not unaccompanied 
with thofe daily offerings which fhc delights in 
making for the prcfervation of hei friend. 

Adieu ! 

constantia. • 
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THftOPpsIUS TO CONSTANTIA. 

As' you were not difpkafedwitfr my- account of 
the difpenfatioh of grace, I will now give you 
txiy thoughts on a' duty, to the due difchai^oi of 
which that difpenfation is promifed. I have ob- 
rcrved before, that, were the grace of God an un^ 
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would be ¥aj^ ]^a4 t^e A^ipi,\^tf Farqvidpnce 
formed a»ii^v€TfiMe(kCTee;i^itb, r^^etp ouc 
falyation, pr were he totally uiuuil^ei^ed by 
apy thing that nfeflioiilddo iiiOTder to obtain 
the aid ofhi^ fiicred Spint* our a£l& of devotion 
would be a9 2i\>iy;c4. i^ ^y&cy other- zGt of dijity 
would be fup^r4uoiis% Tet ^lere are nu^nyj^ Con- 
ftantia> who I^p^ this dp£tripe \ becaufe the 
Cl^rlflian coycnan^ i^ cajled tbecoyenant of grace^ 

they annihilate the np^npsd agCTCY^f ™?^P^»a"*i 'C" 
prefent him as entirely paifive in the accomplifii- 
ment of hia falvatioh. I have fufficiently expofed 
the errors of tilts unfciiptural do&rine, and {hall 
therefore proceed to coofider prayer as one of the 
means of grace. 

Our Saviour himfelf, who << died for oar fins^ 
and rofe again for our juffification, '* (that is for 
our deliverance frbmcteAal death i lor the word 
juftificatioQ, ifttfei feared wridfi£^ g»crally fif- 
nifies deU^cnac^ 9n4 in that fenfe I undcrftaQ^ 
it ia ^tda piSkg^)'Mw S^vi^t^ bipiCflf,. 1 fay> 
whofe merits .l^rithitbc y^^jKPf ware t^^ F*?^?^? 
means, of pt6curii3igu$ this grace, exprefsly con- 
vfnceth us that it is to\>e oWmt4b^ ^jraycr. For 



in tire foft place, ifcis was the toetihod by which 
lie pfopdfed to otftain it fortis-^— '^^ 1 wiMptay to 
•««the Yathier, (fayrhe) and he will fend you ano- 
■•« thcr Comforter, who ifhall " abide with yon al- 
•*« ways 5^* and in the next place, he affnres his dif- 
ciples that his heavenly I!a?ther wifl give his holy 
Spf rit to diem thaJt alk it. The paiage Is exprefigi 
to;tiie pnirpofe. ^<I fay unto you^ A& and it fiiall 
^ he given you, feek and ye ftall £ndj knock 
^ knd it ibail he ^ened unto you. ^or evety 
*^ one diat aikelh receivetb, and he^that feeketh 
^ £ndetfa, and ta ham ^h»t knockcdi it ifhall be 
*« opened^ tVTiich 0{ you, being a Father, If 
^* his f<»i Ifaall a& bread, iwill give him a %one ? 
<< Or if a fij(b, wiH he fora£fii ff.ve him a fer*- 
^^pent? Nay, auliflietlfaould a&anegg, will 
^< he give him a fcorj^on? if yj^ then, being 
^* evil, know how to give good gifts to your chil^ 
''^dren, how mudi rather Ibaii your {Father, who 
'^ is in heaven, ^give the holy iSpirlt fto them that 
"** 3& him ,?*' The pains that the divine rea^oner 
hath taken to donvince his difciples^i^on this 
point of faithy are very remarkable. He firft 
-commands, ^or raflier exhorts them to offer their 
jprajers tolCod.i iheii^ £01 their eiu»\«ai|^^m^i5v\^ 
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he aiTures them that fuch prayers are heard and pr 
granted ; and afterwards, for their conviSion, 
he infers an undeniable conclufion from a parity 
ofreafon. Thus. there remains no doubt, thjit 
as the mediation of Chrift is the primary, fo prayer 
is the fecondary means of grace. 

In what words, then, and with what fpirit 
ihall we pray ii — <* wherewithal Ihall we Come 
«* before the Lord, and humbly ourfelves before 
<« the high God ?" Is not, it may be afked, that 
form of prayer which our Saviour taught, bis 
difciples, comprehenfive of all our wants, and 
fiifficient for the Chriftian church in all ages? 
Should thisquefUon be put, I would anfwerin 
the negative. The prayer which our Saviour 
taught his difciples was a temporary form. The 
redemption of mankind was not then accom- 
pliflied : The means of grace were not ^ffcdu- 
ated. The Saviour of the worid was not afocridcd 
into heaven, and till that nfcenfion, the Com- 
forter, theSpirit-of Truth, was not granted to j 
: the church. If I go not away, liiys he, the Com- 
forter will not come unto you ; but if I go away> 
1 will fend him unto you. It is iipt prohablC) 
^b^rcforc, that he fi\o>A^ V^10l\\»& &fc\^ks to 
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ly for that grace yhioh was^not. yet attainable, 
r communicated, except in an efpecial .man- 
•.. Some, cviuaing interpreters have, i»d€;cd, 
»pofed that the meaning of " thy kingdom 
ne, ** in the prayer abgve n^entjonqd,, i? meta- 
>rical, and that the influence of grace is thqre- 
fignifi^d.; but I would aflc theft men, ,whe- 
r it be probable that the wife author of o^^ 
ration fliould teach his difciples to exprefs fo 
portant a petition by a ftraihed metaphor ? 
dether he who taught them plainly to fay 
ive us this day our daily bread, " would not, 
it had then been, proper, have taught them as 
inly to fay, ** give us the grace of thy Holy 
rit, " or to have exprefled themfelves in 
le otlier form of words as clear, and as much 
he purpofe. Had the words, " thy kingdom 
ne," no fignificatioii that was literally obvi- 
;, they might as well have been wrefted to one 
fe as to another ; but the kingdom of God 
s an expreffion familiar to the cars of the dif- 
les, and to them it required no comment. 
ey knew that it meant the evangelical kingdom 
the Meffiah. In this fcnfe that petition fiill 
ains its original propriety , evS the M^ff\'3i\'^ 



^kingdom it hcrt ytt ^ctoplctc/ Ahbtlicr argu- 
ment 'that this f drto olFfataytr was tempbrary anii 
is no^ iftfufficient; litKik, ^tat tKc aijdftles madfe 

... ... r * 

'ufe oiF othet pr^yeiss:^*!^ prbve this it is trot 
ritccSktf to aidducc a finglc ihiftainte, bccaufe 
numbets otfer thettiifeWei. 

Neither is it necel&ry for me to inftruft you, 
Conftantia, in wjiat words you ihould pray for 
the amftance of the divine Spirit. Eloquence is 
in no wife effential tp prayer^ it miy Ve ncceffary 
ifor the perf;jaYion of men, but (joS .fetteth it at 
jiought. Let us not think that we Khali be heard 
the fooner ifor our much fpeaking,; nor yet for the 
elegance of our eipre£tion. If we pray by a fet 
form, let the language of it be artlefs and unaf- 
fe^ed, and in that refpeft refemble the finglenefs 
or fimplicity of heart, with which we fhoold offer 
it to the afPcnowing Wifdom. 1 would readily 
give you fuch a form, as I fpeak of, but the churcli 
allow'^th riot a private ecclefiaftic to compofe and 
communicate a form of prayer. For you, how- 
ever, whofe underftanding is clear, and whofc 
memory is retentive, who digeft your thoughts 
with propriety, and cxptcfexi^tm V\^k^•afe.^fe.^tcc 
any forin of priv ate devouotiVs utt^fex^* 



With leg^rd tof Ac fpitk ai^fankmiler wHowwilfci 
we ought to lapproabh. the ctcrnaiiBrbvidcDce^iviei 
cannot be too attentive to fi^jippartaiiit aJcmccinxM 
ftance* We^lhduldcbdeavoaria^mttGhiaspof&M; 
bte^ to be fdcene aind recoUi^dloL J^ore. we: 
addrcfs that Almighty Beings ^ire.'^uauldii^editailK 
2imi^n^m% ofl his!fi«))Iiipe.BCf^^pn^ jand/i^Qur 

iQdec4 I^^QT; ^ be. yritl^ut i^^.idc:^ of . the lat(u?^ 
bjl^ti th«; felfefh?|ut4i^aj?r]???'^^ % K^^&J?^'^"^r 

^ncc lA o^y xxuq4^ Qnr. bcavcnljr Father t^?.at- 
e0i u^ not ^$; .^ry^ntSy butasi fonsv^ur a,Q8 pf^ 
Gi^dijsncCi.t^fefpre, to hixnji ^Ibouldbc purel^j^ 
fUiaK ; Rq delights not in the proftration offer- 
vite f^;arj^ but i^ t;hc cheerful worfliip of rcyercn- 
tiaj g)ratitu^,l Let 113 not approach him with the 
Caries arud l^^c^ntations^ of Moloch's woi;{hippers, 
ijQr with the felfrcaftkatioiv of tb^ votaries of, 
Bgah I Y^t). on: this, as well as qn every other 
QQcafian, let us remember the vaft.diftance be-^ 
twreon fallcn-roau and hi& Creator. % let us cpnfi-. 
derthJitoiwfiQojl,; though feated .QA tKe throne 
of .eye>JajftiiJijFfiAewyi i? an oifea^cd.^€vxv^v^Wv^. 
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hWs'wchavctirtdceiiyiftAd to whofe: favour we 
hare. forfeited mir.nUural right.. Thefc refiec- 
ttomwillniakrmappnbachbiniwithtliathuinblc 
and depenyetmiprith. which nintl kecoMe a {mi 
and erring creature jib die prc&ncc-of its almight; 
andall-pctfc&^iHig^: ■. . ,"; 
^'Eej^'thc' iHrtill'(t«edfR;f him bt the- pure and 
UhiSff&fflHeiiaWofliiloftheherfrt. Let us avoid 
tfii:''fharilaicaToTtetitati6n6fl6«g^fa:yftr8. Our 
jtibrafand leligicois^iii weU as ottr natural uhints, 
itiay bfe cx^rdflcdiri few words, "^'d-Giad is not 
flow'li) hear. ' Onc^enitcntial figh, one hnmblc 
acTtnoWtedgeiifcnti'-wiil find its way^ to hflayen: 
Ohe earneft pttltioitfbr the divine afliltance, one- 
(mcereexpreffion'of gratitude, ■WTlll>ca8cffcaual 
aVii thoufand fepetTtions. 'Difftife'aTid^cclama- 
tory prayer is a matk' of fatiaticrfmV'the boW airf 
eicravagaht tftulifin of holy impudehce. ^ShaA 
^e think that the DiTine "WHrdotn is "to be courted 
by miich ipcaiiihg? Is it nctefljlry that liie finccre 
of heart fiiouhWveary Heaven with long impor- 
tunity ? Would riot this be to fuppbfe thar God 
is hard to be intreated; or thathiseavisobftnifl- 
ei), and Cannot hear ? How brief i» tfcat tempo-; 
nty form of ffiyeT"wVi\c\io\s.i^'j«TO'».t taughthia 
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:iples ! Does l£at form cmitaut troc fuperfla<*> 
word. Of one^merecolls^calorimimportant 
UglM: ! ^^^^ti)ttC4fi«^gbatidn ibdtt in vain 
:ription8, or axe the pafGons roufed to eager 
>recation^ As if the diviiff ^uthor of it had 
:(e^n the ^cprpUjKity of thofe ranting prayers 
ich fhou^ I^g tt^ in future ages of the church, 
las in the i^i^ye^mentioned form been remark* 
I concifi^. , J^herp is not, perhaps, in any 
;uage, a]|^ i^^aeif^ of compo(ition where fo 
ch is exprqQi^ in fo* few words. 

t muft be owned, however, that to cxprefs 
thoughts with brevity and precifion, muft 
he efie^ of literary (kill with us, as it was 
iivine khowledge with the author of the dif- 
les* prayer. • But from the brevity of that 
jrer we may learn, what may be of more ge- 
}I ufe, to addrefs nothing to God that is unne-p 
ary. If we look into many of our modem 
ns of prayer, particularly fuch as have been 
ipofed by Ghriftians for their private ufe, an4 
rwards J^iorted for the fervice of the public, 
{hall find that this prccq)t has been very much 
leded. : Witli ^ profufion of fclf-abafmgev 

A a 
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pr^ffions> pirtly taken froin tike £K:i'ed writings^ 
iuQ^ partly die €(^uiage of dieir q»^o tsaaginatioosi 
ihfame fuch ftfcath fts^tbe folkklirii^ thfy g^ers^ 
fet forwatcL; J r . j:k j /- 

" H^ar ttie,' mdflr gracious^ ^nd moft merciful 
" Lord God, hedt m^. T^tHfcr'^ fceavenand 
«« earth, liglit and darktiefsf, ^^faiid Wght, great 
« Creator of kll thingls, hear thtd%eaneft of thy 
^^ treatures,' Lord, I am a Sit^fm, attd nb iftan. 
*< I irti Ivdtfe thah the vadR of^ % crcattffcs. 
*« I am nothing but teouM^ "aW bniifes) afl<! 
«^f putrifying foriM: From^tixecxowaof my head 
^< to the fole of iny foot, theite is no vrtiole part 
** in me. i ha^e been Vickcd, Lord, very wicfc- 
" ed, O the blacknefsbf my fins 1 thiey cJry out 
« for vengeance againft me, &c.".*: . 

Such IS the hatutt trf thofe ranting, improper 
and incoherent prayers which are daily oflFercd 
ujp in the clofets of many pious Ghriftians^ A& 
if tiiey wouM tetkea merit of their fetf-abafetticnt 
they afc loud in complaihiftg of theh^felVes ^ ihie 
worft of creiitures. This is a budefquc upoH 
Chriftian humilfty. I have know'n a pious ladfi 
\ehofe iife was oiic <;ontinued iccne of 4x»oi\(^ L^. 



fsred up hi»]H^d^5f « tk^ ladier of ti^di and 
tirifdom. Clir AfrfiM^sTtippnibalioii ofthfe PqIk 
ficaii^s pn^JFet' ait'cfv^ no argun^nt iii faronr of 
thefe« The Publican was fttppoftdjto.be really il 
finhevy not itf^tbeordkiaryy biifein :tl«&jeattraor&- 
naryienfe of tbewQtd ; fftitf^en hq makes nb 
parade-of hiimUiadoii. i Hepldiouf^ a Foblictatt 
doies> n)o« cfldl hbiiifdlf^ the worft of min^ but faxdk 
^liply, ^<Go#benicrdfialtdmea:fin]ier/' Tins 
iraf ii]J thathefatid^ and aH^at W2is ^tccSfiaj 
fot himtofkf* w: u 

Thcfe ovtr-abrfitig form$^ of ptiffer ^ate^-^not 
only impropeT'for the Chriftian' wh6 Icadst a! re- 
gular life, bttt-mtiA HkcMufe be repugnant to his 
ibttki&aoff) and: obnoxious t«l&av€iirfenty« It is 
^poffiUBthai^ whBeheis' fenfflile of his good 
^fpafy&otti atid endeavours to. Uv^ according to 
the divine lawf, he flionld belieVd Umielf to be 
:die iMeksd wretdi tha^ his prayei^syopMlknthhii. 

I iiuvc yet one objeflSmt more to tlfefe humilia- 
ting^rants, 'thefe effliffons^bPfani^BRnf. They 
are not only improper for the good mani' butun- 
aieceflary for the finner— at Ic^ft onth^'-^ttaC 
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iiod they are unneceflary : iFgEt^ oH&fid can it be 
fuppofed) that he is ignonm^of >aii^ ^iftduAy and 
muft ieam it fcctoarrjiiUllkU^i^ of /elfrabafing 
Vords ? Or (hall we think that he delights in the 
frequent mention of that wickedhef8> the pr^dice 
of whicho&ndcdjiii^ ? Or may •>»» helieve that 
he will be pi£vailfl|} vpon by the loiidnefs qf tau* 
tological exclamatiqn'?. If thefe things are not to 
j^ ftippofed, we ihsdl cOndud^! thait the((^ ha- 
rangues of fel£-abafement ai e unnecefiary widi 
Tcfpedl to God, dnd. that it will be more prefer) 
as well as more modeft, for the (imier to.u£e the 
i)rie^cka^iedgement of the Publ^^^n«u .■■ - 

Long and lOud confeflions of fin before God, 
<are always a mark. of a weak.undcrilandingi 
fiay, I hatfPkiicHrh;T«me ecclefiaftictfo exttieiBely 
injudicious: as'to recommend this jpra^Hco.in prb- 
vate devotion^ and fo weak as to advi(e us> in our 
addreffes !^ God, to .mention particularly the 
Several "flipBr/wc have been guilty of. IjI not this to 
fuppofet)i^^5^<^ ^.<cve^jl^ch,'aone ^s ourfelves? 
Or is it nflgljhconcoiyeyet more meanly of^him ? 
"WJhejni a.4jjprfQ;\ is>difpofed to alk forgivenefs of 
;tjif)i^ wj^omjiie has ofFended, ^nd to acknowledge 
iifs faults, would a g&Tve-xo\\^xcv\\A\i^^^v;^^4 
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Vrith the recapitulation of tHem E Would iVnot 
rather be painful to a generovts^mind ? And ihall 
vre dare to think that man is pqflefled of greater 
generofityi or m0re enlarged c(mceptions> than 
that infinite 3eiilg from whom he derive both? 
Why then, ye felf-abafing jBnii<f8| will ye weary 
God with your miftaken prayers ? /Why wiU ye 
offer to the diviiie ear what itdeligbteth not to 
hear ? Can ^enbt be humbler without impottun-* 
ing heainen liriith your o/S?x of humility ? Is. not 
this a fpeciesiofeye-^ferviceP 

Let us confiderthe parable 6f the prodigal fon, 
which may in fomfe meafure be looked upon as a 
form of repentance. He had meditated, we are 
told, a flibrt fpecch of acknowledgement, "Fa- 
*« ther, I ha^e finned againft heaven, and in thy 
« (ight, and no l6nger am worthy to he called 
*^thy fdtl;. make me as one of thy hired fer- 
*« vantSt" This confeffion he meditated^ and 
ih^wa^ as brief, for the circumftances, a^ the 
prayer of the Publican. But what do we.&id in 
the fequ^l of the ftory ? We find that this ihort 
fpeech was rendered ftill fliortcr, by the omiffipn 
of the laft claufe. The penitent fon, after he had 
met with fuch a gracious reception iiom\v\% ^^.^ 
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thery ptdbably ccaioliidcd that fuch a hamaiating 
OTO^ilre- M^btild^'giveliim pak^^r if be were 
aboutfto^m^lce iib^^t^ fkher iiiterniptedl him, by 
^allingtx) his ftt^^smis^TLUdotdGi^^ the beft robes. 
0&fetfv€| my^ Coitftantia, the fkill o£thefacred 
HaraboM'^ in this placei. << And thefon faid unto 
'^hiiny Father, I have finned agakrft; heaven, and 
^> m thy fight, and no loAger ain wurthy to be 
«' called iby; ibti^^^Bat the £alher-fafd unto his 
1^ jfewant^j BriwgL forth.^ pt4iiieiKA>ej and put it 
"< upon him." Is nbt the oniiflksi: of the laft 
iQlaiife in the pr^nieditated -igeei^b^, a^er Aiph a 
reqeption, reniarkably beautiful ^ When this i» 
cpnTidered, dpesr it appear in th^ l^ft. probabte 
Aatd^e father fliQ^ld either .^xped, aq take dc» 
}\^t in a detail of hi^ fon's foUfes^and yices ? 

i As? «« aft of tepen tanocy with' refpcd to God*, 
ftich a4eiail cannot be neceflapry : For what is rci 
^enta^e^ but a r^lifiquiihment of finsi from a 
cont^dion that they ii^« offSinded the Jud]gt df 
fhe worid? i 

rhave faid more on this circumftancc than I at 
firft intended, and pollibly more than you majr 
think the fubjeft required j But let it be remem- 
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beredi that iidtlufig is luiitn^rt^m that tdanes 
to the worihip ^ God, t,M tfiat he who coii^ 
^btttes any jWif ^^r^lfy t^b^t.w^rfli^p, Jp^rs 
xm idly in diCf feryi<?R of /rejjgjpn^ 

For thfU^sii^, you triH favbar ine with yinik' 
attention, while I point out fome other evt^oip 
tiifat I hijvp^ ^JfejcTpd in fip^r^^f.^f 4evotiGfcr. — 
Amoi^ thrf^ ftK-e ipipettiiMSfi^ ^ea^r^ffiq^, fuch af 
have no iim«&e4ilite relation '^d^ to the genq^aji 
orparticvlairpurpdf^sof pr^y.^^;^ fuch as are ln«> 
troduced merely for parade, ^of^uch as have »> 
t>ther endthan tb fill the harmony pf a period, or 
to form, the fidie^f an ^t^ithefis. Of thefe I 
could ^tod)uce?i9iiny inftance$, from'alfnaft every 
form of prayer, whiter publico private, from 
profkiie expadatioBs oil the paft iaf^l prefent worJc^ 
of God, and from fuperfluous details of our con« 
du£t towards him ; when with careful minute- 
nefc we inform him of circumftances which he 
knows better than ourfelves, 

q: Neither ean I af prove of thoCe -devout rha|)fo- 
dies, thofe fpprting^ of zeal, ^at holy dalliance 
with Cod, which fwell the morning and evening 
devotions of many pious Chriftians. Thefe de- 
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fultory effufiaaa are it)con(i{lent with that rc▼^ 
rence which is due to an. Almighty Being. 

In ftiort : Let tts, when wt pray, be modeft, 
humble, calm, aadrecoUededv and let pur 
forms of prayer be/chaftC) fubdued, concife and 
pertinent, ,;/ . , 

When we appixjach the Almighty, l^t us not I 
borrow our ide^s of him from human chara£ter- 
iftics: Letusremethber, <' that hi& ways are not 
^^^as our way$,ln^ther are his thoughts as our 
^ thoughts ; — that as much as heavea is higher 
•* than the earth, fo much are his ways higher 
'^'than our ways, and his thX)ught& than our 
« thoughts." This refleftion will at all times 
teach us a becoming reverence for our glorioas 
Creator ; and particularly, in our addrefles to him, 
ittiwill fuggeft to us the impropriety of vain and 
impertinent declamation, of the oftentatious ef- 
fufions of holy impudence, and the importunate 
familiarities of forward zeaK i^ 

Adieu ! my Conftantia. May you offer up 
your prayers in an acc^ptabliJ^iiAc* 

•'^^ FilANCWi ] 
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JITTER X.^ ■ 

■ ' I > ' f , I 

YoTTR letters Aifpleztt mc, my p^emal friend^ 

they make me drfjpleaied with myfelf. Every 

jige is a miftw thatTcfle£ts (bine circamftanci 

tJf folly or igndratice in my paft conduft. Whefi 

I comparre itiy opinions and my pra^iice with 

thofc "which you rccommeikf,' I am mortified 

with^ beholding'fome effentlai fifRrencc— but go 

on, dear, ctiiel inftruftor, go on to humble dii 

^ttd heart of yotr Cbnffantla^tnale hcrfce lA 

yet many rtiore itlftances what ^ tireakj ignorant, 

ftort-fighted creature (he is. t ^ » 

IJut, indeed; you ought to cdrii^Utr that ranity, 

vhieh in former days you contributed to ihrengtW 

en; when, too' prodigal of compflment, yod 

<»^d orer-nute the talentsr of yomr Confi ahtla ; 

and, itt tliehmnHilycf tender afib£Soii> Wfould 

psofefs ^cmrfilf her pupil f Bcf patk&t^ aod 'm^ 

^Ige flDb«!>— Tmu make me faifiUe of my wemb^ 

^is; I am yet a woman and mnAoompiaib} f 
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will have my revenge, and convince you of your 
errors. Do I not owe muck of my pride and 
vanity to you ? Did you not in the days of flat- 
tering love cherifh ani fupport thofe unfervice- 
able foibles? Having no other ambiision than to 
pleafe^he9do(lu$,if he appeared fati^^d with my 
;^qcompliihfnp^ts^ I thought them fu^icient: If he 
jx^'aifed my talents, I believ5;4r th,em tp be great ^ 
^^ was indii^eiit, al?out nw ^^cq,ui(itions -of 
knowledg^.. ^TJ^US) niy friend*^ Ibripg a heavy 
charge agajjpil jo«, and imjoit^, to you, in foxoi^ 
^e^fui^e, my^^We; and igt^^nce^ Thus iti^, 

^t wh^e ypyi; lp^<?rs cpnviiw;!^^^^^ of the latt^, 
J gratify ^the .^rft by a flattering excufe. Poor 
Conitantia I how much of human weaknefs doft 
thou yet retain f ' . f 

To^ have |n^c.h to dp, my.yenerabje guide, 
jnuch to dpji before you fliall havp rendered y9i}f 
pupil as wife and as good as^p 9ught to be. . ,. . 

. "What thdansi this uneaihiefijthat hangs upon 
my hear^ ? . Stirely : yourrletlerji your Valuable, let* 
ter, x^ould not eaufc it. And id I :thmk« . liad 
left pleafiar(t from it than, fifom: any other that 
fou Aa ve writf ea to int. i IWasit b^caufc yduhavc 
not fo often' appealed ic^^mt \>^ ^^ ^\A^'w>5s5! 
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name of your Cotiftantia. ? To ypu, my; confeffor, 
my guide, and friend, I can open all my we^- 
nefs* What ^ihqans this uneafinefe .that hang* 
^p<m my hcarti 

CoNSTANXlAi 



as 



LETTER XI. 



THEODOSIUS TO CONSTANTIA. 

Amiable tenderncfs ! Dear Conftaritia ! fet 
jour heart at eafe. Exert your reafon ; tax your 
fortitude 5 call forth .the nobler faculties of your 
mind, ^nd charge them to afTert their empire 
xwer the wayward paflions. 

While we are in this ilate of being, we muft 
^encounter difficulties and ftruggle with uneafi- 
nefs. The heart will often be diflatisfied wc 
know not whj^and reafon will (land an idle fpec- 
tatoir, ^s if ui^confcious of its pow«r. In fuch 
<:afes it oyghtto be awakened from its .lethargya 
and reminded of the talk to whicli it is appointed. 
Itfhould be informed of the high office it bears 
in the economy of the foul, and be made ac- 
4juaintcd with tlie infidious vigilance of its 
enemies* 



fitit MTvSi we l^ui(h under tke iineafine& 
"of ^fcontent, lire tannbt take a mere eflEb£hiai 
hiethod to tecevef <>ur peaice, than to confider 
the infignificancy of every paffidii that center^ 
anil purfuit diat terminates here. Suppofe our 
earthly aims were dire^d to their ohjeGt by the 
favouring gale of fortune \ fuppofe our purfuits 
fhould be crowned with all the fuccefs that flat- 
tening hope afligns them, yet— rvain, changeablci 
and impotent as we are, the fuccefs would not 
be worth a moment'^triumph. While the hea^ 
turns upon an earthly axis,, like the perifhablc 
ball that it loves, it will be varioufly afFeded by 
outward influences. Sometimes it will bear the 
Tfruits of gkdnefs, and fometimes be the barren 
defert of melancholy; onfe while it will be €»• 
'liiliratcd by the funfliine x>{ pteafurej and ^aili 
k Vifl' languifli ih the gloom of difcontent. I%e 
caufe of this is, not only that the human heatt 
*}s in itfelf changeable and tmrcitain, deriving its 
jfenifations from coYiftritutional Influences^ but 
that the objefts, if they ate cartWy objeds, on 
which it depends for liaj)pi)tie£5, are liable lo 
vHmtion and decay. 
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flence arifes die fuperidriiy of rrii^otts ww^ 

When oui^ hopeetyf happti^efe are fixed on ant 

ceTtaiti event ; one ^ivent which, chou^ remote^ 

cannot be atosred'by mortal ^coudngeneiesy die 

heart has an inttokble foundation wheveon it 

may reft* Wilhd^t thU reft ing pkoe, we ftiomU 

be tofied to and £it> with every wind of fortim6| 

the^^ortof c^anop, and the dupesof expe^btion. 

To this inMooveablie anehor of the fiml religioa 

dtre£ls as in the hopes of immortaiity. We 

iaiow from the unerring word of dfvine revehk 

tion that we ftiall eicift in another ftate of bexng, 

after the diflblu^on of this $ and we are cpnErmjed 

by everjr benevolent puipofeoC Providence xnthie 

belief that oHrfutttt'e'exiftenceihidt be in&iiMy 

-happy. IntMs'glorioiis hK)pe the intereftsof a 

:tcmp0rary life.aDe fwaUow^ed up apd ioft* This 

hofc, hke tbe.feqpent of Aaron, devours tl|e 

i&Dck phantoms wlmh are ci^^ated by the magic 

af this world, and dt on^e :ihews the vanity /^f 

tveljieardily fMftrfitit. 

Compared Mrkh thisprofpe^lt, my Gpnfitatttiii, 
Itbw poon, how barren would every &ene iof 
moital happbefs appear 1 How deipkabk at t&e 
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bcft-^y€t how liable to be deftrojfed by every 
ftorm of adVerfity ! For, are^W^ not expofed to 
a thoufand accid^tis, the moft trifling of which 
may be fufficient to! break a fcb^ine of felicity? 
Let us confider thofe conditions that are almoit 
uniyerfally defired, the dignity of the great, and 
the affluence of the rich. Are thefe above de 
reach of misfortune? Are they exeimpt from the 
importunities of care? Greatnefs is but the pb- 
je& of impertinence and envy, and riches create 
•more wants than they are able to gtatify. Should 
then our wifhes lead to thefe, we ihould una- 
voidably bediiappointed. The ^cquifition might 
f^ a while footh pur vanity, but w^ (hould foon 
Cgh for the eafe of obfcurity^ and envy the con- 
.tent of thofe whom pride would call our vaiTals. 

' r « 

If wealth or grandeur then cannot afford us 
'happinefs, where (hall ^e feek it? Is it to be 

'found in the cell of the hermit i or does it watch 
-by. the taper of folitary learning ?; Loves it the 

Ibciety of laughing mirth ? or 4ioes it afie£l the 
. penfive pteafures pf meditati0n ?. Is it only ge- 
nuine in the cordiality pf friendihip^ or in the 
. lafting tenderi^efs of married love ? Alas I mjr 
Conilantia, this tt^m oi ^kwMXvics will not K 

\ 
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do. : Shouldiweifly^ftomcthritTQuW^ of fociety 
^o fome loikljpJiievmitage, \re;.fl>ouW fopn figh 
for the amufomcbto of tbe^ wfy^y^e h^d. qjuax^. 
Tdled with* ^Tfaeftrongeftmi^cyc^uld not long 
ioppoTt the bfurthen of tthcomslimk^ted thougI\tt 
and the firmeftii^art would l»lkgi:\iil;i in the ftagr 
nation of mdipicholy. ,; ^ , j: 

' AlkHhef^Ktary fcholar/'if evctr^ inhis ieam-il 
cd refearchiisj- he beheld the retreat of happif^ 
iiefs — AnVtifeiifeiW^is all that he twit pretend toi 
^AmufdhehtP in queft of^^^ich die adive 
powers of the mind are frequehtlyt worn out, the 
nndcrftandirtg enervated fey the jifliduity of atten-^ 
fidn, and the memory orethurth^tted with iiri- 
cflential ideas. '' 

' Yet, pofliwy, happinefe • tniiy mingle with 
fociefy, and fwdr the acclamations of feftive 
mirth. No— tli6 joy that dwells there cannot 
be called happ5n6ft ; for the poife of mirth will 
ranifh with the echo of the evening, and even 
in laughtefr the heart is fad. If We are able to 
diftinguifh the degance of cottYerfation, wefhall 
often 1)edifgurted with theairi3D^nce of pride, or 
the imperrtnencc of folly; slitd if not, we may 
be amufed indeed with the nciifej\>\xX. c^xw ti&^vsc 
td{le thepleafures of fociety. 
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A^Ktfdemiibfi ba^ we to hope £or laftii^ 
Ba^pbiefii fMitt th«r engsigexnatar ctf frieiMlfliipy 
or of lovt. Tbbf raadidoit ef fanman fife is at 
httt (& ttneefeaiMi diat h? is even, dangeioita tor 
fcftnt any coim^S^x^M th«t arr dean. The tcan 
dehieft ef iovcf^ Itff Conftanda^ openv the lieairt 
to many fufFerings, and to olaity .painful spptt^ 
knfi^ns fot ^bo^ldi andfe^^ its o^cd, 
and nalan^ uneafy^fM&lioos^lJbf ffom Tcal an4 
idttaginary C2i«ffl8t :ft was ft9#<4^M^coim^oa 
itdldyM» iti tJM^l^Ktef >?^l^T^fi I $^ difcovered 
myf^^f to y(Ku, <<^$k| ^ Ic^vi^r:^^ ha^ had icxs 
If one anetb^r "wUlmake uf^fi^ote. happy in U^ 
^f dibp^in^RM^it^ ti^mitmu,^ havf ]i^ 

«« fucccfs.'' . • 

For wa^ Qf a b«tt^t remedy ta thefe eviU, the 
m\^i0iai of aiident pbUpfaphy teaqhcth us to bid 
ji brare defidn^^^ to 4ie aflai^lts of ple^fiire and of 
^ain. Thia pff^cept M: ^?gps u^ uanemittiag 
avAetity ; withcHit lAia^ing ^ ^lowaaqe for 
particular tem^s ^ cifcumifancea^ without 
ikifttuSking lU ho^ ti> bebaye t^ the f^^itadooi 
vi piy. er pleaftm y ho^ to defend the b^art from 
the iji«oa4a of ixtowi ^^ t^ &^4 ^gwii tbf 
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But the religion of a Chriftlan affords a nobler 

and a fafer refuge. With the exalted hopes that 

this prefents to us, the fufferings of the prefent 

time are not worthy to be compared. In thofe 

glorious hopes let us bury every anxious thought, 

the uneafihefs of difcontent, and tht'folitude of 

care. Let us not (Ink under our light ^fHi6iions, 

which are but tok a moment. A very few year^ 

perhaps a few months or days, tnay bring us into 

that Hate of bfeifig where care and mifery .perplex 

no more. Though we have now our bed in 

darknefs, and our piilow on the thorn, yet the 

time draweth nigh when we (hall tafte of life 

without anguifh, and enjoy the light without 

bitterncfs of foul. *< The night is far fpent, (my 

Cbnftantia) the day is at hand $ let us therefore 

gird up the loins 6f our mind, and be fober"— 

no longer diffipated, or difturbed with the trou*- 

bles of this world. We ^re hourly hefting to that 

fcer>e, of cxiftcaccy ^ where the; wicked ceafe 

frjom troublipgi^and where the weary are at refl;;? 

where hope fliall no more be cut off by disappoint* 

ment, and where the diftreffes o£ time are forgot 

in the joys of cterpity. 

Francis. 



c c 



i6 *ih^i»i>e jitf^ mt^ tm^mtiiu 



LETTER XH. 



CONSTANTIA TO THEODOSIUS. 

Is it Aus diat ypu hope to refonn your Cc 
ftantta ? Do you think that you fliall be able 
cffeft this by letting her foibles paft uncenfun 
and conveying inftru£lion to her , in gene 
terms ? Alas ! bow little dp you know ef 1 
petulant and capricious heart 1 l^.mufl be c( 
refted with fcyerity, and quieted by oyer beari 
reproof' 

At prefenti indeed) it h' fuSrciemly deptc 
YoUr obfenrattohs bA the. foHy ^nd Ytaity ef t 
peiSdng happiifefs in tMs wdrld casiie to mt nt 
^iffiev whei^ jpainfAl experiei^ce C€FnvkK:ed jm^ 
-their tnbh. ... 

^ After 'rti^doHtis wa% 16ft to ttit, I ^ff^nmA 
i frifertdai?|f) Wah ah arrVialMc aftd ac«>oiflpB(h 
\a^y, tb Wiu^fh fny ttcTailtHo^ and my ttSlt 
ttmcs fet^d bftljr to chdeitf th^ th^ tnbf«; H 
good feiife knd iter cori^i)tffRbri f&e^i ^d fi 
ported me under all my fiM^rih^. She Ifeft r 
not to the a'ltacks oi foWux^ ^v\£c^ic\t.^ut^ but ai 



^lUHiflydureited my miad by tl^e cSojpi g£ tlcgznt 

humour, polifted^firnfis, and ingenious r)b£eiFya- 

^on. As if flie l^ftd prefierTfid the coiapaoy of 

ibrFOw to every focial amufeipent, even in that 

ieafon of lifjc when the heast of heab^ afid peace 

is alw^yjs gay, (he pe«rer f/^fook me during the 

iaft five omhappy y^rs. Sh^ obftrved mA. 

unweaped vigilance the hour, wh^ ^dancholy 

^ippxehen^an .vras increafed Xaihs acjutene&.of 

grief. She then followed me into whatevcT pri- 

;vacy I feug^Jt I cf Mped/ne ,^0 hex f ^itbfifl bo^om, 

,^4 if, up^er tb^ qigomq of ^rpr ^nd s.ng\xiO}, 

tears refjuf?:4j, their ^ftanc^ flfcic fp}}CitQ^, ^d 

joiftdir^cfi tbcigi by : tier >nolUfyipg tendepi^jljs. 

Wljen, at l^i^^ I deter^ii^ed tff ^^^p^ veil, ^i 

|i§4 <^htJaiped jmy F^tt^er's po^fenttp fprfake the 

. jjvjwrJid.fpr ,eve;r;>. ha: a^e^ftio^ followed ine in th^t 

final refolution. She waited only iFor an afLpTO^CjJj^- 

iag oppoztuxuty to fettle her worldly affairs, after 

which flie intended to have made one of our fifter- 

hood, and to have paiTed the remaining part of 

her life with her Conftantia. 

Upon this event my heart repofed. I forefavf 
in this a fceneof happinefs that could not be equal- 
led upon eurthp and I flattered m\fc\£ t\\;3X\X.^QNJA. 
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be as lafting as my own life. How many p 
-ing hours have Iipafled,in meditating on th 
ture felicity .df our fxiendflnp 1 How oftei 
idle luxury of imagination, have I confiderec 
united prayers. afcending nlore acceptably ti 
throne of everlafting mercy ! What joy < 
promife myfclf^ what importance in the e; 
friendlhip, by copimunicating to my Sophi 
the inftruGions I had received from my Tht 

-flUS. •%- ■-' 1 ■: .' . . . 

' Oh my friend'!' my father! thcfe hope 

'overthrown. Do* I' Kve to ^cU you by 

' ■ '"> ■ , 

means' ? Sophia, my tender, my dear Soph 
• no mote. The uneafincfs I expfefled in m 
proceeded probably in fome meafure fron 
pte-fentiitietits of thi^ cruel event.' I am 
very mtfefablc,' and ih great need of your j 
'^al advice. ' ' " ' 

..:"■... . v ', , CONSTAN' 
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THEODOSIUS TO CONSTANTIil. 

As true fricndfhip is one of the greateft blct 
fines of human life* our forrow. for the Jofs of 
friends i$ more excufcable than mpft of ouf.com- 
plaints. But, though it may be more venial, it is 
not more reafonable .than any other mode of 
mifery that has its origin in difappoihtment. Did 
we think our friends immortal ?* Did we rio't 
know, while we held ' them to our hearts, that 
we were embracing the property of Death, who 
would fooner or later aflert his cla*im ? 

Our refignatioa to this^ as well as to all otiier 
evils, ought Xo be confirmed by»i;efleaing on thic 
univerfal agency of Providence. The author of 
the book pf Pfalm^ furniflics us with cxc^Jlpnt 
doctrine on this fubieft. We ha,Yq. fcarce any 
. where fuch ftrikin^ piiluxespf humaa mifery 
as in that book. The roy^l WFiter has defcribed 
in the ftrongeft colours the diftrefles and perplex- 
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ities tp H^hJcl]^ as i^-^i* we' are, f'<^WOt*, '^O^-'^'^ 






90 THEODOSItf^ AMD OOHrTANTIA* 

defcended to the private diflatisfaftions of the 
hearty and recounted many circumftances of ac- | 
cidental calamity. Hence it is that his writings 
are of general ufe» Of the diftrefles that arc in- 
cident tp our ^v^ tbpugti i\i^ pr-efped be 
gloomy, . it is ncceffary we fliould obferve it •, a» 
Tie who muft make his way through pitfalls and 
precipices would chufe a plan of the road he 
was to travel, rather than march blindly forward 
without knowledge and without caution. 

Put thefe are not all the inftruftions which 
the Pfalmift affords us. We ^re feldom pre- 
fented with an affliftmg p;-ofpedl of life without 
being dircfted to the means of comfort. Wc 
are told ^hat, however great jthe caufes of our 
affliftion may be, they are fubjedi to the wife 
direaions of a Being benevolent to man, and 
that, though ** heaVinefs may endure for a night, 
Joy cojftieth in the * mdming.*^ ' tPhe doftrine of 
an uriiverfal Providence, which is the only fource 
'<)f confolatibn undier every fpecie^ of mifery, is 
afferted through this whoiebook with the great- 
' eft confidence of ceftaihty. " 

** Who is lik^ unto the Lord our .God, who 
** bath his dwelling {q I^a^, ;xti^ -^^i "Wx^^^ 
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«^ himfeif td bdiold thfe thixigs thot^axofin heaHren 
^*andcarthP . >v 

«^ Thdx^ihklt {he^ Mi ^ndtrfal things hi thjr 
«* Hghttbufrtrfi, O Obd of but TdVAtiidn! TTit>tl 
<* that art the hd{)fe of all thie crrdd of the tit^^ 
tt andi of them that temaltt Ih thfe bvoad' fea. ' ' 

" 5*hcy affo that id^ell in the. uttcrmoil part^ 
<< of the world ihall attend to thy tokens. Thou 
<< that makeft the out-goings of the tnotning, and 
" the evening to praifeihee/* . . 

In this belief of the univerfal agency of provi- 
dence the P(almi{l places the reinedy 01 moral 
and natural cyil, 

<< Should I find trouble and heavitie&t I vrfli 
<< call upon the name of the Lord* O Lprd^ I 
" befeech thee, delivjcr my foul r ' . ; .; 

<< The LoWprcferveth the innocent : I \ras in 
^ brifery^ and he betp^d me. ^ 

^ Thfe ^rfcrtti, 'O Lotd, haXre had me txtecdi 
« it\^\j m Aettft&ti, btit I remcrrtbeted thy evet^ 
" h'ftitig ja^gtrttnts, ahd teccived comfort.*' 

Thelaft f^timent ought to\>e engraven upon 
the hearts of all the children of affti;^ion. 
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! Lot IIS reinember that God Is the fu^rcme go^ 
Tcrnor of the univerfe ; that under his direflion 
48' the whole fyftem of nature, by ^ww^ animated, 
^ox^edlec^^fupporteiir Let |if conftder that the 
^enfy of man? ia this fyftem is only moral. The 
economy of lifj js committed to b^m fo far as it 
may cxercife his iporal will. But the events of 
his i^ions are finally under t)ie determination of 
the Almighty. ; Were not he to ^ireft the natu- 
ral courfe of this y^orld, even in thofe circum- 
ftances of it that are or may be afFeiied by the 
itxoral power of man, oirder could no more be 
•prefcrved in the univerfe, than it could at firft 
refult from chance, or be formed by the direc*- 
tion of fallible beings . 

" This^ cdnfiderafiOn, that the fupreme power has 
in his own hands the economy of the worldj 
ought to engage our refignation under every cir- 
cumftance of life : For, fhould wci^uarrel with 
the difpenfatipns.,of him wjio gave us being? 
Should we difgute the regulations of that power, 
who has provided the means pf this day's fubfift" 
ence, and without wbofe favour and proteftion 
we could no longer exift ? Is ;iot he who made 
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world t>eft Able to gorem it ? Has not be who 
c U5 this Wng a right to refume it? 

^h'at mean, thexi, the pangs of difappoint- 
it ? What mean the languifhing eompladnts of 
ow i The tears that ftow for buried virtue, 
the (ighs that mourn for parted friendfliip ? 
iut to th^fo ^vieftioQ9 you will fay that others 
r b^ oppofed* You will a(k if thefe emotions 
ht to b^ ^^ccluded from the human heart, 
?n they are evidently the eff^ft of nature I 
A will enquire whether the God of nature 
)14 pUnt ftffe^ion^ in his creatures, which 
Ug^ would be a virtue ? 

7o thefe qucftions I would reply, that thofe 
dions for the objefts of this world, which 
have received with our being, may be in- 
ind'i but under certain limitations. Let us 
ay9 (ponfider the end of fuch afik^ions. Cer- 
ly it could not be to create us mifery, when 
fe objects are nci morev for that would be 
ireftly to repine at the difpenfations of him 
) has removed them from us, 

'he yoicQ of nature wiU be heard, and our 
s will Aqw when o^r deleft conxi^O^ksA 'xet: 

od 
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broken. In this ^c only zGt like men : But 
when fotrow is long indulged, it becomes crimi- 
nal; for then we tamely give ourfelves up to 
thofe pailions which it is our duty to reftrain, 
and zGt in petulant oppofition to the decrees of 
Providence. 

Human life muft have many avenues to for- 
row and anxiety, while we are concerned for 
the welfare of thofe objeds which have engaged 
our affediions, or the fuccefs of thofe fchemes 
on which all our wifdom has been employed. 
The duty of refignation, therefore, like every 
other that is enjoined us, is calculated to pro- 
mote our own happinefs. When we remember 
the everlafting judgments of a benevolent God, 
wc may reafonably be filled with comfort. 

** It is the Lord; let him do what feemcth 
f < unto him good. It is the Lord, the Lord God, 
«« merciful and gracious, flow to anger> abundant 
" in goodncfs, and in truth, 

«< Why fhould ye fay unto my foul, that flic 
<« fliould flee as a bird unto the hill ! Behold the 
"Lord, the Lord of Hofts is my refuge; the 
*^ God of Jacob is qtx hv^ T:\^\.\iaxA^ 
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Fnder fuch confidence as tbis^ what have wc 
ear, and for what Ihould we figh ? That 
Fortunes feem to countera£l our fchemes of 
pinefs, and that the profpe£^s^ of hope are 
ided by difappointment, we might mourn 
:ed, were this the only fcene of our exiftence, 
were our views terminated by our departure 
1 it. That human knowledge is often ina- 
late to the purpofes of life, and always im« 
eft, would be a melancholy confideration, 
5 it not attended with the profpeS of an ex- 
ice, where knowledge as well as happinefs 
[ flow from the fountain of infinite perfeftion, 
:his view we may obviate the pangs of dif- 
>intment, when prudence is defeated by the 
ice of fortune, and when the petulance of 
Lce has made a jeft of fagacity. 

his refieftion might, one fhould think, be 
cient to fet pur hearts at eafe with refpeO: to 
porary misfortunes, but ftill more powerful 
be the motives to refignation, when we con* 
: that the father of heaven has not only pro-i 
:d us a fafe retreat at laft from our affliftibns, 
to fupport us under them. 
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9^ T»£ot)osi0s AHO toitirk^riA, 

<* Thefc things have I faki Utttd y6U, that In 
** me ye might have peace : in the wdtld ye^aU 
•* have tribulatfen. 

** Are not two fpartows fold for a farthing ? 
^ and one of them falleth not to the gfound 
'* Without the permiflion of my Father who i^ iti 
«* heavfin. Are not ye of more value than miiiy 
** fparrows }!^ 

That man^ in the fyftem of nature^ has a pe- 
culiar regard (hewn him| it would be fuperfluous 
ta <)bferve. None of ue can be fo blind to the 
bovatieft we enjoy, jior to the eminent preroga- 
tives hy which we are diftinguiflied. But I may 
infer that as the favour of die Almighty is fo 
|vi4^ntly feen in maa» his confidence in him, 
under every circumftance of life,, ought to be in 
proportion* If he is diftinguiflied by the light 
of rcafon, he ought not futely to make that light 
pn inftrument to cenfure the perfection frofti 
which it flows—yet difcontent is a kind of cen- 
fure on Providence. 

.. Alas! my.dj^ar Conftantia, how miftaken is 

the man, how muclijan enemy to his own happir 

ncfs, who confides not m the meafures, nor re- 



ms to the difpoa&tiotis of hisr Creator ! He 
>bs himfclf at once of that fovereign remedy of 
^il, reliance on a fuperior power. He is in- 
)lved in calamities without the alleviation of 
3pe, and fubjedt to misfortunes without rcdrefs. 

But hapi^y above all names of happinefs^ , is^ 
: who with grateful huipilf^y, f^bmits to the^ 
etermkiatian^.9f God. The vicill^tudes of £oxn 
Hie canno^ diftrefs him. He isfecure in thq 
are of Almighty: GpodneXs N^atupre may (brink 
ac]^ from the ftrokjs of afflidlio][i» but the con^ 
i^ that is .ilapfitorted by hop^:. can neither^ be 
mg 2ior painf juU . .. 

^ Why in dioU'fo full of jheairincfsj O tnf 

foul, and why art thou fo difquicted WitUkl 
7^? Truft iAPod." 

The great ^jeft of his hope,^thc:petfe£t http* 
iti^fs of a futare esitence^ fas) kiiows, cannot 
s very <ii(Va»t-^hat he ha^.bottq travel a fe# 
lys longer till he r^ch the jpanf^ons of eyer- 
(iisig reft, where the miferies and delufions of 
lOrtality ihall vanifli, and forfpw ^d mourning 
laU flee away. Adieu, myConftantia! Thinlf: 
f thefe things.a^d be happy. ,^' 
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THfiODOSlUS TO CONSTANTIA. 

AAr iTHOUT waiting any return to my laft, I 
once more fit down to write to you. I would in ^ 
fome meafure imitate that dear aftd valuable {\ 
friend you have loft, whofe aifiduous tendernefs 
you fay, would never leave you to the attacks of • 
folitary forrow. This was wifely done when ,; 
your grief had continued unreafonably long, but f^^ 
I am always t)f opinion that under the firft ftagcs jln 
of forrow the mind ihould be Idfttb itfclf ; and 
would our common rules permit me to vifit you 
I fliould decline it till the violence of your grief 
fubfided. :.:- 

be 

The objeftion, however, does not lie with 
tl^e fame force againft writing Xo you. We c^an 
better bear the (ent^ments o£ our. friends, when 
they are not pedbnal witnefies to our weakncfs. 

My defigti at prefent is not to inftrufl: but to 
amufe you; I therefore fend you poetry inftcad 
of philofophy,' of rather, indeed, philofophy 
harmonized; for the fentimeiltal part of the iol' 
lowing compofitiou is large aiid noble. 
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PSALM CVII. 

YET once more wake the strain of grateful praise. 
To that eternal Power whose mercy shines 
O'er all his works,' immortal! Let them wake 
The grateful strain once more, those happier sons. 
Whom his hand rescued from the hostile chain 
Of old captivity! from climes remote. 
From the first openings of the orient day. 
Prom Hesper's silver floodgates, from the star 
That shoots its pale rays o'er the shivering north. 
Prom Egypt's tyrant shores, his parent voice 
Their scattef'd trains assembled. Long they stray 'd 
Thro* wild woods unfrequented ; long ; nor found 
City, or safe abode; till nature sunk 
With meagre want oppresl, and the faint pulse 
Of life beat weakly : Then with humble prayer 
To Heaven they turnM repentant, or unheard. 
Eternal Mercy led the wanderers forih 
To habitable towns, and safe abodes. 
for -the spirit of exalted prarse. 
To blazon high those acts of power divine. 
Those boundless mercies that embrace mankind ! 
From him our various appetites and powers. 
Moral or sensual, meet supply derive. 

They, thrice unhappy ! o'er whose joyless heads 
Grim darkness hovers; they who \ou^V>j ^>n^^ 



In death's uncheerful shade, afflicted, bound 
In cold imprisoning chains the sad reward 
Of impious darings and rebeljiqusi de.e4s« 
When h^av^nl^ Justice, with her radiant arm 
Smites Iheir proud hegurtsj e^'^n th^y, by humble 

prayej. 
Unfold sweet Mercy's easy-sliding gates ; ' 
Their iron bondage hursts* and forth they rush 
From death's dim shadow to the golden daj. 
O for the spirit of exalted pr^sQ, 
To blazon high those a^ts of pp^ver divine. 
Those boundless mercies that embfaqe m^kind i 
Before his puissant arip the br^€^ ^ight 
0£ strong gates shivers and in pieces &Us 
The firm bar. 

Folly's vain votaries, from disorder wild« 
An4 mad intemperance, reaping painful fruitl> 
Disease and lan§9ur to the dreary dooT 
Of death move trembling,«^Tbe» with b^naWe 

prayer. 
To heaven they turn repentant, nor unheard. 
Health^ rqsy Jight relm^es the UlPg^id ch^rtj 

And R¥iji quits his meditz^ted prey* 
O for the spirit of ejcalted praise4 
To blazon high those acts of power divine. 
Those boundless merc:j>s that Qiabrave winkiudJ 



Lei man for ever wake the grate&l strain. 
The sacrifice ol' reason; ever dog 
HU Maker^s works^ and triumph in the song. 
The bold adventurers on the stormy breast 
Of ocean, tenants of the watVy world, 
Mark in the mighty waste of seas and skies. 
Magnificence Divine. At his command 
The swiJft wind sweeps the billows; up they rise 
Infuriate to the vault ^ heaven, then down 
Precipilately stqep, disparting, ope 
The vast abyss voracious* Ah ! where tlien> 
Weak mariners, your hopes? Then the heart faints. 
From side to side they run, they reel,, they MU 
]biebrtate with confusion. N<>ught remainr 
But trembling prayer, the last appeal- to Heaven. 
Nor vain the last appeal. Already^ see ! 
The rapid storm subsides, and the wave sleeps. 
Alert Within the merry sailor's heart 
Springs hope; auid soon he hails the welcome port. 
) for the spirit of exalted praise. 
To blazon high those acts of power divine, 
^hose boundless mer<:ies that embrace mankind ! 
From the full choir of undistinguished crowds. 
From wisdom's chosen synod, erown'd with years. 
To Him for ever flow collective praise ! 

Where in wild sweetness rose the sallying spring. 
Where spread the copious rivet, vftei^ 4vv^\v^'4 

E e 
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The vale its rerdaitt honours, barren lies 

A dry waste, mark of Heaven's avenging hand; 

When sacred justice spoke the doom of guilt. 

But lo ! where once the dry waste barren lay. 
There in wild sweetness flows the sallying springs 
There spreads the copious river, there dis[^ys 
The vale its verdant honours ; hamlets ^r. 
Rich harvests, blushing vineyards, golden fruits. 
And flocks abundant, the long famish'd swain 
Beholds delighted. Heaven's pecuKar care 
Are all affliction's children : when the y6ke 
• Of stern oppression sinks the weary heart. 
Perish the stern oppi^essors ; low in dust. 
Low lies each princely head ; while guarded safe. 
As flocks reposing in their evening fold. 
The peasant sleeps in peace. O sight of joy 
To ftithful piety ! .of conscious pain^ 
And keen conviction, to the heart of guilt ! 

This, this is wisdom's lesson to explore 
The active scheme of Providence ; to learn 
His love divine ; and, learning, to confide. 

There is no employment fo delightful to a dr- 
rout mind as this attention to the vifible admini- 
ftration of providence. To contemplate the 
Creator of heaven and earth in the magnificence 
of his works, enlarges and elevates the foul— 
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lifts It above the impertinence of vulgar cares, 
and gives it a kind of heavenly pre-exiftencc. 
To confider the beneyolept purpofes for which 
he called forth this variety and multitude of 
being, that comes under our cognizance, muft 
be a perpetual fource of comfort. A rational 
creature, that is confcious of deriving its exift- 
ence from a- being of infinite goodnefs and power, 
cannot properly entertain any profpeft but of hap- 
pinefs. By the imperfeSion of its nature it may 
ftiU into temporary evils, but thefe cannot juftly 
be the -fubjeS of complaint, when we refle£k 
that this very iraperfeftion was neceffary, to a 
probatory life, and that, without it, there could 
neither have been virtue, nor the. rewards of vir- 
tue. Every degree of excellence depends upon 
<:omparifon. Were there no deformity in the 
world, we (hould have no diftinO: ideas of beau«^ 
ty : were there no poffibility of vice, there would 
be no fuch thing as virtue ; and were the life of 
man exempt from mifery, happinefs would be a 
term of which he could not know the meaning. 

But I wander from my firft defign, which wa9 
not to philofophize. Be wife and happy. 
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CONSTANTIA TO THEODOSIUS. 

If I could pronounce my heart to be perfe£ilf 
at eafe, you would have the only reward you de» 
(ire for your kind, your paternal c^re. But fliaU 
I, on the contrary, avow my ingratitude ? Shall 
I own that this obftinate, this |)etulant he^rt is 
not yet at reft ? Could it oj^fe itfdf to the 
united eflbrts of reafon and religi<)n ? Would it 
neither be foothed by harmony,, tior fileHC^d by 
philofophy ? Vain, incorrigible heart ! 

Indeed, my venerable friend, I muft not dit 
femble with you: I have not yet recovered my 
former peace. And yet, why ? I have the fami 
confidence in^ the adminiftration of Providence. 
I believe as mtich in his goodnefs, a^ much in his 
wifdom. I attend, with the fame readinefs, on th^ 
duties of religion, and offer up my prayers with 
the fame affiance. I agree to every conclufioii 
you have drawn, either from moral or religious 
arguments. I acknowledge the propriety, the 
duty of refignation uniti c\^\^ clxcumftance of 
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Sion^ and yet I tfm afflided. I fee tke ab-^ 
lity of grief, yet I am grieved. Whit tan I 
iiore ? I fubtnit entirely to the 4i%efifatipn$ 
Prdyiden(>e. My will fubmits. I do not wtih 
recall my departed friend to life; But thiat 
miffioii does not clear my h^art of forrpw* 
ely it has fome connections which are npl 
dient to the will, and from which it ^eriye^ 
jluntary pleafure or pain. Is not this true ? 
; experience it in all inftances of afFe£bion : 
are fenfible of attachments we cannot account 
; and as thofe attachments are facilitated oi: 
:rrupted, we are happy or miferable, inde^ 
dently of reafon or the will. If thcfe obfer-^ 
ons are founded upon truth and nature, I hope 
tall ftand excufed both before you, and at a 
[ler tribunal, not only for thofe tears that 
e Iiitherto fallen, but for thofe that yet muft 
over the grave of my Sophia. 

Think not that I implicitly give myfelf up td 
dominion of forrow. I have been too well 
uainted with her not to know by what means 
influence is increafed or abated. I do not 
pen the gloom of melancholy by folitary re- 
ilion ', I feek the fociety of th^ tfti-eAw^^^^^-jccAL 
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endearour ta enter into their amufements, a$ weU 
as to join their devotions. In thofe hours when 
I mud neceflafily be alone^ if the uneaiinefs of 
my heart hinders the approach of fleep, I have 
recourfe to my books $ till at laft the weairinefs 
ef attention prevails over the force of forrow, 
and procures me that reft, which the latter would 1 
have prevented. 

In the courfe of this reading I have met with 1 
many things on which I wanted to confult you, 
but moft of thenl have efcaped me. Some of « 
thefe, however, I remember. In a book of di- 
vinity, which, I fuppofe, mufl have been written 
by one of the herefy of Calvin, the author afferts 
that the ** Almighty has appointed a day of grace 
^ to every man, beyond which there can be no 
•* remiflion of fin." * I muft own I was ftartled 
by this aflertion, as it feemed to me to be very J, 
confequential. The following, I think, were 
fome of the texts on which he founded this be- 
lief: 

•* Seek ye the Lord, while he maybe found; 
** call ye upon him, while he is near. 

* S^any of our modern Fanatics hold this doctrine. 
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** Oh, that thou hadft known, even thou, in 
** this thy day, the things that belong unto thy 
•* peace ! But now they are hid from thine eyes. 

•* Again, he limiteth a day, faying. To-day, if 
** ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.'* 

In another part of his book, he maintains 
that it is impoffible for thofe who fall into fin, 
after having oncQ been converted, to repent, or 
to be faved.* This doftrine he fupports by the 
following paffage in the epiftle to the Hebrews : 

" It is impoffible for thofe who were once en- 
" lightened, and have tafted of the heavenly gift, 
" and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, 
" and have tafted the good word of God, and 
" the powers of the world to come 5 if they fhall 
" fall away, to renew them again unto repent- 
** ance: feeing they crucify to themfelves the Son 
** of God afrefh, and put him to open fliame." 

To this pafTage he adds another, fele£ted from 
the fame book. 

** If we fin wilfully after we have received the 
^' knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 

* This is another doctrine of Fatiaiieism. 
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^ more facrifice for finsj but a certain feaifu 
f< lookudg for of judgment, and fiery ind^s 
^ tion which fliall devour die adverfaries.* H 
« that defpifed Mofes's law died without mere; 
*' under two or three witnefle&« Of how muc 
^Vforer punifhment) fuppofe ye, fhall he t 
** thought worthy^ who hath trodden under fo( 
«* the Son of God, and hath counted the bloc 
*« of the covenant, werewith he was £ianfiifie( 
<^ an unholy thing, and hath done defpite to tl 
** Spirit of grace ?'* 

I mud own thefe texts appeared to me to mal; 
Very ftrongly for his argument \ and yet if thel 
doftrines were generally received, I think, the 
would open more avenues to defpair ; for man 
Chriftians, I fear, muft have finned wilfully aftt 
repentance and converfion. But, pofBbly, I d 
hot behold thefe Scriptures in a right point ( 
view. Let me hope for your kind inftrudiioni 
ind pray for your 

CONSTANTIi 
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LETTER XVI. 



THEODOSIUS TO CONSTANTIA. 

1 ou do well to amufe yourfelf by books and 
company \ that amufement will divert your me- 
lancholy more effe£lually than any precepts of 
philofophy. 

But what fliall I fay to your controverfial ftu- 
dies ? Shall I praife you for wearying your eyes 
over the pages of Calviniftic dreamers ? — For 
honouring with your attention the groundlefs 
doctrines of narrow-lighted fanatics ! who either 
from want of knowledge or of candour, or more 
probably from want of both, have feized a limb 
of a text, and without attending either to the 
writer's defign,or to the analogy of his reafoning^ 
have founded upon the mere letter, do^rines 
that diflionour their God ? 

Such, and fo founded, are thofe you have 
mentioned. 

That God hath appointed a certain period in 
ihe hfe of man, beyond which Vvt'^''OXTiQ\.^'xXKcA. 

vi 
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his grace to him, is a dodrine "which is fo fai 
from having any foundation eMier in reafon oi 
revelation, that it is. repugnant to the firft, am 
totally unfupported by the latter. 

The texts which your author has produced ir 
fupport of his opinion, have no manner of con- 
neftion with it. 

•« Seek ye the Lord, while he may be found j 
•* call ye upon him, while he is near." 

The whole chapter from which this paflage is 
. taken, refers to the time of the Meffiah's firft ap- 
pearance. The prophet Iwreaks out into raptures 
. upon the view of that glorious aera ; and apoftro- 
.phizes to the people that fhould then be bom, 
exhorting them not to lofe the happy opportunity 
of making an intereft with the Redeerfier while 
he was perfonally prefent with them. 

<« Othat thou hadft known, even thou, in this 
•< thy day, the things that belong unto thy peace! 
*< but now they are hid from thine, eyes." 

This is Chrift's apoftrophe to Jefufalemy when 

he foretold its approaching deftrudlion. But 

what, in the name of the feven wonders, has 

this to do witli t\vt um^etlA ^xI^^^^I-^xn^^s. ^^ 
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^ac^ ? The words are particularly applicable to 
^e occafion on which they were fpoken, and to 
<^he objed whcrcuntothcy were addrefied« f* Un- 
*** happy city ! I wife thou kneweft, in this thy 
** day, while thou art yet undemolifeed, or while 
^' I am prefent with thee, the things that belong 
"unto thy peace, thy everlafting peace, the 
^* mercies of redemptiop ; but now they are hid 
" from thine eyes.; at this time thou perceivei): • 
« them not." 

Or poffibly thy peace may fignify,thy temporal 
peace and prefervationfrom thine enemies, which ' 
interpretation the following verfe feemsto favour. ' 
^* But now they arc hid from thine eyes. Becaufe ' 
**the days will come upon thee, when thine ' 
*^ enemies," &c. I incline to this fenfe j but ' 
^vhether this or the other he the true one, is quite 
immaterial to the economy of grace. 

Let us now confider the laft Scripture which 
your author has adduced in favour of his doc- 
trine. 

" Again, he Kmiteth a day, faying, To-day, if 
^* ye will hear his voice.*' 
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The author of the epiftle to the Hebrews, m 

the chapter from whence this paflage is taken, 

endeavours to prove the certainty of that final 

reft which ftill remained to the people of God. 

Thus he forms his argument : * That there is a 

reft for the people of God inter which they have 

not yet entered, appears from that prophetic 

pfalm of David, which alludes to the time of 

Chrift's appearance upon earth. The prophet, 

referring to that time, faith. To-day, if ye will 

hear his voice. Tou fee he is determined as to 

the poii)t of time ; he limiteth or fetceth apart a 

day t wherefore £rom this paflage it is apparent, 

that for you, Hebrews, for you the defcendants 

of thofe who provoked God in the wilderncfs, 

and were not permitted to enter into his reft, a 

final reft ftill remains, to which you are in^ 

vited.' 

Thus it is, my Conftantia, that the difciples of 
ignorance, folly and fanaticifm, by disjointing 
and mifconftruing the Scriptures, contrive their 
ahfurd do£lrines j which are always as much re- 
pugnant to reafori, as they are unfupported by 
reveiation. For inftsLtvce, the tenet above-men- 
tioned. Is it confifteivt v?\t\i \Nie yaJ^x^^ tit v 
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goodnefs of Godj who has appointed to man^ a 
life of probation, to limit the advantages, which, 
in his mercy, he has vouchfafed to him, to a 
Ihorter term than his life ? While he leaves 

I 

liim ftill to contend with the enemies of his fal* 
vation, will he deprive him of his principal fup- 
port, the aid of his grace ? — his grace, which 
he has promifed to thofe that aik it, without ex- 
ception, and without limitation ? 

I hav^ done with the firft tenet of your author 5 
let us now fee whether the fecond be better 
founded. 

It is impoflible, he maintains, for thofe, who 
fall into fin, after having once been converted, to 
repent or to be faved. This opinion he fupports 
by two paflages from the epiftle to the Hebrews. 
Without making any remarks on the infallibility 
of that epiftle as a rule of faith, without taking 
notice of the diflSiculty and the late day of its ad- 
miflion among the canonical books, I fhall {hew 
you that your author has made the pafiages he has 
fdefkcd from that book prove too much. What 
the writer of the epiftle means by falling away, 
ia the firft paffage, and by fmivm^'^\\£>i\^ vcwnJ^r. 
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laftjis the denul ef the faith they bad profeiTcdf 
and openly apoftatizing from it. This is clear 
from |he eoncluGon of both the pai^^es. Tbofe 
who fall siway aire f^id ^^ to crucify to tbet^felve^ 
the Son of God ^freih, and t;Q pu( him to opea 
ihame. And he wlio fmneth wilfully is repre* 
fented to h^v^ trodden upde^r f o^t the Son of Godj 
to have counted the hlood of the covena^t^ where* 
with he was fand^ified^ . an unholy thing, and to 
ha^ve done defpite to the Spirit of grace." 

.From hei^ce it ^ppear« tl>^t for 2^ downright 
apoftate there is no hope of repentance or remit 
iiQn of fins. But your author has not confined 
this terrible denunciation tq open'apoftafy. Ac* 
cording to him, none who have fallen into fin 
after converfion are capable of being renewed 
by repentance, or faved by the redemption of 
Chrift. This dofSlriae is equally )infcriptural,and 
iinreafonable. 

Should m^, circ^mft^nced a€ }>eis, be expo<- 
fed by frailty to£n^l punifhnient, or reduced by 
accidentally falling into "v^ce, to irretrievat^le ruin, 
he might either turn from the race t|iat is fee be- 
fore him in hopelefs defpon4eii9e, o^ vainly con* 
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tend witii danger and difgrace. The pilgTitnage 
of human life is mfinitely troublefoine and per- 
plexed. Dangers there are and difficukies which 
all muft encounter^ which can neitiier be eluded 
by vigilance, iiok' annihilated by contempt. 

A juft man, fays the author of the book of 
Proverbs, falleth feven^ times, and rifeth again* 
In this place a <;crtain is put for an uncertain iium- 
ber ; feven times being amohg the Jews an inde- 
finite exprefSon, ufed to fignify any moderate 
number. 

Our Saviour himfelf being afked how oft a bro- 
ther Ihould offenA and be entitled to forgivenefs, 
and whether or not till feven times, anfwered, 
<^ Not until feven times, but till feventy times 
feven." From this paflage we have the utmoft 
reafon to hope that whenever n^ah fliall effedu- 
ally repent, the divine goodnefs will be ready to 
forgive him. 

For if we are commanded to receive into favour 
an offending brother, however frequently he 
may have trefpafled againft us, fliall not our hea- 
venly Father in like manner be ready to, receive 
fuch as turn unto him? Shall God recommend 
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fuch a condud to man as he fliould not admit in 
himfelf ? Are we not told that the repentance oi 
g finner is unexceptionably fo acceptable to the 
Almighty, that the angels in heaven rejoice, and 
congratulate their fupreme and affeftionate Cre- 
ator, on an event fo agreeable to his gracious 
mind? 

The Prodigal in the Gofpel returns not to hi5 
father till he had finifhed his courfe of riotj 
which was interrupted by nothing but his pow- 
er to purfue it. He returns not till compelled by 
neceflity, and therefore his repentance was not 
a voluntary virtue. But, behold, his father 
meets him while yet a great way off, and pre- 
cludes his apologies by the mod endearing recep- 
tion. We have not, indeed,, any account of a 
relapfe in the accepted prodigal; but we are told 
that before the execution of his repentance, he 
faid unto himfelf, " How many hired fervants of 
"my father have bread enough and to fpare, 
"while I perifti with hunger?" Some fuch re- 
reflettions he muft frequently have made, when 
reduced to diflrefs, and again probably muft 
have quitted them from various motives. 



r^'.fi^^^ i)na^jr49(^ ttia:^^ ^6^^Veti^^*fi<^ felt? 
cieni^yrodf'ineAis'Wife.* ^0 thiglAalladd 

;d?dlSas teHs'tfi, #at'^t. John,' dtortg 'his 
Wl^itl t6 tile w?Wdrtt^chitfchesy d^ his'eye 
ti' a jroutig riiati 'r^niLrk Jble 'fcirthe lextent - of 
mvM^^iitA tife itigtnti{)afaafs-6f ii?^^ tnihd: 
' Igerf apoftie thbliglit that he 4iafcf ^rcbveted 
iiri'krt-'tffeflil ^rrftjruhitttt for thef ptopagatibn. 
!ttH(fraMty; '- ''AtcorJingiy he took^pirtictrlat 
i^ltb'iibiiV^ M^ arid^olnftmaKiii'ih the dir 
fdofeirtesrofifs^re^ Matter. Thatkc mfeht 
£ilFb%ttfer acquaitited^withthe fjftem of chrif-. 
it^/^kt'hig deb^tture he refcbriim^hded him to 
care of a pious old father, who had'fbme au* 
rity in* the^nfant chui'ch. The youth cohtin*^ 
a while in the' (futi^srof his iiew profcffion, 
attetiderfwith care to the leSures of his 
e'raWe tutor. Btit his former affociatss, when 
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aged friend, " where my fcUow-laboijrejiJdJMjy 
;and cpijfjufipnjjandjtlj,^ h?jcdy Jcadei? o^^a^j^^ of 



From hence it is evident, fliat a relapfe aftdr 
report ta^e or converfion, was not looked upon 
by the primitive chrifttanw^ nor yet by the apof- 
tles themfelves, as any meins of excluding the 
future mercies -SP^iSoA' • * ■ i^ 

An utter apofl:afy,^^an^ entire defertion of the 
faith we have profefled, and a contemptuous re- 
jection 01 the grace we have received, may^ 
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ixvcDTBiDg'ta^tbs/^Ilor aE)ihe^ifiib)0 ti4i^ lie* 

mttBAjjJXqm^y:JKB ^osfTtUbtfudsreii^idtcies of 
jQocL : j£ut (fii»ii]i£aqo't«teiihcfqn<^iEi]iat f^duee 
wtB')tq^rtijt£iXtxB' da^caidfbLxkcaim(!a«ee&. ^Oiir 
Chsafbrr^^kQoilrethiifinheiTXif ift^.zdne^tba^^ c^ 
^^ItikfniiaretK ^iUat w^are biiticUy^V Mdytbottgh 
-ffrvmrnxj £ati<yfat>^ ^di mot beo^diiMray, fince 
49he v{dioldetk>iss>wadi.UisiiaDiL'.'^ a. : i 

- ' <iotl prefin^e yodjv^y amtitblfc'^i^iha^^prS- 
ferve and direft you through thrtrti^trtiiirt^Ath^ 

bik\n^it^&<^iii\V{ftfva^ja\l^ iuif^py.fpirfe 

:&all i}ui4.wrthdur7 f^ltifb ^ioiiicpinifr^vutE tkact 



tern of every female virtue, I was deprived at the 
fame time of tlicS^Artitci^ai'^ares, thofe tender 
affiduities that watch over the young mind, accel- 
erate the progrefs of reafon, and fupply the want 
o('jeip!^.ii^Dce[-(l)y) pRqepjt.f > Of )tb^ afdvontages 
I was wholly deftitute, for my father, inattentive 
to every thing Id lit the acquifition of wealth, 
thought' imt tijBie^!D£ tte riinpjR»eGiaeintiof his 
daughter 5 or, if he thought of it at all, con- 
cludeci that ffie M^oiild neceflarily improve in pro- 
portion to the advariccmerit of her^Tortuhe.--- 
Accordingly I w^s abandoned to the common 
i( 

a 

or int^nitelv greater importance than all ^ceneral 
ii2ilru<3ions. . , , . ,, . 



ffbrii'tR&bBJda f -^WHiitffidcP^SdmlremTHtiodc^ 

the {ittmth«9fetfpokeliikcftfr^ 
ami ^^fefti6'l*nit*daTCeff thltmgh dite^'d^blMbf 
nature ? Wnife his: Rticfwledge enlrgfttcflcdf^ fii^ 
fenfibility charmed nle ; and while at ohh&ht 
ta(agbt:'iiiy^licait)ahditiy*ihm i&frto 

hr wofidcvqd^at l^e anaade Toom; £odi biiiifdfxf— The! 
pi9(9ireirs aofigMu&zhaiiie taw inJeCftil^ idHari^&ii: 
&{le^/ and iirfaade TTheudoiiiiisqvvaft- fbiiBi(i^)rtbq 
mind oi CotiJbiilTfia^i ile ^^^uasf cheii&iilgra {SliKUi 
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fS4 j^nma^s&i^AVit^^cia^i^A^mm 

^jaMfMfidifd tSkt i£»^iUn^ The^^lc^ u^ a^d Coo- 

^Wifi^Jy .»b4 9Wmw4e4 v»^y;;[yj^:to-bc at 

yfA8:4saffiF:fo me^h^Ilmftg^^^^ with 

tfewW^yi^io^r by^he 4|ni|K4 influences j^.pride^ 
^J^iSs^i .«wl:&«^«>i;mXfl?Wr^ .^a^linctents ta 
^ffi T f^^'^.' <9 visa:bo.rn(? ^ . a»^,, >»f }thp)xt j f p^Ui^ 
ejther mjrjijappinefe OT;my inclination,., I JU^ the. 
mfajlfiij^^©;!^ acquiefc^ with tji^t J^ojjqfa^cif tn^j. 
father ,wliijch jbanifced Tixepdp&\x^; ^fi^/ffttK public 

c:T3iis Y^& the mdft culpable circamftaiiQei^of my 
Hffi4— ^if atdt Jwbix^h iiKked brought itsIpttfAfhmest 
alongi with it, atld for which die > <maferies jof x>0( 
pcasio^i ijandl the p»!n£ei&ce: lof suoothcr^ haye^< l 
hopiSj ma^aki adequate atbi^emcsit^iO lo ' 

* The -yeirs that paffed^beiween^mafr-ererit arid 
my afdMflkin intathiis Ifeiy rfetreat V«?treifAiJetably 
leorn away between t\ve \;)itv^0Mt oC melancholy, 
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and the acutenefs of grief — yet that plaintive and 
unrefigned ftate of mind was not, I truft, accom-^ 
panied with any great degree of guilt, fince it 
was not at the difpenfations of Providence that I 
murmured, but at the fuppofed confequences of 
my own folly. - That I refufed with refolute in* 
dignation the man, to whom, before, I had been 
fo weak as not to deny my hand, was not enough 
to make fatisfa£lion to my own heart. While I 
confidered Theodofius as dead, and myfelf as in 
fome meafure the caufe of his death, between 
the grief of affedlion, and the inquietude of con- 
fcience, I was at length reduced to the mod piti* 
able ftate both of body and mind ; the one emaci- 
ated with forrow and watching, and the faculties 
of the other almoft funk in ftupefadtion. 

Great diftrefles are the fpedres of the mind, 
and, as it is fabled of the ghofts of felf-murdered 
os; bodies, they hover o'er the fcene where their ob- 
je£i is intombed. Bufinefs and amufement, fo- 
ciety and folitudc were alike imprefled with the 
image of Theodofius. — Tht painful idea purfued 
me through every avocation, nor could I find a 
tetrcat from it in the breaft of friendfhip — The 

H h 



12& T»EOD0SIt7$ ANI> CaNSTANTlA. 

f^mpathizirig heart of my Sopbia added new foft- 
nefs to mf oyrn^ and the tendcrncfs of her friend- 
flap made mc feel more fenfibly the lofs of Theo- 
dofi»s. 

At kft that dear lamented friend, with fome 
few more that pitied and regarded me, applied to 
my father for his permiffion that f might retire 
into a conrent. Their generofity procured me 
what the voice of nature and the tears of duty 
had folicited in vain, and by the irrefiftible offer 
of difcharging the fees of my admiflion, they pre- 
vailed on the father of Conft^ntla that fhe might 
be permited to take the veil. 

Since I entered upon the conventual life, my 
condu<3: has been too well known to you, if not 
to need any apology, at lead not to be enlarged 
upon here. But after thofe afpirations of grati- 
tude that rife to heaven, after thofe truly grateful 
fentiments which I muft ever entertain for thofe 
beneficent friends who procured myeilablifhment 
in this place— what words fhall I find expreflive 
of that gratitude which is due to Father Francis? 
—that tender, that affedionate father, who has 
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mirijcd my mind Mrit;h thpf^ paternal ^^uitks, 
yrhich wjere fomewha^ above ti» molt psritEt 
natuTje of man^ which could pnly flow fjrom a 
heart, where human fenfibility was exalted and 
refined by the immortal graces, and where God 
himfelf elevated and expanded that philanthropy 
which he loves. 

To ^he.ever venerable Farther Francis I owe the 
great^ft moral bieflings that are attainable in this 
world, peace of confcience, and reftitude of rea- 
fon- For the recovery of the firft, indeed, little 
more was neceffary thaa the certainty that Theor 
dofius was alive and happy ; but the confolations. 
of the father added to the prefence of the friend, 
^d replaced that quiet in my heart to which it 
had been fo long a ftrangen Thofe confolations, 
however, were not more foothing than the leflbns 
that attended them were iriftruftive. While 
from thofe I derived content and comfort, from 
thefe I received the lights of truth and reafon, and 
was tau^t to look up with an intelligent adora- 
tion to that Being whoijs jeflence is gop4n^s and 
urifidom. From the confidcratiofi pf tliefe diftin- 
guifliing attributes, whenever he ihall refume 
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that life which he gave me, I fliall refign it in 
his hands without fonrow, and without fear. 



r 
' oaf 
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feci 



With difficuky I had written thus far, when 
the importunity of my. diforder obliged me to lay 
down the pen. I have now refuraed it, and will 
bear it as long as I am able, for while I hold but 
even an ideal converfation with you, the fcnfc of f , 
pain is fufpended. Other than bodily pain I have t 
none. The prefutnption with which my apology \ . 
concluded, 1 find, was not vain. I am perfedly 
indifferent to the approach of death, and, agree- 
ably to the kind wifli with which you once * A 
concluded a letter, I truft that " my fpirit fhall ' 
quit without a figh, the frame that confines it." . 

To you, my deareft friend, my moft venera- I 
ble father, loved by every dear, and refpefted by 
every facred name, to you, under tlie gracious 
appointments of Providence, I owe this happy jf 
ferenity. By giving me proper ideas of the au- w 

* This last letter of Constantia and the answer of — ^I 

Theodosius seem to have been written some years after , grc 

/Ae preceding letters* ia 
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thor of nature, and the obligations of his crea- 
tures, you have taught me to look on death as 
one of his beft gifts, and on all beyond it withr 
out any apprehenfion. 

And now, O deareft, and moft revered of 
men, farewell! — Whether we fliall meet again 
in any future allotment of being, is amongft the 
fecret counfels of Providence. — I truft we fliall. 
— ^Till then indulge one tender farewell from 
your Conftantia! — Accept one pious, one grate- 
ful adieu from 

CONSTANTIA. 



LETTER XVm. 
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THEODOSIUS TO CONSTANTIA. 

Let not my Conftantia be alarmed when (he 
fees that this letter is written by another hand. 
— Let not that fortitude with which ftie has fo 
greatly fupported her own fufFerings be diflblved 
in weakncfs for her friend, nor that noble tran- 
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quilltyi with which (he bel^dlds the approach oi 
death, be idifturbed whfn fbe is told that his hand 
is on Theodofms. I doubt not that the eterna 
Providence, who, in his wjfdom, interwove du 
interefts and the paflions of our lives, has, in his 
goodnefs determined that they fliall clofe together. 
If this be one of his gracious difpenfatlons, I 
receive it not only with fubmifllon, but with gra- 
titude. — What n«)re could I defire of the divine 
Beneficence than that, delivered from this prifon 
of earth, I might accompany the fpirit of my 
Conftantia to the regions of everlafting happinefs, 
to fome more perfeft allotment in the fcale of 
being, where the immortal faculties fliall be re- 
fined from human frailty; and where the powers 
of the foul (hall be expanded by a nearer approach 
to that perfection, from which they are derived. 
Animated with hopes, and fupported by fenti- 
ments like thefe, let us wait without fear the ap- 
proach of death, and receive him gladly, becaufc 
he Cometh as a friend. — The pure paflions of 
love and friendfliip, founded upon, and fupported 
by efteem, may laft beyond the grave, becaufc 
they have their exiftence in the foul. 
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It is not improbable that our bappinefs in hea- 
ven may. In fome meafure^ confift in the harmo- 
nious intercourfc of a pcrfeS fociety, for I have 
no idea of a fotitaryhapphtiefs even in the regions 
of perfeftion. Moreovcry from what little ac- 
counts we find of the angelic ftate in the facred 
writings^ we fee that the ideas of alTociation and 
intetcourfe are always annexed to them. If then 
it i^ not to be doubted that in our future ftate 
we (hall aflbciate with fomc order of beings^ can 
any thing be ^lore probable than that we fhould 
mix with thofc kindred and congenial fpirits^ who 
like ourfelves have had their appointments on 
earth, whether in different times and places, or 
the fame ? If in the fame, which is ftill probable, 
and if the identity of our fpiritual natures cannot 
be deftroyed, why ftiould not the charafteriftics 
of the foul be known in heaven as well as upon 
earth ? 

Then, O my Conftantia ! for that ftate of ex- 
alted friendfliip, where the fears and frailties of 
mortality fliall be known no more! — For that 
happy intercourfc of fpiritual pleafures, which 
Ihall be no longer fubje£t to the influences of 
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chance or time; which fhall neither be opprefled 
by languor, nor difturbed by anxiety ! Compared 
\rith that ineffable complacency, that fublime 
delight which even the hope alone of thefe things 
infpires, what are the fufferings, however pecu- 
liar, that we have hitherto endured ? — "Were 
there, indeed, no future ftate of being to com- 
mence after this, who would not wifh to be thus 
agrefcably deceived ? Who would not wifh to tri- 
umph over thofe gloomy apprehenfions, which 
the thought of annihilation muft neceffarily create, 
in a being to whom nature ha$ given the love of 
exiftence? 

But if the foretafte of future happinefs be fo 
great; — if, when only contemplated through the 
imperfeft medium of human imagination, it is 
capable of infpiring fuch exalted delight, how in- 
conceivably great muft the real and perfeft enjoy- 
ment be! Let us here, my Conftantia, indulge 
the utmoft ftretch of fancy — whatever an Al- 
mighty, and all-beneficent Being can give, and 
whatever our glorified faculties can receive, let 
us fuppofe our own. He that giveth not of his 
Spirit by meafure, he that openeth his hand, and 
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fiiuttcth it not again — fliall not he freely giyc us 
all things ? 

When I confider the wifdom and benevolence 
of that Almighty Being, through whofe kindnefs 
I have hitherto been fupported in life, like my 
Conftantia, I can walk without trembling thrpugh 
ihe dark valley of the fhadow of death. And 
whence, but from the fame confideration, could 
your tender and apprehenfive heart derive that 
more than manly firmnefs which is vifible in 
your letter ? That information which you fo 
kindly afcribe to my inftruftions, you have 
drawn from your own experience of the wifdom 
and the goodnefs of Providence; to whom your 
gratitude is due for the reftitude of reafon, as 
well as for ev^ry other bleffing you enjoy. 

I will now no longer withhold your mind from 
the meditation of that glorious Being, whofe 
more vifible favours we (hall fliortly obtain. In- 
deed, my faculties are already too much confu- 
fed for regular thinking, and death, I find, makes 
hafty paces towards me. — Accept my laft bleffing. 

« Blefs, O God! O Father of Nature, blefs 
*^ my Conftantia ! fupport her gentle fpirit un- 

1 1 
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^ dctthe CQufli^ rf d^^rtiLand lca4^pd cond 
*^ her by the light of thy countenance to thy e^ 
"laftin^reftP. ,. . 

, Aiad^^owr— fOh ! now — farewell, my Conft 
tial-r-my Conftan<:e! wy fifter'! my friend! 
every dear, and icv^ry holy name-^farpwell 
have coiiverfed vi^Wi you till tb^ Ufl; jpaqmeni 
But-r-bitt ?we ft«H flfie^t sig^ii). 
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PART I. 

hard's days, when lost his pastur'd plain, 

ndVing Briton sought the wild wood's reigr^ 

eat disdain beheld the feudal hord 

3-let vassals of a Norman lord ; 

bat no brave man ever lost, possessed 

'- — for freedom bound him to her breast. 

t thou that freedom ? hy her holy shrine, 

ne drop of British blood he thine, 

:onjure thee, in the desert shade, 

r unstrung, his little houshold laid, 

ave forefather, while his fields they share* 

)n, Dane, or Norman, banish'd there ! 

nks he tells thee, as his soul withdraws, 

leart swells against a tyrant's laws, 

r with faie though fruitless to mainlaiii,^ 

rd that liberty he lov'd in vain. 
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Were thoughts like these the dream of ancient time i 
Peculiar only to sorae age, or dime ? 
And does not nature thoughts like these impart. 
Breathe in the soul, and write upon the heart ? 

Ask on their mountains )on deserted band. 
That point to Paoli with no plausive hand ; 
Despising still, their freeborn souls unbroke. 
Alike the Gallic and Ligurian yoke ! 

Yet while the patriot's genVous rage we share. 
Still civil safety calls us back to care ; 
To Britain lost in either Henry'^ day. 
Her Woods her mbuntains one wild scene of prey ; 
Fair peace from all her bounteous vallies fled. 
And law beneath the barbed arrows bled. 

In happier days, with more auspicious fate, 
The far fam*d Edward heaFd his wounded state ; 
Dread of his foes, but to his subjects dear. 
These learned to love, as those are taught to fear> 
Their laurell'J prince, with British pride obey. 
His glory shone their discontent away. 

With care the tender flower of love to save. 
And plant the olive on disorder's grave. 
For civil storms fresh barriers to provide. 
He caught the favVing calm and falling' tide. 

The social laws from insult to protect. 
To cherish Peace, to cultivate respect ; 



The rich frqio wanton cruelty ,resU;ai^T, ^> 

To smooili Ih^ pp^ pf j?enqry and ^p^a; ^ . 

The iiapless vugfar^t tp his rest lesioxe. 

The maze of irAud, the ^l^ants ,of J^lieit e^p^pre ^ . ; 

The thoughtless maiiien, whjen s^|^du'd,b)'.^,tj> 

To ai4> a^d bring iher r^ver tp hqr hcfitt ; ' : 

Wild riot'"? vQiqe, yvitli ^dignity jt,o.qu,^L[, r 

Forbid unpeaceiul^ars^io^s^.to-ce^l^pl, 

Wrest fcoai revcfig^'tl-ie.ip^^itjvtiSjdjJ^qLfnf^ . 

For tl)i? j^jr JM'^i.<?BdPaiisM lijer vsa<fr^;Mf^>f : >;;.,= 

For this the rural. m^gj<j^,i^^e of ^ypf^ ... : > . ^ 

Thy honoucs* £d.YV*5d>. io h]^^Vii?jf}§'}9P^<bQI^^^ ;? i) 

On silver w?tv^s thk^iiftoyv-tl>rp9gj?,srQiIi|ig.V;alesj7 /;, 

In Hiai»woo!d«s.grj()ve9, iiNheijeite^g V^y yo^th-iiiv^s f^^; 
Unseen beneath tb^kLftOqientiWofWofr^baije; ' ,\ 
With aittBy:a^r<>i!pQf,^r»que,C49)^n3^scrqYvn-d^.. ' 
In gothic guise a^uch;jpf^«>5ipn b^me dt found. 

Nor Ughtlyideero^vye ,^pe^ of j^aodesji r^^qg, .: ; 
Ve cits th^t sore bpdjzaen hatjLir,e*s ,fe<?e. 
Of 'the more manly jRteUQtuces hefA.ye.yigVv; 
They rose for greatness :th4t>.e^?ever^n^>?^l , 
Ye reptile cits, that oft have iirov*4 my J^ple^ii - : ' 
With V^nus and. tij/e graces on your grjE^n; I . • 
Let Plutus growling o^'cr his ill^got wealth. 
Let Mercury, /the lluiwing god. Qfst^Uh., J 
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The shop-man Janas, with his doable looks. 
Rise on your moants, and perch upon your books 1 
But spare my Venus> spare each sister grace> 
Ye citSj that sore bedizen nature's face ! 

Ye royal architects, whose antic taste> 
Would lay the realms of sense and nature waste; 
Forgot, whenever from her steps ye stray. 
That folly only points each other way ; 
Here, though your eye no courtly creature sees. 
Snakes on the ground, or monktes in the trees j 
Yet let not too severe a censure fall. 
On the plain precincts of the ancient halL 

For though no sight your childish fancy meeti^ 
Of Thibet's dogs, or China's parroquets ; 
Though apes, a:sps« lizards, things without a tai|. 
And all the tribes of foreign monsters fail ; 
Here shall ye sigh to see, with rust o'ergrown. 
The iron griffin and the sphinx of stone ; 
And mourn, neglected in their waste abodes. 
Fire-breathing drakes, aud water-spouting gods. 

Long have these mighty monsters known disgrace; 
Yet still some trophies hold their ahcient place; 
Where, round the hall, the oaks high surface rear* 
The field-day triumphs of two hundred years. 

The enormous antlers here recal the day 
That saw the forest monarch forced away ; 
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Who, many a flood, and many a mountain past. 
Not finding those, nor deeming these the last. 
O'er floods,^ o'er mountains yet* prepared to fly, 
Long ere the death-drop fill'd his failing eyti ! 

Here, fam'd for cunning, and in crimes grown old. 
Hangs' his grey briishi the felon of the fold. 
Oft as the rent-feast swells the midnight rheer^ 
The maudlin farmer kens him o'er his beer;: 
And tells his old, traditionary tale. 
Though known to ev*ry tenant of the vale; 

Here, where of old the festal ox has fed, ' 

Mark'd with his weight, the mighty horns ai*e spread! ' 
Some ox, O Marshall, for a board like thine. 
Where the vast master with the vast surloia 
Vied in round magnitude — respect Ibear 
To thee, though ofl the ruin of the chairJ ' 

These, and such antique tokens that record • -' 
The manly spirit, and the bounteous board, 
Ade more delight thkii all the gew-gaw train. 
The whims and zig-zags of a modem brainy 
More than all Asia's marmosets to vleW, 
Grin, frisk, and water in. the walks of Kew. 

Through these fair vallies, stranger, hastthou stray 'd. 
By anycfhance, to visit Harewobd's shade, 
And seen with honesty antiquated aii*, ^. 
In the plain hall the magistratial chair?' 

Kk 
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There B^rfeort t«t~the lovelof humsui km. 
Pure ligbtibf trulh, and ten{i£tBiKe of mii 
In the free eyfr the featm'd soul du^ajT'd, 
Honour's Axpag beam, and Msrcy's naellHig 
Justice, tfa#wrthe rigid p^liaot' Uw, 
I Would still KMiffi dmpk fr«iii Kty^i fxinlein 

Bend o'<ac heiurn.wilto mony.a gen^roUs, Eeai 
I Ere his firiq-^seal sfaoitkl force one orplian's.t 

Fair Ekjvily, and Reason sconung art. 
And all (he sdiec tirWesof thetieBit — 
These sat yi'ah Herbert, these sliall Jbest av 
I WbsK staltttea ofder, oc where statutes fail 

Be this„ je rural maf^ulratesi your plan ; 
Firm be your justuce, but ba fricfld^ to nun 

He whom (is-niighly mailer, o£ this. ball. 
We fondly dnem^ or. farsically call. 
To gwii (he paliiarch's trutli^ however loth 
Holds but a^mansion crushed before the njot 

Frail Li 4iis,genius, in iiis heart too frail, 

I Born but ^q err, 'and erring to bewail, 

Shalt thou his faults with eye sener'e explcn 
And give to life one humanj weakness inore 
Still tauk, if vrce or rature pcoropts the <: 
Still mark tl)e stcoi^ temptalibn and the nei 
I On pressing wauty on famine's powerful cal 

1 At least more lenient let thy justice fall. 



For him» who^ lost to e^'ry hope oi Uf^ 
Has long with fortune held unequal slrifq* 
Known to no hmiuiB lovei no human carei 
The friendless, homeless ob^t of despair; 
For the {x)or vagrant feel, while he €OH^)lains, 
Nor from «ad freedom send to sadder charns. 
Alike if folly or laisfoctune hroug hi 
Those last of woes'liia ev^itjdays. have wi^ught ; 
Believe with social mercj and with ise» 
Polly's roisfortune in the^rst degree* 

Perhaps on some tnkospttable shore 
Fhe houseless wretch a widow'd parent bore ; 
^ho then, no more by. golden prospects led^ 
3f the poor Indian begg'd a leafy bed* 
^Id on Canadiain hills* or Minden's plain« 
'erhaps that parent .moutn*d her spldier sUm; 
^enft o'er her babe, her eye dissolv'd in dew, 
fhe big drops mbglingjwUh the milk he drew, 
jave the sad presage of his future years, 
rhe child o^ miseiiy, . baptiz'd in tears ! 

O Edward, liere thy fati!e$t laurels £ide 1 
^nd thy long ^orles darken ii»to sjiade ! 
Vhila yet the palms tJiy h^dy veterans won* 
Tie deeds of \'iaIour that for thee were done, 
Vhile yet the wreaths for which they bravely ble4 
'ii'd thy high ^ut and flouri^'d an thy head« 
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Those vrterahii to their native shores ret urn'd. 
Like exiles \vanderM, and like exiles mournMj 
Or, left at large no longer to bewail. 
Were vagrants deem'd and ^estin'd to a jail! 
Were there no royal, yet uncultur'd lands. 
No wastes that wanted such subduing hands? 
Were Cress)''s l>croes such abandon 'd things! . 
O fate of war ! and gratitude oF kings ! 
The gips^vrace my pity rarely move ; 
Yet their strong thirst of liberty. I love. 
Not Wilkes, Our freedom's Inxly martyr, morcj 
Nor his firm phalanx of the common shore.. 
For this in Norwood's patrimonial groves. 
The tawny father with his ofispring roves ; 
When summer suns lead slow the sultry day,.. . 
In mossy caves, where welling waters play, 
Fann'd by each gale that cools the fervid sky,. 
W^ith this in ragged luxury they lie* 
Oft at the sum the dusky Elfins strain 
The sable eye, then snuggling, .sleep again ; 
Oft as the tiews of cooler evenmg fall. 
For their prophetic mother's mantle call. 

Far other cares that wand'rihg mother wait^ 
The mouth, and 6ft the minister of fate ! 
From her to hear, in ev'ning's friendly shade 
Of future fottum»> flies tbe vilUgemaid^ 
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DcaMirs her long-hoarded copper from its hold ; 
And rasty> halfpence purchase hopes of gold. 

But all ! ye maids, beware the gipsy's lures I 
She opens' not the womb of time, but yours. 
Oft has her hands the hapless Marian wrung, 
Marian, whom Gay in sweetest strains has sung! 
The parson's maid — ^sore cause had she to rue 
The !2;ipsy's tongue ; the parson's daughter too. 
Long had that anxious daughter sigh'd to know 
What Vetlam's sprucy clerk, the valley's beau. 
Meant by those glances, which at church he stolc> 
Her father nodding to the psalm's slow drawl ; 
' Long had she sigh'd : at length a prophet came> 
By many a sure prediction known to fame. 
To Marian known, and all she told, for true : 
She knew the future, for the past she knew* 

Where, in the darkling shed, the moon's dim rays 
Beam'd on the ruins of a one-horse chaise, 
Villaria sat, while faithful Marian brought 
The wayward prophet of the woe she sought. 
Twice did her hands, the income of the week. 
On either side the crook^ sixpence seek ; 
Twice were those hands withdrawn from either side 
To stop the titt'ring laugh, the blush to hide. 
The wayward prophet made no long delay. 
No novice she in fortune's devious, way ! 



ft 
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^' Ere yet** she cry'4 ^< tc(n roiling months are o'er, 
^' Must ye be iBothers; maids, at least, no more. 

With you shall soon, O lady feir, prevail 

A gentle youth, the flower of this fair vaJe. 
*' To Marian, <Hice of CoHn Clout the sccyn^ 
" iShall iximpkin come, and bumpluntets. be bom/' 

Smote to the heart, the maidens marvell'd sore, 
That ten ^ort months had such events in store ; 
But holdtng firm what vtllage* maids believe. 
That strife with ftte is milking in a sieve ; 
To .prove their prophet true, tboogh to ibeir cost^ 
They justly thought no tpme W4s to he lostr 

These foes to youth, th«t ^ek^ with dangerous ai?t 
To aid the native weakness of the heart ; 
These miscreants from thy harmless village drtvCi^ 
As wasps felQiuQu« iifom the bb'ring hive> 
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PART n. 

1 ET* while thy rod restrains the needy crew. 
Remember that thou art their monarch too. 
/ King of tKe beggars ! — Lov'st thou not the name ? , 
O, great from Ganges to the golden Thame ! 
Far-ruling sovereign of this begging ball^ 
Low at thy footstool other thrones shall fall. 
His alns to thee the whisker'd Moor convey, \ 
And Prussia's sturdy beggar own thy sway ; 
Courts, senates-^all to Baal bend the knee, J 
King of the beggars, these are fiefs to thee ! 

* Refer i to the condimett '^ (he first part, . 
"t The Mahometan priiiees seim to have a regular 
system of beggings Nothing so aotnmon as to hear that 
the Dei/ of Algiers y SCc, SCc* are dissatisfied tfiUk their 
presents, v //^ must he owned, iV would be for th^ welfare 
vf the world, if princes iti genef^l' u*ouid adhert iv4he 
77/«jci;«, /Afl/ it is better to beg- ihaTi to steal. 

J " ■ ' ■ Tu poscis Ulia rerum, i 

Qrfiamxfis sors t6 mdUus egentem" Hot, . . 



148 THE COUNTR'X JUSTICE. 

But still, forgot the grandetir of ihy reign. 

Descend to duties meaner crowns disdain ; 

...» - , , , ^ ._ ^ - 

That worst excrescency of power forego, - 
That pride of kings, human it^s first foe. 

Let age no longer toil with feeble strife. 
Worn by long service in the. war, of life; 
Nor leave the head that time hath whilen'd, bare 
To the rude insults of the searching air; 
Nor bid the knee, by labour hardened, bend, 
O thou, the poor man's hope, the poor man's friend! 

Iff when from heav'n severer seasons fall. 
Fled from the frozen roof and mouldering vyall. 
Each face the picture of a winter day. 
More strong than Tenier's pencil could portray; 
If then to fhee resort the shivering train. 
Of cruel'days, and cruel man complain. 
Say to thy heart (remembering him who said) 
*' These people come -from far, and hayeDQ bread." 

Nor leave thy venal clejrk eropower'd to hear; 
The v<?ice of want is sacred to tby e^r. . . 
H€, wberje no fees his sordid pen invite, ' 
Sports with their tears, tpo indolent to vvrite; 
Xiike the fed monkey in the fable, vain 
To hear more helpless an imaU complain,, 

But chief thy notice shall one monster claim; 
A monster furnish'd with a human frame. 
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The pirish officer !T->^hoagh Verse' disdf^ia ; ' ) 

Tenuis that dcfciTB^ the sddndour of the strain; 3 

It stciops to bid thee bieml the brpn^ severe 

On the sly^ pilleringi cruel overseer;- \ 

The sh\iffling hrmeta faithful to no tru^j ." > 

Ruthless as ropks^ insatiate as the dust I 

.- When the poor bind,! with length of ye^s dQQa)r'd, 

Leans feebly on his once subduing spade^ 

Forgot the service of his abler days. 

His profitable toil, ;in4 honest prais^ : 

Shall this lovsr wretch abridge his scanty bread. 

This slave, whose board his former laboiir^>spre2^ ? 

When harvest's burning siins and sickening air 
From labour's unbrac'd hand the grasp'd hook tear/ 
Where shall the helpless family be fed, 
That vainly languish for a father's bread? 
See tl^e pale mother, sunk with grief and care, 
To the proud ftrmer fearfully repair ; , 

Soon tp be sent with insolehce away, 
Ite^rr'd to vestries, and a distant day ! 
Referred— to perish ! — Is my verse severe ? 
Unfriendly to the human character ^ 
Ah ! to this sigh of sad experience trust : , > 

The truth is rigid, but the tale is just. ^» 

. ' If in thy courts this cscttiff wretch appear. 
Think not that patience were a virtue bere^ 
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His low-Wn pride with honest rage contrdui f 
Smit6 his- hal^d hearty and shake his reptile souL 
But, hapless! bft thpoagh fear of future woe^ 
And certain vengeance of th' insulting ix>e, 
Oft, ere to thee the poor pTt^oi' th^ir prayV, 
The last extremes of pen ur/th^yt bear. 

. Wouldst thou then raise thy patriot office higher. 
To something more than magisi rate aspire ! 
And, left each ^poorer, pettier chase behind,- 
Step nobly forth, the friend of humab-kind ! 
The game {'.start courageously pursue .•* 
Adieu to fear ! to insolence adieu^ t 
And first we'll range this mountain's stormy side. 
Where the rude winds the shepherd's roof deride^ 
As meet no more the wintVy blast to bear. 
And all the wild hostilities of air. 
— ^That roof hare I remember'd many a year ; 
It once gave refuge to a hunted deer — 
Here, in tliose days, we found an aged pair ;— 
But time untenants — hah! what seest thou there? 
•' Horror — by heav'n, extended on a bed 
•' Of naked fearn, two humati creatures dead f 
*' Emtractrig as ialiye!— ah, ne!^^no life ! 
*'Cold, breathless r 

^ nfis the shepiierd and his wife* 

/Jtnewfhe scene, and brought the$ to behold 
What speaks more 8troin|\^ \\vwi\^^ %Vw^ Vi^ 
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They died thrpj^ jRTWrt— 

: ; , T By every' power I swear, 
-*< If the wretch, treads the earth, or breathes the air« 
*' Through whoser.<lM^uk of duty, or design, 
^' These victims ieli, he dies.'* 

. Tjv^y fell by thine. , 

Bi&rnal!— Mine l-4))fr^'* 

; Swear on no pretence : 
A swearing justice. w4f^ts both grace and «en$e. 

When thy good father held this wide domain. 
The voice ef sorrow never mourn'd in vain. 
SoothM by>his pity,, by his bounty fed, 
The sick found medicine, and the aged bread. 
He left their interest .to no parish care. 
No bailiff urg'd his little empire there : . 
^o vUlage-tyrant starv'd them, or oppress'd ; 
He learn'd their waniSf and he those wapts redress'd* 

Ev'n these, unhappy ! who, beheld too late. 
Smote thy youi^g heart with horror at their fate, . 
His bounty found j^ and 4estin'd here to keep 
A small detachment of his mountain-sheep. 
Still pleas'd.to se^ih^ from the annual fair 
Th' unwritten hi^o^y.pf their profits bear; 
More nobly pleas'd thc^se profits to restore, 
^d, if their fprtune fail'd them, make it t^ore^ 

When Nature gsy^her. precept to remove 
fiis kmdred spirit to the realms of lovc^ 
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Afar their uiguish from thy dkU/fit'^^, 

No arm tb^saVe^ antt no proteJction near. 

Led by the inreef unaccounted geld, 

Thy bailiff sek'd their littte flock, ^affVd sold. -^ " 

Their want contending parishes aUrvey'dy - i ' 
And this disown*d and that refos^d to aid: 
Awhile, who should not succour them, they ttiedi 
And in that while the wtctcbed Victims died. 

" ril scatp'thafballiff— sacrificfe.** 

• ' ••'-•'-.- V - in vain • '■■ 

To rave at ftilschfef; if ihe cause reoMun ! ' : 

O days long lost to man in each degree ! *^ ; 
The golden days of hospitaKty! 
When liberal fortunes vied with liberal strife. 
To fill the noblest offices of-lifc^- 
When Wealth was Virtue's handrftaid, and her gate 
Gave a free refuge from the wrongs of fate ; ^ 

The pbor at hand I heir natural patrons saw. 
And lawgivers were supplements of law r . - 

Lost ^e^tliose days, andfasht^i/s boundless sway 
Has borne the giiirdian magistrate away. ' ' - - 

Save in Aagusta*s streets or Galliii's^ore, 

The rural' patron is beheld no niore. ^ 

No more the poor his kind ptbtecticrtt slare, * '•^" • ^ 
Unknown their wants, and tmreceiv'd their prayer; 

Yet has that fashion, long *s6^ light and vain^ ' 
Reformed at llaist^ and kd \][it tckcsp^l Uata, 
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e her gay ih>l^ries tiofele^ #orth' to boast - - 

Natur^Vk)^; for Nalikre'sx^irto'e lost ? ^ 
-ftedfrdiHHtfeesfey the sons' ^"Ibiiuneflnd^ ' ''^ 
it^poo^ i^espect to weakl^^efftams behind, ' 
mooK^'^^f^i^ ^t(H)e of soMiAt slaves^ : . i 

worshi'pptclrcalves of Ateir outwitting knavefr! ' '^ 
ircgohe t hiy social, hes^pitabte^ ^ays, ' ^ * 

»n widcf^ vales echofed wkh theif owner's p'raisei-- 
ill tkat'^hcitent consecjttetice bereft, ' 
at has the modern man oFfAshibri left? ^ • -^ 
t)es he, perchance, to riirat ste^hes repair, * 

. ** waste his* sweetness''^ ihfe%ssehc'd air.^'- - - 

gently lavS the fe^blfe ftMth&lHtlttgs, - ^ '^ - 
courlng seas^! and ye snlphuTecms springs-!' ^' ' * 
nd thou, Brightelinstori^,' Wherfe ho cits*1arin6y, 
borne to Margate, in the Margate-Hoy)* ' - 
ere. If the hasty creditoir advance, i -/ 

the liJE^ht skfffji and evcr-baHmg France, ' ' ' ^ 
:hou defertd him in the dbg-day-Birns ! •• - 

' ' ' ' • • 

ire in winter from the raigfel of dnnsr! 
iJ^hile the grim catchpole, the grim porter st^'car, 
! that he' i$, and one, he is not there, 
tortur'dtrs'rer, as he murmurs by, 
J the Venetrair blinds, and heaves a sigh.^ •• •• * 
', from each title folFy ^ver tddkV . 

>d! Maccoroni! Cicisbeo! erRook! " • 
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From each low po^fsipfb from each low resort. 
The thie^i^ laUjrr. 1)3^, :^e li^^e^iw <5QttCt, 
iFrom Bertie's, Alwack'st , Arthur's^ aiid the nest 
Where Judah's ferrets ^>r4h w^ithOterl^ i^pblestjh- 
From these and all theigarbage of i)^ .^SJfiSLt^ • i 
Atlhgoout's, fr^pmV vktue's q^l--J;ett^tl ; 

Has the fair yah^,'W)^e rest, C|o^e^yd^n flow^s» 
l^s in sweet am|^h ^ Uiy <:arej^st, hQurs, 
The breeze, that* balmy fragrance^ to infuse. 
Bathes its soft wing in aromatic dews^, _ 
The stream to spoth ti)i^ine ear» to cool thy breast* 
ThabmUdly murmur^ ^om its £rjsU4;iiest ;— ^ 
Have these Ies$ difcn^Srt^ win« lt;ss gower to please^ 
Than haunts of rapine^; harbours of rdisease ? 

l^^llpnpkind ^luin^rs o'er thine eyelids creep. 
Save where the sullen watchman grow I3. at sleep f 
Does morn no s^yei^ec, purer brea.th difnse 
Than streams througttalleys from the lungs of Jews ^ 
And is Ihy water, pent in putrid woo;d« 
fiethesda like, when troubled only good ? 

Js it thy passion Linley'^ voice to heac# - 
And has no mout>tam;lark detained thine ear? 
Song marks alone the tribes of airy vying^ 
For, trust me, ma|i was never meant to sing: 1 

And all his mimic organs e'er expresti^ . 
Was but an imit^iye h<^^l at best, . . ^ ^ ( 
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Is it on Garrick's attitude you* dbat ? '; 

See on the pointed cliflf your: lordly goat ! 
Like Lear'sy his beard descends ia graceful snoWr 
And wild he looks upon the worki below. 

Superior here. the scene in every part ! 
Here reigns great nat-ure, and there little art! 
Here let thy life assume a neUer plan^ . 
To nature faithful, and the friend of man ! 

UnnumberM objects ask thy honest care^ 
Beside the orphan's tear, the widow's prayV^r 
Far as thy power can save, thy bounty bles8» : 
UnnuRiber'd evils caU for thy redressw 

Seest thou afar yon solitary thorn. 
Whose aged limbs the heath's wild winds have torn? 
While yet to cheer the homeward shepherd'* eye, 
A few seem straggling in the evening sky 1 ' 

Not many siuis have hasten'd down the day^ 
Or blushing moons inuners'din clouds their Wa)v 
Since there, a scene that stain'd their sacred Ugfai; 
With horror stopp'd a felon in his flight ; 
A babe just born that signs of life expre^it. 
Lay naked o'er the mother's lifeless breast» 
The pitying robber, con^tcious that, pursu'd. 
He bad no time to waste, yet stood and view'd^; > 
To the nexl cot the trembling infant bore. 
And gave a part of what he stole before i 
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Nor known to him'rthe wretches ^were/ nor dei^ 
He felt as xtian^ and drofyp'd a kiimaii t«arw 

Far oiher treatmenlnsbe who Inreathless hy. 
Found from a viler aBtmal of prey« . 

Worn with long toil x>p.iiiaBy a painfiil road. 
That Uni increased by nature's growing load. 
When evening brought the friendly hour of rest^ 
And all the mother thi^g'd about her breast^ 
The ruffian officer oppbs*d her stay. 
And, :chiel> bore her in her p^ngs away^ 
So far beyond the ioWn*s last limits drove. 
That to return were hopeless, had she strove. 
Abandoned there*— with famine, paiti, and cold, 
' And anguish, she expirM-^the rest I've told. 

. ^' Now let me iweaJ-fi-For by my soul's last sigB, 
" That thief shall live, that overseer shall die," 

Tootlate !-^his* life the generous robber paid. 
Lost by that pity u4>ich his steps dela/d ! 
Nq soul-discerning M^sfield sat to hear. 
No Hertford bore his prayer to mercy's earf 
No liberal justice first assign'd the gaol. 
Or urg'd, as Campllti would have urg^d his tale. 

The living object of thy honest rage. 
Old in parochial critn^es, and sted'd with age. 
The grave church-warden I — unabafsh^rf he bears. 
Weekly to church his book of widced prayers; 
And pours, with all tl^e b\as\>\vQm>i qI ^\"i\5fc. 
His creeping soul in SleiTv\\oU'% ci^<iV^w'ij>>i'i»\ 
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PART III. 

v-l fjo ! Sir John — the muse's gentle art 
Lives not to blemish, but to mend the heart. 
While Gay*s brave robber grieves us l6r his fate, 
W<6 hold the harpies of his life in hate. 
Ingenious youth, by nature's voice add rest. 
Finds not the hardened, but the feeling breast ; 
Can form no wish the dire effects to prove 
Of lawless valour. Or of venal love. 
Approves the fondness of the faithful haaid. 
And mourns a geheroUs passion linYiepaid. 

"itet would I praise the piOus zeal that save* 
Imperial London from her World of knaves ; 
Yet would I count it iio inglorious strife. 
To scoUrge the plests of property and life. 

Com6 then, long skilFd in thefl's illusive way Si 
Lord of the due that treads her mighty maze ! 
Together let us beat all Giles's Fields, 
Try what the night-house, what the round-house yields) 
Hang when we must, be candid when we please^ 
Bift leave ho bawd, unlicens'd| at het e^.i^% 

M lit 
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Say first, of thieves above, or thieves below. 
What can we order till their haunts we know ? 
Far from St James^ let your Nimrods strdy^ 
But stop and call at Stephen's in their way. 
That ancient victualler^ we've been told, of late. 
Has kept bad hours, encourag'd high debate ; 
That those without still pelting those within. 
Have stunn'd th^ peaceful neighbours with their ^ii}' 
That if you close his private walls invest, 
nris odds you meet with some unruly guest — 
Good Lord, Sir John, how would the people stare. 
To see the present and the late Lord Mayor''^ 
Bow to the majesty of Bow-street chair ! 

Illustrious chiefs ; can I your haunts pass by. 
Nor give my long-lov'd liberty a sigh ? 
That heavenly plant which long unblemished blew, 
Dishonour'd only, only hurt by you ! , 
Dishonour'd, when with hardened front you claioi 
To deeds of darkness her diviner name ! 
For you grim Licence strove with Hydra breath 
To spread the blasts of pestilence and death : 
Here for poor Vice, for dark Ambition there 
She scattered poison through the social air. 
Yet here, in vain,— ^Oh, had her toil been vain 
When with black wing she swept the western main ! 

* This was written during the mcu^oraUj/ of 1776. 
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'When with low hbour, and insidious art. 
She tore a daughter from her parent's heart ! 

Oh, patriots, ever patriots out of place> 
Pair Honour's foil, and Libert/s disgrace ! 
With spleen I see your wild illusions spread. 
Through the long region of a land misled ; 
See commerce sink, see cultivation's charms 
Lost in the rage of anarchy and arms ! 

And thou, O Chatham, once a nation's pride^ 
Borne on the brightest Wave of glory's tide ! 
Hast thou ihe parent -spurn'd, the erring child 
With prospects vain to Ruin^s arms beguil'd ? 
Hast thou the plans of dire defection prais'd 
For the poor pleasure of a statue xais'd ? 

Oh, patriots, ever patriots out of place. 
From Charles quite graceless, up to Grafton's grace ! 

Where Forty-£jve once mark'd the dirty door. 
And the chain'd Jcnife* invites the paltry whore ; 
Though far, methiiJcs, the choicest guests are fled. 
And Wilkes and fkimphrey number'd with the dead, 
Wilkes, who in death would friendship's vows fulfil. 
True to his oaue, and dines with Humphrey still — 
Where skulks each dark, where roams each desperate 
Owls of the day and vultures of the night,-r [wight, 
:ShaIl we, O knight, with cruel pains explore. 
Clear these low walks^ and think the bus'ness o'er!! 

* Chained to the table to jrwcnt dejredaUou^^ 
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No— madi, alas ! for you, for me remains^ 
Where Justice sleeps, and Depredation rejgns« 

Wrapt in kind darkness, you no spleen betrayii 
When the gilt -iiabc}) lacqueys all the way ; 
harmless to ypujhis towei^,. his forests rise. 
That swell with anguish my indignant «y es .; 
While in those towers raz'd villages I see. 
And tears of -orphans watering every tree. 
Are these mock ruins that invade my view ^ 
These are.:tl}e entrails of the poor Gentoo. 
That column's trophied base his bones supj^ly | 
That lake the tears that swelled his sable eye ! 
Let here> O knight,^ their steps terrific steer 
Thy hue and cry, and loose thy blood-hounds here. 

Oh, Mercy, throned on his eternal breastj 
Who breatk'd the savage waters into rest : 
By each soft pleasure tliat my bosom smote. 
When first creation started from his thought; 
By each warm tear that melted o'er thine eye. 
When on his works was written; these must die I 
If secret slaughter yet, nor cruel war 
Have from tiiese mortal regions forc'd thee far. 
Still to our follies, to our frailties blind, ^ 
Oh, stretch thy healing wings o'er human kind !. 
— For them I ask not, hostile to thy sway. 
Who calmly on a brother's vitals prey :. 
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For them I plead not, who, in bloody embniedj^ 
Have every solter sentiment subdued* 

Yet, gentle power, thy absence I. bewail. 
When seen the dark, dark regions of a gaol ; 
When foupd alike in chains^ and n|ght^,enclos'dj| 
The thief detected, and the thief supposed! 
Sure, the fair lieht and the salubrious air 
Each yet-suspected prisoner might. share, 
—To lie, to languish in some dreary cell> 
Some loathed hold^. where guilt and horror dwell^ 
Ere yet the truth of seeming facts be tried. 
Ere yet their country's sacred voice decide, 
Britain, behold thy citizens exposed. 
And blush to think the Gothic ageunclos'd! • 

Oh, more than Goths, who } et decline to razo* 
Thai pest of James's puritanic days. 
The savage layvf that barbarously ordains 
For female virtue lost a felon's pains !-rr 
Dooms the poor niaiden, as her fate severe,? 
To toil and chains a long-enduring year, 

Th' unnatural monarch, to the sex unkind. 
An owl obscene, in learning's sunshine blind 1: • 
Councils of pathics, cabinets of tools. 
Benches of knaves, and parliaments of fools T 
Fanatic fools, that, in those twrlight times. 
With wild religion cloak'd tiie worst of crimes f 

* 7 Jac, C. V 
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Hope we from such a ci-ew, in such a reign. 
For equal laws; or policy humane ? 

Here, then, O Justice, thy own power forbear; 
The sole protector of th' unpitied fair. 
Thou^ long entreat the ruthless overseer ; 
Though the loud vestry teaze thy tortur'd ear : 
Though all to acts, to precedents appeal. 
Mute be thy pen, and vacant rest thy seal. 

Yet shalt thou know, nor is the difference nic^ 
The casual fall, from impudence of vice. 
Abandoned guilt by active Jaws restrain. 
But pause— if virtue's slightest spark remain. 
Left to the shameless lash, the hardening gaol. 
The fairest thoughts of modesty would fail. 

The down-cast eye, the tear that flows amain. 
As' if to ask her innocence again ; 
The plainiivie babe, that slumbering seem'd io lie, 
ijDn her sofl breast, and wakes at the heavM sigh ; 
The cheek that wears the beauteous robe of shame; 
How loth they leave a gentle breast to blame ! 

Here, then, O Justice, th) own power forbear,-^ 
The sole protector of th' unpitied fair ! 
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